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companies later on quoted a lower price.
The bon. member does not seem to
understand tbe first principles of busi-
ness. Companies can always afford to
lproduce coal cheaper if they have
the. whole contract, and the tenders
were put in on the basis of getting
the whole supply of the Government's
requirements at s. 6id. or 7s. 9d. or
whatever the price was. Farthermore
the tenders were based on an award of
the Arbitration Court which had been
got in the meantime, making a reduction
of something like 10s. or l5s. in the
wages all round. That is the position,
and I submit that the statement I made
in the bon. member's office was absolutely
true, and I am prepared to substantiate
it even now.

MR. EWING (in explanation): I do
not know whether I. am in order, but
during my absence from this House-

Mu. SPEAKER: floes the hon. mem-
ber rise in explanation P

MR. EWING: Yes. I have read in
the newspapers an attack made on the
Colonial Treasurer and myself in regard
to a particular matter mentioned by the
member for Murchison. I can' only
endorse what the Treasurer has said, and
add that the member for Mlurchison has
not the slightest idea of commerce at all.
He cannot understand why the coal was
offered to him at that time at a certain
price, and why it is at a lower price to-day.
M~y explanation is that it is at a lower price
to-dafy, not that there was a great profit
previously to those engaged in the in-
dustry, but Sim ply because of the advance
in coal-cutting machines. As a member
of this House I might answer personali-
ties-

ME. SPEAKER: The bon, member
cannot make a speech.

MR. EWING: I have no intention
whateiver of doing so, but later on in this
House, when I am speaking in connection
with the industry, I will take an oppor-
tunity of answvering the Statement made
by the member for Murchison. I simply
wished to make an explanation, and I
thank you, sir, for the opportunity.

[1Mu. HOLMAN rose once more.]
MEt. SPEAKER: The lion, member

must surely respect the statement of the
Minister.

MR. HOLMAN: I am going to draw
attention to the statement of the Trea-

surer. I stated at the time that coal
could be supplied at less than Ils, a ton,
and to prove that fact other companies
came forward and supplied even a better
class of coal at 9s. a ton.

THE TREASURER: That is no proof.
MR. EWING: What did they lose by it?
On mnotion by Ma. DAoLIsa, debate

adjourned.-

ADJOQURNMENT.
The House adjourned ait eleven minutes

past 10 o'clock, until the next day.

A
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THE SPEARER took the Chair at 4830

o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUEST [ON- MINISTERIAL SUP-
PORTERS. RIVAL CLAIMS.

ME. LYNCH asked the Premier: i,Is it
the intention of the Government, in the
interest of p)ublic convenience, to allot the
ditty of adjudicating on the rival claims
of 'Ministerial supporters to one Minister
having the least public duties to perform ?
2, If so, will the Government consider
the advisability of creating an electioneer-
ing department with a Minister of the
Crown as Arbitrator General in control?

TuE PREMIER replied: No.

QUESTION-HO0LI DAYS OF WORKERS
Ar FREMANTLE.

MR. LYNCH asked the Minister for
Works: i, H-ave the holidays been cut
off in the case of the wages staffs of the
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Fremantle Water Supply and the Fre-
mantle Harbour Works ? .2, Have the
Salaried staffs been treated Similarly?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: I, In accordance with Oabinet
ruling that "no work no pay " was to be
the principle after 1st February, 1906, in
dealing with wages men no paid holidays
are now granted to ordinary wages men
on the Fremantle Water Supply and the
Fremantle Harbour Works staffs; but
foremen, gaugers, and timekeepers are
exempt from the above, and are paid
wages for six days in the week, whether
holidays or wet or dry. The pumping
bands on Fremantle Water Supply staff
receive a fortnight's holiday per annum
to compensate them for,* extra work.
2, No alteration has been made in the
salaried staff as regards holidays.

QUESTIONS (2)-DRAFTSMEN, HOW
S ENGAGED.

MR. EOLTON asked the Minister for
Works: r, Is it a fact that the Govern-
went have engaged a number of drafts-
men from the E astern States to take up
duties in this State? 2, Are there no
draftsmen available within the service?
3, Has the Government ascertained
whether or not there were suitable
draftsmen available within the StateV

THE MINISTER FOB WORKS re-
plied : 1, Yes. 2, None suitable for the
particular work required. 3, Yes; by
applicatiou to the Public Service Corn1-
missioner and by advertising.

FAMILIES AND PASSAGE MONEY.

MR. SOADDAN also asked: i, Have
any of the draftsmen engaged in the
Eastern States presented a claimu to) the

Deprtmntfor repayment of passage
mnyfor their families ? z, If so. does

the Minister intend to Sanction the repay-
ment ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: No.

QUESTION-MINES INSPECTORS,
KANOWNA ETC.

Ali. SCADDAN asked the Minister
for Mines: t , Is the Inspector of Mines
at Kanowna to be retired; and, if so, for
what reason? 2, How does the Dep art-
went propose to wvork the present dis-
tricts? and, if any change is contem-.
plated, how will it affect the Kalgoorlie-

Boulder District? 3, If new appoint-
ments are to be made, will the Minister
take into consideration the advisability of
appointing practical minersP

TaE MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: i, Yes, under the superannuation
clauses of the Public Service Act. 2, No
change has yet been determined upon,
but a rearranaement of work may be
possible which will not, however, affect
the inspection of the Kalgoorlie-Boulder
mines. 3, For the present a temporary
appointment has been made, but applica-
tions will be called for the position, and
the successful applicant must have
practical experience in the working of
mines.

ADDRESS-TN-REPLY.
NINTH DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous day.
MR. H. DAOTJTSR (Subiaco) : I in-

tend to say a very few words on this
question, and should not have spoken at
all in all probability but for the fact that
1 was so reflected upon that silence o;,
my part would have been impossible. I
intend, therefore, first to deal briefly with
somne reflections which have been cast
upon my action. I may, however, before
doing that, remark that in my' opinion
the strictures passedin certain organs of
the Press with regard to the alleged waste
of time involved in a debate of this de-
scriptiozi are somewhat uncalled for,
because this is the one opportuify
offered to members for dealing with sub -
jects that do not come before the House
in the shape of legislative proposals. The
discussion on the Address-in-Reply
affords to members an opportunity of
debating a number of questions which
otherwise could be discussed only on
motions for adjournment or on sub-
stantive motions, which in themmelves
would mean a far greater loss of time to
this House than their discussion involves
when they are dealt with on the Address-
in-Reply. I do not, however, intend to
trespass at undue length on the patience
of the House. On a recent occasion in
a public pilace there was some discussion
in regard to one or two matters which
were dealt with by the Government of
which I had the honour to be a member,
and one of those was in relation to a c-er-
tamn concession granted on the Flora and
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Fauna Reserve. It was stated that the
transactions of the Labour Government
inregard to this reserve were very n-
fortunate, and that--
a more disgraceful transaction than that which
took place in connection with that reserve hs
not seen the light of day in either House of
Parliament for a very long time.

It was farther alleged that when the
information in regard to this transaction
was made public, it would be an eye-
opener as to the way in which the Labour
Government dealt with that area of land.
There was a farther assertion, namely-

There is a certain firm of timber merchants
in Subiaco named Whittaker Brothers; and
if the members of it were not very strong
supporters of Mr. Daglish, who was Premier
at the time, they ought to have been on
account of the consideration extended to them
by the Labour Government in connection with
an area of 20,000 acres in that Flora and
Fauna Reserve. The way in which other
applicants for the lease who desired to get
a cut in were dealt with is exceedingly
peculiar, to say the least of it. However, the
public will know the whole of this transaction.

I myself have taken the liberty, of asking
the Premier to lay these papers on the
table of the House, because I am anxious
that any transactions in which either I as
an individual, or the Government of which
-I was the head, was concerned, should be
open to the light of day. I have nothing
whatever to fear from any publicity that
may be given to this or any other ques-
tion. As a matter of fact, in the first
instance it is implied that the firm of
Whittaker Brothers were favoured by
ine because they were a firm carrying on
business in Subiaco..jI may say that the
members of that firm have always been,
since I have resided in Subiaco, personal
friends of mine, and have for the bulk of
that time been political opponents. But
the question of a man's personal relations
with me, or the question of his political
opinions, I Fain happy to say, has never
yet weighed when I have had to deal
with a matter either as at member of the
Cabinet or as a member of Parliament.
I have alwatys been able to separate the
relations of an individual to myself as an
individual from the relation's of that
person to me either as a constituent or a
citizc& of this State, and I venture to
say that this question has been dealt
with on itsinerits by the Government of
which I was a member. UnfortunatelY

the matter wats not dealt with by
me as a Minister. It did not come
under my putrview while I held
Ministerial office: it came within
the scope of another Minister. And on
this file the only letter in which I am at
all concerned is that which Messrs. Whit-
taker Bros. wrote to Mr. Drew, then
Minister for Lands, asking him for an
interview, pointinga out that they had
already had an interview with me, in
which interview I had referred them to
him, and had promised them on his
behalf that if they went to him they
would be accorded an opportunity of
stating their case. That letter of itself
indicates the attitude which I assumed on
that case, and on any other case that
came before mne. If the matter was one
that affected the department or depart-
ments which I controlled, I dealt with it;
if it was one affecting the department of
another Minister, I referred whoever spoke
to or wrote to me to that other Minister,
leaving the latter to make such re-
commendation as he thought proper.
And this was the course pursued in the
case of the Messrs. Whittaker. The fact
that they could cast two votes in the
Subiako electorate did not affect me one
way or other. I referred them, as I had
referred other per-sons, to the Minister
who had control of the matter upon
which they desired to make representa-
tions. The result was, they made certain
representations to Mr. Drew, who was
unable to deal with them because of the
terms of the law as it then stood. Sub-
sequently, an amendment of the law
regarding forests was passed, and the
Messrs. Whittaker's application came up
again. When it came tip it was referred
first of all to the Forestry Board, of
which the present Premier (Hon. J.
Moore) was a member. The board, in
dealing with it, recommended that no
action be taken until the route of a sug-
gested railway had been settled. Sub-
sequeutly the route of that railway was
settled. It wats surveyed by the officers
of the Public Works Department, and
after that survey was wade the Messrs.
Whittaker's application came up for
reconsideration. A recommendation was
made with regard to it by the
Minister for Lands of the day; and
as a result of that recommendation
Cabinet approved the granit to them of
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an area of 20,000 acres on the Flora and
Fauna Reserve. Now it has been
alleged in connection with this matter
that Messrs. Whittaker B ros, were treated
differently from other applicants. In
that connection I wish to say un-
hesitatingly that Messrs. Whittaker Bros.
were on a different footing from other
applicants, because Whittaker Bros. were
the only persons then working on this
reserve. In 1901. 1 think, they took up
a lease adjoining that reserve; and at
the time they took up that lease-an
abandoned lease, by the way-they were
given permission by the Government of
the day to out timber on the Flora and
Fauna Reserve, and were given to under-
stand that such permission Should he
continued so long as they were prepared
to carry on operations on that lease in a
mill which they erected or purchased.
This right to cut was continued until
1903, although it was liable to revocation
at any time and without definite security'
of tenure. In 1903, as the result of a
motion in this House by the then mem-
ber for Beverley, Mr. Harper. the per-
mission to cut on the Flora and Fauna
Reserve was withdrawn from the firm;i
and I think it was withheld until
some time in 1904. In 1904 permission
to cut, without any security of tenure,
was again given to the firm; and they
were cutting up till the time when the
grant of 20,000 acres was made to them.
[MR. TAYLOR: What area?j They
formerly had a right to cut over the
whole of the Flora and Fauna Reserve-
over 160,000 acres. I am speaking from
memory in regard to the area. They
applied for some security of tenure on
the following grounds:-They were em-
ploying about 50 men in connection with
their mill. The lease that they had
bought had formerly been worked by
Messrs. Running Bros., and it was
practically worked out. The application
which they made for security of tenure
was based on the fact that they must get
an opportunity of cutting. or must close
down the will which they were working,
because of that fact. In order to carry
on their operations-in order to continue
ernployingthese,50men orso-theydesired
to construct a tramnway and to do oAher
work for the purpose of bringing timber
from the Flora and Fatina Reserve to
their mill. They desired also to improve

the machinery, and ultimately to erect a
new mill for the purpose of extending
their operations. And they were in the

psition that, without some security of
teue t was impossible for them as

commercial men to extend theiroperations,
to lay down a tramway, and to erect new
machinery. These circumstances were
duly weighed; and after careful con-
sideration being given to them, the Min-
ister for Lands recommended the granting
of this exclusive right to cut over 20,000
acres instead of a general and indefinite
right to cut over 160,000 acres. The
route of the proposed railwa y had mean-
while been surveyed; and care was taken,
in mapping out that 20,000 acres, to pro-
tect the railway area. Now the whole
question was whether the Messrs. Whit-
taker were given undue preference. They

Icommenced cutting in the year 1901 ; and
the frst piermit to cut, of an indefinite

ntrdates fromt that year. From
mIonth to month and from year to year
the permit was continued ; and the whole
question was whether the permit should
remain liable to revocation at any time,
or whether the firm who had invested
their capital in supplying plant and in
employing labour should be required
either to go on, with the great risk of
being stopped at the end of any montV
by the will of a Minister, or whether they
shiould have a certain degree of security
of tenure. I believe that the other firms
who made application had not started
operations. Those other firms had estab-
lished no plant.

Ma. A. J. WILSON: They could not
establish plants until they had Some
reasonable chance of getting the righit
to cut.

MR. DAGLISHf: They had a reason-
able Chance of getting the right to cut at
any moment, on the same terms as Whit-
taker Bros. obtained before they erected
their mill, before they employed their
Iaboura.

THE PREmTEnt: The first instance was
a case of cutting on royalty; and the
second was a sawmill permit, the legis-
lation for which was passed only in
December, 1904.

Mn. DAGLISH: Yes; but I am now
replying to the interjection of the mem-
her for Forrebt, who Says that those
other firms could not start operations

Math day.'LASSEMBLY.j
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until they had a reasonable chance of
getting the right to cut..

MR. A. J. WILoN: They had no
security of tenure.

Mn. DAGLiISBF: Exactly. They could
not get any security of tenure. Whit-
taker Eros. bad started in 1901 without
-ay secuirity oif tenure, had been refused
security of tenure until 1905, had been
cutting all the time, had been employing
from 40 to 50 men all the time; and it is
alleged as a job, forsooth, that the Gov-
erment of which I was a member gave
them security of tenure in 1905.

MR. BATHi: It was granted in the Act
of 1904.

MR. IDAGLISH: Authority to give
this right was granted in 1904,

Tus PRE@MIER: But the right was not
given to the other applicants.

Mu. DAGLISH: I have already
pointed out that the other applicants
were not on the same footing as Whit-
taker Bros. The other applicants had
erected no mill, had invested no capital,
had employed no men. C an any bon.
member here allege that the other appli-
cants were in the same position as the
Messrs. Whittaker, seeing that the with-
drawal at a month's notice, and at the
option of the Minister, of the permit to
Whittaker Bros. would have meant the
displacement of 50 men who were earning
a living on that concession ? C5i any
member allege that the refusal of a
permit to some new firm would have had
the same meaning as the withdrawal
of a permit for the Messrs. Whittaker,
who were employing 50 mien, and had
invested some thousands of pounds in
that industry ?

Mu. A. J. WrtsoN: -Under the 1904
Act, new applicants were entitled to be
placed on the same footing as Whittaker
Bros.

MR. DAGLISH: The hon. member's
contention is perfectly correct, but the
whole argument based on that contention
is entirely wrong. The argument based
on that contention is that the Minister
for Lands should at the same moment
grant a right to a firn that applied in
1905 a~s to a firm that applied in 1901,
and backed its application by the invest-
ment of its capital and by the employ-
ment of labour which represented the
payment of perhaps £50,00 a year.

Mn. WILSON: The whole reserve could
have been thrown open to everybody,
equally.

Mu. DAGLiISH: I am not an expert
in regard to this question; I have not had
the advantage of ad ministering the Lands
Department; but I am prepared to
justify myself and to justify the Ministry
of which I wvas the head, hb*r the state-
mient. that any man who alleges theme was
a job of any sort worked in connection with
the muatte r is a man that makes an asser-
tion he dare not make in at puiblic place
without the privilege of Parliament shel-
tering him, and which hie could not hope
to prove in any court of law. As a
matter of fact, this matter was brought
up not against the Ministry of which I
was the head, but against myself as a
person; and it was alleged that because
th is particular firm was carrying on opera-
tione at Subiaco, therefore it gained a
privilege that no other firm could get.
In reply to that I say that the only occa-
sion on which I was approached by mem-
bers of this firm, as the files will prove,
was when I referred them to the Minister
for Lands and told them that I could
not go to the Minister with them as
I had gone with themn to him when
sitting behind a, former Government, I
had gone with them to 'Mr. Ropkias,
and as far as my memory serves me,
though there is no record of it on the
file, to 'Mr. James, because I was pre-
pared to help them as a. private member,
as I am prepared to help them now,
because the firm have done good service
to this State by the mnere fact of having
confidence to invest money in this timber
industry and to keep up the struggle as
a smalL firm when all the -advantages
seemed to have gone to a much larger
firm; also because I am alwa, 'vs williner to
help the small against the large and to
do what I can for the local firm as agaist
what I might almost call the foreign
capitalists. I was perectly willing to
help the firm whle sittig as a private
member in Parliament, but when I
becamne Premier I was unwilling to go
with members of the firm, or with any-
one else, to see a member of my Adumins-
tration. That is all I have to say
in regard to that particular matter;
but I desire also to deal with another
question affecting what is at the
present moment a Subiaco firm, that of
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Monteath Bros. andi Olemenger. It has
been alleged that the firm had a wonder-
ful amount of consideration shown to
them by the Government of which I was
a member. It has been stated-

We see the firm working the Government
for all it is worth, and it is just as well for the
public to know something about the matter.
The Government in the ordinary way called for
tenders for the construction of pipes. Proper
conditions of contract were drawn up, and to
all outward appearances it looked as if all
persons, firms, or companies engaged in that
business and desiring to eompete for the
Government contract would have equal
chances. The extrardinary part in connec-
tion with this transaction is that within a%
week of Cleinenger and Monteath's tender
being accepted, the Government entered into
a written contract with them, not stipulated
or provided for in the original conditions of
contract upon which other people tendered,
whereby the Government, as bankers, were to
advance 50 per cent. on the material that went
into Clemenger and Monteath's works in con-
nection with this contract, such material
being Government property. No interest was
charged, and the Government continued the
advances until X11,000 of public money was
paid to Clemenger and Montoath, for which
they were not paying a fraction of interest.

It is farther alleged that it was-

a gross scandal that this contract should have
been submitted to public tender when it was
obvious that these people, the Subiaco firm,
must have known they were going to receive
this Government assistance.

Farther it was stated;
The last thing I would wish to do is to say

that the persons concerned have received a
consideration for being consenting parties to
tranactions of this kind, but I would rather
say it is evidence of the grossest business
incompetency. The men who have agreed to
that sort of thing are babies in business, and
do not deserve to be entrusted with respon-
sible positions as Ministers of the Crown for
transacting public business.
Also it was pointed out that both these
firms were in the Subiaco electorate, and
were strong supporters of the gentleman
who represented that electorate in the
Lower House. A great deal has been
stated in regard to personal attacks on
members of Parliament, and it has been
implied that it is only members on this
side of the House and only members
connected with the former Govern-
ment who were guilty of making those
personal attacks; but here is a most dis-
tinct personal attack in which it is
alleged that it is more charitable to
assume that no monetary consideration,

no personal consideration, was given for
certain alleged favours. On behalf of
myself, T do not want any charity from
anyone, but I do want fair play; and on
behalf of those who were associated with
me at the time this contract was let, and
at the time these so-called advances were

Fmade, I positively say that they likewise
are unwilling to accept any charity' what-
ever. They are willing to he judged, as I
amn, by their actions as Ministers, and they
hurl with, contempt at any ono who makes
them these dirty charges-for they are
charges, although cloaked by the asser-
tion that no charge is made-of receiving
personal consideration. I want to say
that this transaction was a thoroughly
business-like one, and that not only an) I
prepared to justify the Ministry of which
I was a member and myself in regard to
it, but I amn prepared to discuss here or
In any public place the fact that this was
-and to thoroughly justify the state-
ment-a thoroughly business-like trans-
action. I want the House to bear with
me while I deal with the circumstances
of the case. The first thing I heard of

Ithis matter was when the West Province
Legislative Council election was on. I

Ithen saw a statement in the Fi-emantle
Mail in which Captain Laurie had alleged
that the then Government-my Govern-
inent-had let a contract to iMonteath
and others for certain pipes on condition
ina the pipes should be manufactured
iSnbiaco. I was very much astonished

to see this statement because I bad
-always regarded Captain Laurie as a, man

wowas particularly cautious in his
statements and was invariably fair like-
wise. However, I wrote in reply to that
statement a letter to both the metro-
politan morning papers, stating the facts
of the case and absolutely denying that

Ithere was any condition in regard to that
contract, and regretting that Captain
Laurie should bave felt it necessary to
make such a statement in order to win

ihis election. As far as I know, Captain
Laurie never replied to that letter. He
may have replied to it on the public
platform. If so, I did not see the report
of his meeting. He certainly did not
reply to it in the Press, or I must have
seen his letter. Therefore, I take it that
the hon. gentleman withdrew his allega-
tion, recognising that it was untrue, but
was not anxious to make a public retrac-
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tion, as he should have done. The questionF
was dealt with, I believe, at the late Fre-
mantle election. The Minister for Works,
who was a candidate, assured rue that lie
mnade no assertion respecting it, and I am
quite willing to accept his assertion.L

THE MINISTER FOR WORIEs: No asser-tion respecting your honour. I do not
remember quite the words I used.

MR. DAGLiISH:- The hon. gentleman
did not. assert that the contract was let
on condition that the works should be
established in Subiaco.

THE MINISTER FOR& WORKs:- As far as
T remember now.

MR. DAGLISH:- Surely the hon.
member can remember now ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS - I made
no statement which reflected on your
personal integrity and uprightness. I
criticised the matter as a business deal.

Mn. LYNCH: That is correct.
MR. DAGLISH: I was pointing out

that the Minister had assured mue he
had made no assertion of the nature of
that I referred to-[THu MINISTER FOR
WORKs: I was not listening]-of the
nature made by Captain Laurie and
replied to by ice in the Press. I know
the Minister for Works will not object
to this as a breach of confidence, but this
morning he offered me a copy of the
reports of the various speeches he had
delivered, and I told him I was quite
Satisfied with his word on this question
and therefore did not desire to peruse
those papers. However, Captain Laurie
had made this statement. It was denied
by me in the Press, and the denial was not
replied to; nor, unfortunately fur Captain
Laurie, acknowledged as correct. I
think a man owes this to himself as well
as to an opponent, that when that
opponent points out an error on hits part
he should acknowledge it or deny it if it
is not correct. If any member unwit-
tingly, in the heat of the moment, or in
the Ieat of debate, or in the heat of a
Public meeting, makes a false statement
and it is pointed out to him, he ought to
have the manliness to come forward and
admit that he has said what he ought
not to have said, and what he would not
have said unless he was led away by the
heat of the moment.

Ma. TAYLOR:. He was badly informed.
MR. DAGLISH:- Perhaps ho was

badly informed. I say this, however,

that when a man makes a mistake, even
if he be in politics, he ought to have
enough manliness, left in him to admit
the error, to admit the false statement,
I found out subsequently that as a matter
of fLat, when th is con tract was let, I was
not in Western Australia; therefore if a
condition was imposed. it was imposed
by persons like the mnem her fur Mount
Margaret (Mr. Taylor) and the member
for Murchison (Mr. Holman). I do not
believe for one minute that those mem-
hers would dream of imposing a condi-
tion like this on any person who obtained
a Government contract. 1 did not know
M r.2Mout-eath at the time. [Ma. TAYLOR:
Neither did 1.] I knew Mr. Clemenger
in a casual way. These persons ten-
dered in a public fashion, aud they
got the contract by virtue of the fact
that they were recommended for this
contract by the Tender Board. The con-
tract was uan open one, aund Monteath
Bros. and Olemnenger submitted two ten-
ders, one for the local manufacture of
these pipes9; the other tender for outside
manufacture--for imported pipes. In
both tenders Mouteith and Clemenger
were the lowest teuderers, the 'y complied
with the conditions, and therefore were
bound to get the contract. The Govern-
ment of the da~y very wisely-although I
was absent, I admit they did very wisely-
accepted tire local tender, and thereby
caused the expenditure in Western Aus-
tralia. of about £20,000 in wages that
would otherwise have gone out of the
State. At that time Monteath and]
Olemenger were not aL local firm. When
they got the contract they had, first
of all, to establish local works. They
made inquiries in regard to the ques-
tion where to get land for establishing
these works. The first I heard of
tbis matter was when these gentlemen
saw ice in regard to getting a siding at
Subiaco on railway land. In consequence
of an inaterview with them, I wrote to the
Commissioner of Railways asking him
on what conditions they could get a
certain area of land at a spot indicated
by them. I got a reply from the Com-
missioner which was unsatisfactory to
the firm. Consequently, they dropped
the notion of getting land from the
Railway Department. After that they
went to the Subiaco, municipality, which
had a certain area of endowment land.
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They made certain arrangements with
that municipality as to the leasing for 21
Years at certain area for the purpose of
establishing their works; and they got
that land at a price which, in my opinion,
was too low. I informed several of the
cuncillors that they had granted the
land at too low a rate. That is all my
connection with the establishment of this
firm at Subiaco, and my connection with
the establishment of the firm at Subiaco
is the connection of the Government of
which I miss member; because although
Mr. Johnson, the Minister for Works,
would naturally have a number of inter-
views with them with regard to this
contract, I ant satisfied that what I did
in regard to this railway business was
the only thing that was done between
them and the Government, unless they
had an interview on the same subject
with the then Minister for Railways, the
member for Murchison. Just at the
moment it strikes me that possilbly my
letter may have been to the member for
Murchison-whetber it was to the mem-
ber for Murchison or to the Commis-
sioner of Railways I am not certain at
the present moment. But those are the
whole of the facts in regard to my rela-
tions with the firm of Monteath and
Clemenger before they established their
works at Subiaco. In regard to the ques-
tion of advances, in which it is allege
that the firm were unfairly treated, I want
to bring before this House certain corre-
spondence. In the statement which I
read, it has been alleged that within a
week of getting their contract they got a
written agreement to give them certain
advances. Now, they got their contract
in March, 1905, and the first application
for advances was made in June, 1905, by
this letter :

We have the honour to bring under your
notice-

This is addressed to the Minister for
Works, not the Premier-

two matters in connection with this contract,
which we trust wil receive your favourable
attention. The first of these matters is progress payments on raw material. We desir
to know if you could kindly grant us advances
against material when delivered at our works,
which is a usual practice with Government
contracts. We noticed that a short time ago
this was done by your Government for one of
the contractors here. Farther, we would ask

if, in the event of all the raw material not
having yet ben shipped from Great Britain,
whether youwould ma~ke the advance against
nat..Ia there also. This would save exchange
to your Government, for we understand that
you have cash in London which would other-
wise have to be remitted here.

There is a second matter dealt with in
this letter which does not c~oncern the
present issue. The reply to that is signed
by Mr. Lynch, the member foi Leonora,
and runs as follows-I am reading only
the paragraph relating to this matter:-

With reference to the advance on material
both here and in London, I am anxious to be
informed when you desire such advances to be
made in the latter ease. Speaking generally.
I atin prepared to adhere to the practice in such
matters, which can be mutually agreed upon.

That is dated 15th June, 1905. This was
then referred to the Railway Department.
The Railway Department at that time
had let a contract for certain carriages to
be constructed ait North Fremnantle by
the Westralia Ironworks, Limited; and
it was representied that there were certain
conditions inserted in regard to progress
payments in that contract which might
well be made to apply, or which might
be taken as a precedent with regard to
this contract of Monteath and Olemen-
ger's. As the result of an application to
the Railway Department, the following
letter was written by the Commissioner
to the Minister for Railways:-

With reference to your inquiry regard.
ig progress payments to the Westrfla
Ironworks, Ltd., on account of their contract
for the construction of eighteen carriages, I
attach a copy of Clauses 12 and 13 of the
agreement relating thereto. The Chief
Mechanical Engineer certifies monthly as to
the value of the work done and the material
on the ground at the contractors' works.
Progress payments are based thereon, with a
reduction of 15 per cent, retention money.
The agreement is registered as a bill of sale.
All material for the contract is insured against
fire. There appears, therefore. no loophole
by which loss might be entailed on the
Government by any default of the contractors.
Although the retention moneys can be kept
till the finish, payment of part has been made
as there was ample left on hand and full
security to ensure the completion of the
contract; and the department has assisted, in
all legitimate ways, the contractors.
That is Mr. George's memo., dated 23rd
June. On that Mr. Johnson minuted as
follows:

I think we can apply these conditions to
Messrs. Monteath and Clemenger.-Sgd.
W. D. J., 2416/'05.
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Now, these conditions read as follow.

The payments for the said carriage shall be 1
made by instalments. or progress payments as
the work proceeds, in the following manner,
that is to say:--(a.) Progress payments on
account will be made monthly or as nearly as
may be, as the work proceeds, on the certificate
in writing of the Chief Mechanical Engineer
of the Railway Department of the value, less
15 per cent., of work done, and material on the
ground in the actual construction of the car-
riages or any portion of them. (b.) The
amount of 15 per cent. deducted from each
progress payment shall be retained by the
Commissioner until one mionth after the
delivery of the last carriage under this agree-
ment, and shall then be paid to the contractors
by the Commissioner, unless otherwise dealt
with under Clause 16 of this agreement. (c.)
No interest will be payable in respect of the
16 pnr cent, so retained or of any payment
which may be delayed hy reason of any doubt
or inaccuracy in connection with any progress
corertfcte.

And so on. It is not necessary for me to
trouble the House with the final sub-
clauses of this clause. The question was
referred, as members will notice, to the
Commissioner of Railways, and the Corn-
missioner of Railways replied that a con-
dition had been established in regard to
a similar contract entered into with
another firm altogether. [Mn. BOLTON
interjecteda.] I am not dealing with
that at present. J am dealing entirely
with the merits of this contract, dealing
with the agreement for progress pay-
ments entered into on a precedent then
existent; and T want to confine myrself
especially to this ifie and to the evidence
that exists in regard to the favouritism
shown to a Subiaco firm. I want bon.
members to have a chance of finding out
where the favouritism. comes in; I want
them to know exactly the circumstances
which existed at the time. T would like
may friend from Fremantle, the Minister
for Works (Hon. J. Price), to argue in
regard to this particular contract, as to
whether the payment of 85 per cent. pro-
gress payments-after all, that is the
word, " advances" is absolutely a mis-
nomer-whether the payment of 85 per
cent. progress payments on material on
the ground is as unbusinesslike at North
Fremantle as the payment of 85 per
cent. on the raw material at Subinco.

THRE MINISTER FPoRl WORKES: We have
got the control of our own raw material
at Fremantle.

MR. DAGI 81: The hon. member
says "lWe have got control of our awn
raw material at Fremnatle"; and that
brings me to this point, that the Gov-
ernmient had control of the whole estab-
lient at Subiaco; the Government
had a lien on the foundry, and if the
conditions of the contract were not ful-
filled, if these progress payments-they
were not advances at all-were not met
properly, the Government could take
over and establish at Subiaco pipe-works
that would win the enthusiastic support
of the member for Fremautle, as the
Fremantle pipe-works have done, be-
cause there would be a miore-up-to-date
plant there than that at Fremantle.
After this minute bad been written by
the Commissioner of Railways, the file
passed by the Engineer-in-Chief, who
wrote a miniute to the Under Secretary
for Public Works, before the Minister,
the, member for Leonora. (Mr. Lynch),
had seen these papers at all. And do
not let there be any mistake about this.
I know some members are always willing
to assume that the under secretaries and
other officers of the Government write
minutes under the dictation of Ministers.
I do not believe it, because T have not
known any officers in the departments
who would sacrifice their own opinions
in order to carry out the Ministers' dicta.
I do not believe the practice does exist,
and those who say it does exist are cast-
ing an undeserved slur on public ser~vants
and an undeserved reflection on Minis-
ters, because I do not believe that the
majority of Ministers would ask the
public servants to sacrifice their own
conscientious opinions for the purpose of
pleasing Ministers. The Engineer-in-
Chief wrote this minute before Mr.
Lynch saw the papers:

i consider the contractors might fairly re-
ceive an advance on material for the pipe-
making delivered at their works to the extent
of, say, 80 per cent. of the value; but a bill of
sale for the buildings, plant, etc., should be
effected as seurity to the Government. The
95 per cent. stated in the contract to be paid
for the finished pipes is rather high, but I do
not recommend that any alteration be made in
this regard.
To that the Minister wrote:-

Please ask Eagineer-in-Chief for report on
(a) The size, valne, and title of land held by
Clemenger & Mlouteath; (b,) Value of build-
ings; (c) Value of material on ground.-
P.J.L., 11/7105.
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Apparently the Minister still wanted
farther information before lie agreed to
this. The Minister did not apparently
go tothe member for Subiaco in order to
gettistructions that be should do somne-
thing in the interests of a, Suhiaco firm.
As a. matter of fact, I think the hon.
member knew perfectly well that if he
had come to ine he would have got the
advice I had given in other cases, namely
to be guided by his own judgment and
the expert. advice of his own department.
The boa. member, without consulting me,
sought farther advice of his Engineer-in-
Chief, and, as a result of that, ultimately
a, valuation of the plant and buildings
was made, and it reads as follows. This
is a minute addressed by the acting-
assistant to the Engineer-in-Chief on the
21st July :

The valuation is as follows :-(b) Buildings,
£805; (c) material on ground, M2,710;. (4)
machinery,. £3,385; (a) siding, £10; total,
£7,800. Of this amount £2,710 fluctuates,
leaving £4,590 as what may be termed "1per-
mapnent" valuation. The title possessed by
the contractors to the aiding is not known.
"A" of the 1Ron. Minister's minute hereunder
has not been answered; this being more a
matter for you to ascertain.

and so on. There we see that, according
to this valuation, there was then on the
round a value, apart altogether from

material, of £5,000 odd. It is alleged
that against this altogether during the
term of the contract progress payments
were made up to £11,000. I am not in
possession of the figures in regard to the
progress payments which were made, but
I am prepared to assert that the interest
probably on the progress payments, com-
puted at four per cent., did not exceed
£200 during the whole of the course over
which these advances or progress pay-
ments were granted. It is not usual to
claim interest on progress payments. If
one undertakes to erect a building, and
puts a certain number of bricks on the
round for that building, he very comn-

nmonly gets, percentage in the shape of
progress payments on that material,
and no one dreams of claimping in-
terest on it. It is part of the contract
that this material shall he on the ground
before the building is erected. But I
want to say that this was not like an
ordinary contract. This contract eshib-
lished a new industry in Western Aims-
tralia, an industry which at that time

was employing in this State over 100
mn. We had alwmtvs been sending
money out of Western' Australia before
mny Government was in office. This is
the first case in which vertical cast-iron
pipes were made in this State, and un-
fortunately, the present Goverunent have,
since this industry was established here,
chosen to send out of this State a certain
amount of money for the construction of
pipes of this description which could
have been made here as cheaply probably
as they are made in the Eastern States.
If they could not have been made as
cheaply, it would only have been because
wages are a. little better here than out-
side; and surely Ministers are not going
to send con3tracts outside because wages
are better here than they are in the other
States. Surely Ministers are not going
to send contracts ouside while there are
hundreds of our men wanting employ-
ment here.

Tits MINISTTER Eon WoRIus: This
Government has not let a contract outside
the State.

MR. DAGLISH: The Minister knows
(he contract I refer to.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:- That was
not let by the Government.

Mn. DAGLISH: The Minister can
plead guilty to letting a contract which
embraced. that, and left it open to the
contractor to sublet a contract outside
the State. That is the position. It is
much worse to allow~ a contractor to let
a sub-contract outside than it is to let a
contract at first-hand outside the State.
At all events, that 'is how it appears to
me, because the Government can exercise
a larger check if it lets the contract itself
direct than it could do if it allowed soe
contractor to sublet part of the contract.
I am not anxious, however, to labour this
point. I am anxious to show the House
that everything in connection with the
contract let to Monteath and Clemenger
was absolutely open and above-board,
and that the only difference with
regard to that contract as compared with
the treatment to the Westralia Iron
Works Ltd. was in the fact that the
other firm were allowed 5 per cent. less
advance on raw material than the Wes-
tralia Iron Works were jallowed. 'That
is absolutely the only difference; and in
return for that, as I say, in both instances
we have had the advantage of starting
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new works in Western Australia, and-I
am giving the Minister for Works an
opportunity for denying this statement-
we paid less for the vertical cast-iron
pipes made under this contract by Messrs.
Monteath & Clemenger locally than we
had paid for imported pipes of the same
description previously. In other words,
instead of having to pay a. higher per-
centage for gett ing the pipes made locally,
we got them made locally, we employed
local labour, we got a new industry
established, and we got pipes cheaper
than a similar class of pipes had ever
been supplied at in Western Australia.
And I am attacked as having been guilty
of a job in doing this in the interests o
the State of Western Australia.

Tani TREASJERn: 'What did they offer
to import them at?

Mn. DAGLISH: They offered to im-
port them lower.

THE TREASURER: Three thou sand
pounds lower.

MR. DAGLISH: I stated earlier-I
think the Minister was here, and I think
he was awake at the time-that Messrs.
Monteath Bros. and Clemenger wore the
lowest tenderer for imported pipes and
locally-made pipes, and they were the
only tenderers who complied with the
conditions of the contract in regard to
locally-made pipes; and therefore when
it is alleged that other teuderers were un-
fairly treated, I want to say that other
tenderers created conditions for them-
selves and were not willing to tender on
the conditions established by the depart-
ment; and these persons were the only
local tenderera who were prepared to
comply with the conditions. One other
firm submitted tenders for a different
class of pipe altogether, and recommended
that the Works Department should take
these in preference to the class of pipe
asked for. A second local firm was
willing to tender for two or three lines
in the whole of the contract. But the
tender of this particular firn was recom-
mended by the Tender Board as being
the one that complied with the conditions
of the contract, and I think that the
Tender Board recommended the local
tender in preference to the tender for im-
ported pipes. Anyway, if the Tender
Board had recommnended the imported

pieI as Minister would have been
peeldy willing to depart from the re-

commendation of the Tender Board and
adopt a local tender in preference to the
imported one, because I believe we owe a
duty to this State to build up every pos-
sible industry we can, and give all the em-
ployment we possibly can, to do what the

iMinister-except where Fremantle pipes
are concerned-and the Colonial Treasurer
so strongly advocate, that is to encourage
the capitalist to invest his mnoney here

1instead of investing it in some other
State or in some foreign country. I
think I have sufficiently proved the con-
tention I set out to establish, that not
only was this transaction a businesslike
one, but a transaction advantageous to
the State. It was a transaction that no
member need blush for, and my only
regret is that I das absent from this
State when the contract was let, and
therefore I cannot claim the same amount
of credit for letting the contract as I
would have been able to get had I been
in Western Australia at the time. With
regard to the present Government-and
I forgot to begin my speech with con-
gratu~ations-I have much pleasure in
congratulating the Premier on his eleva-
tion to that important office, and in
expressing the hope that he will be able
to do good service to the State whilst be
occupies that position. I likewise also con-
gratulate the new Ministers, two of whom
I see before me, and I only hope that
their work may be characterised by like
advantage to the State. In regard to the
Ministerial policy as embodied in the
Address-in-Reply, I intend to say nothing,
because after all it is entirely in the
clouds. The Governor's Speech is always
vague, but in regard to vagueness, I con-
gratulate the present Government in
having gone a step farther than any of
their predecessors. It would be impos-
sible for any Governor's Speech to be
more vague than that submitted by the
present Government. The only definite-
ness is in regard to the statistics, and
after all, if one wants to get statistics, he
goes to the Statistical Abstract, on which,
I believe, we cannot place too strong a
reliance, according to the Colonial Trea-

surr. To make up for this deficiency on
the part of the monthly issue, we have
to go to the Speech. I am not prepared
to go to the Governor's Speech for that

*sort of thing, butlIdid go to the Governor's
*Speech to find out what the Ministerial
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policy was. I find they are in favour of a
land tax, a tax on unimproved land values,
to which certain members-the old parlia-
nientarians -were bitterly opposed 12
months ago. Twelve months ago, the
Colonial Treasurer told us it was wrong
to impose a tax on unimproved land
values, that it was wrong to iwpose any
new tax until we had had some attemp 1 t
at retrenchment in the public service.
What has the Colonial Treasurer d]one in
the mneantime ? To what extent has the
public service been reduced since the
bon. member uttered those sentences V
I do not want my remarks to be con-
strued as a reproach to the Colonial
Treasurer on his present attitude. I
rejoice over the fact that one sinner has
repented. The only' unfortunate p-art is
that the sinner has repented so late. I
hope, however, for his sake, that the
eleventh hour has not passed. Twelve
months ago the bon. member denounced
me because I had the hardihood to
propose this very tax. He de-
nounced the Government of which I
was a member because of the fact
that it suggested increased taxation,
What has the hon. member been doing
ever since be took Ministerial officeP
Last session-that hurried session-we
had nothing but taxation. We had
increased stamp duties, a totalisator tax,
increased publicans' licen sing fees, and
we have had one or two other imposts
levied by Executive authority since the
House rose. And yet the former Govern-
ment was denounced for proposing new
taxation. As I said, I am not anxious to
attack the Treasurer or his colleagues for
their present proposals. My only com-

plaint is that their proposals Come so Very
late. Instead of bringing forward those
proposals now, Ministers ought still to be
sitting on the front Opposition bench
and supporting the proposals brought in
by nmy colleagues and mue two years ago.
Ministers have so far found it impossible
to make the drastic retrencbnment in the
public service that they considered easily
possible. True, they have mnade a. certain
retrnchment in public works expendi-
ture; and I shall not quote figures to
justify that contention, for I am in the
unfortunate position that I cannot quote
figures when the authorised statements
are alleged to be incorrect. When the
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Bath)

quoted the authorised Government publi-
cations, hie was told that they were
absolutely wrong; and therefore, as these
are the onlyv sources of information that a
mnember has, I am in the unfortunate
position -of being able only to make a
general statement on this subject. But
I am anxious to help the present Govern-
wient; and if they- bring forward measures
in accordance with the ouitlines of their
policy, as I understand it in the Gover-
nor's Speech, I ann willing to help themn
to carry those proposals. I ain not
anxious, because other members are in
power, to sit in the scat of the scornful.
I ain not anxious to oppose because I
happen for the time being to sit on the
Opposition side. But I c.an assure Min-
isters that if they bring forward proposals
that seemn to me reasonable-laud tax
proposals, for instance, in accordance with
the views I have already enunciated-

THn ATroRzzr GEsNRAL: With a
£400 exemiption?,

Mn. DA GLiSH: Exactly; 'with reason-
able exemptions-I am quite willing to
support them. I have not changed my
opinions because I have changed my seat
in the House.

Ma. SCADDAN:- The Attorney General
was not referring to the Esperance Railway

MR. DAGLISH:. And by the way. I
may congratulate the Attorney General
on his attitude on the Esperance Rtailway
pro ject.

Ma. Tsov: And on the land-tax ex-
emuptions also.

MR. DAGLISH: I do not know what
used to bes his attitude on exemptions.

ME. SoA~nANa: Hie was an out-and-out
opponent of exemptions.

ME. DAGLISH: Well, I am quite
as willing to rejoice at the Attorney
General's conversion as at that of the
Treasurer; and I hope that front their
close association an early conversion is
possible. 1 desire briefly to touch on the
Federal question; and in that connection
I am not following the member for Swan
(Mr. Gull) in his, advocacy of secession,
because I desire above all things to be
-Practical, and one who advocates secession
is recommending something that is abso-
lutely impossible. The secession of any
one State cannot be brought about. if
there were a united request from the
different States of Australia for a disso-
lution of the Federation, that dissolution
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could be brought about. But in that
connection, unfortunately, we have the'
Federal Parliament; and I am prepared
to say there is not a single member of that
Parliament who will openly advocate a dis-
solution of the Federation. What would
be the result of a flew appeal to the people
of Australia it is not for mue to say; but
I have recently been in Tasmania, where,
so far as I could judge, the feeling against
Federation was very strong. When in
Queensland, I found that public feeling
was itter there, and very strongly in
favouir of getting out of' Federation. In
New South Wales, Victoria, and South
Australia there is also a fairly strong
feeling adverse to Federation; and there-
fore, if an. appeal to the people of the
States were made, unquestionably there
would be a much stronger vote against
Federation than there was at the date of
the Federal referendum. But that appeal
to the States is unlikely, because of the
fact that in the Federal Parliament we
have members all of whom are in favour
of the established order of affairs, and
without their voice no appeal to the
people is possible. Eut for one State to
talk of secession is ridiculous; because
no one State would be allowed by the
Federal Parliament, or would be author-
ised by the popie of the other States, to
secede. If there is to be a dissolution, it
must be a dissolution by mutual consent;
and no other miethod of getting rid of
the Federation is possible. What thena
remains for Western Australia? 'To
retain every p)ossible privilege that it
possesses; to sacrifice nothing. And in
this connection I ciuphin somewhat of
the inaction of the present Ministry. I
%vi.h members to understand that I ami
speaking without my remarks having any
party significance whatever. In October
last ani election was held at East Fre-
rtan tie, and one candidate was declared
to he returned. After the election the
unsuccessful competitor appealed against
the return of that zucrber-s-ppealed to
the Supreme Court in accordance with the
provisions of our Electoral Act. The
Supreme Court held that the election was
null and void; and in the ortlinarv course
of events the new election would have
been held under the order of this Rouse.
But at the beginning of our present
session you, Mr. Sp)eaker, submitted
to us a report of thv decision of the

Supreme Court, and a farther report
that the Federal High Court had author-
ised an appeal to itself. Now the terms'
of our Electoral Act in regard to this
question are very strong and very dlear.
Our Act provides that there shall be no
appeal front the decision of the Supreme
Court; in fact, it goes farther, and pro-
v ides that the decision of the Supreme
Court shall not be questioned. My eon-

*tention. is that in view of this fact-and
the Electoral Act was passed after the
passing of the Cornmonwealth Constitu-
tion Act -we are neglecting to stand up
for our State rights if we fail to carry out
the decision to which our Supreme Court

*has already given utterance. I do not
Icare who mnay be the candidate affected.
I amn altogether regardless of the fact
that MVr. Angwin was on one side and
Mr. Holmes on the other. The point I
a-m contending for is that we should,
zealously guarding our State rights,
insist that effect shall be given to the
law which we passed. In regard to that
it may be alleged that we have no right

*to express a legal opinion at variance
-with the opinion expressed by the High
Court when it gave the right to appeal.
I do not for one moment pretend to he
a lawyer. I speak with all the humiliy

Iwhich a. layman ought to exhibit when
Idealing with a technical point. At the
same time, 1 hope that our Constitutional
and our State rights are not to depend on
technicalities and on pettifogging argu-
inents. I hope that the Commonwealth
Constitution Act, and our Electoral Act,

Iand other important statutes which con-
trol our privileges, are to be interpreted
ini a conimon-seum fashion rather than
interpreted on legal technicalities. The
Commonwealth Act, in regard to judi-
ciary, provides in effect--I do not pro-
fess to give the words, because I am
speaking entirel y from memory on this
subject-that Where a right of appeal to
the Privy Council existed at the time of
passing that Act a right of appeal
to the High Court shall exist. In
other words, the Act to some extent

*transfers the right of appeal to the
Privy Council to a right of appeal to the
High Court. I believe that another sec-
t ion provides for an ultimate right of

4appeal to the Privy Council again; but
this particular section gives the right to
the High Court to adjudicate on all,
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questions concerning which the Privy
Council has a right to adjudicate, and
gives the High Court no right to deter-
mine any questions other than those
upon which the Privy Council has a right
to adjudicate, so far as State constitu-
tional law is concerned. Our electoral
law, prior to the passing of the Common-
wealth Constitution Act, provided for no
right of appeal whatever to the Privy
Council; but the then existing law in
regard to disputed elections was that the
Court of Disputed Returns, which was
part of the Supreme Court of Western
Australia, should have the right to settle
all election disputes, and that its decision
should be final, should be subject to no
appeal. Therefore, as the decision of
our Court of Disputed Returns-in other
words, of our Supreme Court--was final,
and without appeal either to the Full
Court or to the Privy Council, so at the
present rime, under the Commonwealth
Constitution Act. I contend that the
decision of our Supreme Court pro-
vided for by the Electoral Act is
beyond appeal either to our Full Court or
to the Federal High Court itself. Again
I wish to einphasise, the fact that I am
not speaking in any party spirit, but as T
should speak if Mr. Angwin had been
the successful candidate at the late elec-
tion and Mr. Holmes the appellant. I
am speaking as one who desires to safe-
guard State rights, and to prevent Fede-
nil encroachmnents, no matter from what
quarter they come. I urge that it is the
duty of this Parliament and of the Gov-
ernment as leading the Parliament to
enforce strongly the law that we ourselves
have passed. And I wish to impress on
members that it is no use our passing
laws, no use our following the conditions
laid down in the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion, if we are to allow any au thority-be it
the Federal Parliament or the Federal
High Court- to overrule the very con-
ditions upon which we entered into that
Federation. I appeal to Mlinisters to
consider this question. I appeal to them
to conserve every possible right of the
people of this State. I appeal to them to
decentralise, ais far as they possibly can,
by securing the fullest State control, and
to resist steadfastly any encroachment by
the Federal authority, no matter from3
what quarter it may come. And fol-
lowing the samne line of argument, I wish

to express the conviction that if we are to
look after our State rights, we must very
carefully look after the Constitution of
our Federal Parliament; and it is
the duty of every man, regardless of
party, to see that in the Federal
Parliament State rights are conserved.
I heard a6 few months ago a6 member of
the Senate, the House established for
the purpose of conserving State rights,
arguing that if five-sixths of the States
and five-sixths of the population of Aus-
tralia -were in favour of a particular line
of action, we had a right to abide by a
decision of the majority of the States
and of the people. If West Australians
are to represented in that fashion in the
Rouse established to conserve State
rights, what hope has Western Australia
from the Federation ? We are bound to
lose every time; and r urge on members
the fact, and I am speaking I hope to
the country as well, that if we are going
to conserve State rights and to build up
industries here, and to look after not only
our selfish and personal interests, but
those of posterity, we should see that
those returned by us to represent us mn
the Federal Parliament, and especially in
the Houge appointed to conserve State
rights, shall be fully imbued with the
necessity of representing our interests
and conserving our rights, rather than
attempting to represent the interests and
advance the sichemes of those who they
tkink may for the time being be in the
majority in the Commonwealth as a
whole. It is impossible, unfortunately,
for one to go far in the Federal argu-
ment in this House; but I desire to
emphasise as far as I possibly can the
duty members of this House owe to the
people of the State. I beliove that we
were nut only returned to speak to those
who are miet here, but our ditty
demands that we should speak for
the interests of our electors ouitside
this House and endeavour, in reward to
Federal matters as well as State affairs,
to educate the comhlnitv as to where
its interests lie; and I hope that when
the Federal elections come, members will
recognise their duty asleadersof thepeople
in that particu far respect, and will, above
all, endeavour to show to the citizens of
this State the means by which they can
most effectually conserve all their interests

aid aavance their welfare. There are a
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few local matters on which I desire to
touch. I have already spoken far
beyond the limit I set on myself when I
rose to address the House. I desire,
however, to bring before the consider-
ation of members one question affecting
the election to which I have already
referred in dealing with State rights, and
that is the question raised in the papers
relating to the elections in the Fremantle
dis~trict in October last. These papers
were laid on the table only the other day,
after having been virtualy refused during
last session of the House. They show
among other things that a6 very serious
offence, as far as one can judge by the
statements, took place. Although it
may be urged that these are ex parts
statements, it must he borne in mind
that they are the statement of officers
supposed to be, and as far as I am able
to judge actually are, impartial. [MnR.
TAYLOR:' Hear, hear.] These reports
show that a certain serious offence was
committed in connection with the elec-
tion at East Fremantle. The Inspector
of Parliamentary Rolls wrote in this
connection the following minute, dated
8th November, 1905 -

I would draw your attention to one Edmund
Dcdgson, King Street, engineer, who voted by
post at the instigation of one of tho candi-
dates. This unfortunate man is, I under-
stand, suffering from general paralysis of the
insane, and is In a very bad state. From in-
quiry I understand that Mr. Lohoar, one of the
appointees, refused to take the vote on the
ground that he was uinable to distinguish
right from wrong. Mr. Learmouth was after-
wards called into requisition, and took the
vote. Mr. King and myself went to see
Dodgson yesterday, and were informed by the
nurse that he had been ill for some months,
and she did not think it quite the thing to
have taken the vote. From her I could gather
that Mr. Learmonth -wrote the name on the
ballot-paper and touched the handle of the
writing instrument with the poor fellow's
hand.
This was signed by Mr. Daly, the In-
spector of Parliamentary Rolls. Then
the Colonial Secretary wrote a minute on
that saying:

Before action is taken .. .I want a~ll the
rcturns from the Metropolitan and Central
Goldfields districts to be furnisbed.

In reply to that Mr. Burt,' who was Chief
Electoral Officer, said :

What object is to be gained by thi dely
I am very likely to be unable to obtain wt-
passes if these prosecutions are delayed.Ro

can they be affected by what has happened in
other districtsP The action of Mr. Learmouth
in taking the vote of Edmund Dodgeon, since
dead, was a scandalous proceeding, and I trust
the Minister will place no difficulty in the way
of prosecuting him.-(Sgd.) OcT. BURLT.
20/1110&.
1 want to commend Mr. Burt, whom I
have sometimes attacked in this House,
for his very straightforward representa-
tion that apparently was unpalatable to
his then departmental Ministerial head.
Mr. Kingsmill. then passed these papers
on to Mr. Moss, who, although Honorary
Minister, was. acting in the capacity of
Attorney General, and said;

I should be obliged if you would peruse
these papers and furnish me with an opinion as
to the advisability of prosecuting these per-
sons, and the likelihood of obtaining convic-
tions.
Mr. Moss referred the matter to the
Crown Solicitor, saying:-

Please advise generally on this matter.
The Crown Solicitor replied:-

If the facts are as stated, then in my opinion
Mr. Learinontli has committed an. offence
against Section 140 of the Electoral Act, 1902,
namely a breach of official duty by an attempt
to influence the vote of an elector. With
regard to other cases, these are all offences
against Section 107, which provides that an
elector shall only be entitled to vote for a
district in which he resides.
And so on. The rest of that opinion
does not relate to this particular case, so
I need not trouble members with it. In
that minute the Crown Solicitor says
that if the facts are as stated Mr. Lear-
month has committed an offence. I want
to point out that Mfr. Moss, I believe, is a
member of the firm of Mlloss & Barsden,
and that firm was interested as counsel
for one of the candidates at this par-
ticular election.

THE 'MINISTER FOR Woancs: When
did the firmn represent one of the candi-
dates ?

MR. DAGLISH : I believe it was at
the hearing of the election petition.

Tjrx MINISTER FR Wos: After the
election. Exactly.

AIn. 1)AGiISH:- Of course the Mini-
Ister will understand that candidates have
no solicitors, so fax as I know, when an
election is on. This candidate had friend.

Iat that election, and one of those friends
Iacted in. such a fashion that his action
was dliscussed in this House just after

teeeton, so far as my memor os
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Mr. Moss wrote on the Crown Solicitor's
minute:

On the preceding page is the opinion of the
Crown Solicitor. As Mr. Learmonth acted as
an officer of tbe Electoral Department, I think
an explanation should be obtained from him.
You will notice that the Crown Solicitor bases
his opinion on the assumption that the facts
stated by the Chief Electoral Officer area
accurate. I certainly think it would not be
fair to institute prosecutions in the other
cases. Statements of the Crown Solicitor in
the last three paragraphs of his minute I
entirely adopt.
These are paragraphs that do not relate
to Mr. Learmouth. Mr. Moss adopts
everything of the Crown Solicitor's minute
that does not affect the East Fremantle
election. The minute proceeds:-

Moreover the Cabinet in the prosecution
against Mr. Tanks took a similar view to that
which the Crown Solicitor holds.

The Crown Solicitor was entirely right
except where be recommended a prosecu-
tion against this one particular officer.
I have not the pleasure of knowing Mr.
Learmiouth; but I have no feeling, as I
said earlier, in regard to this particular
election, because, I regret to state, neither
candidate belongs to my party, and I can
speak entirely without bias. I say it is
ridiculous for a Minister for his own
purposes to assume that the Chief Elec-
toral Officer and the Inspector of Rolls
and other officers would make reports
that these elections are bad, or would
submit statements that are not facts. If
these officers are submitting statements
that are not facts, then the best thing is
to prosecute on their statements and force
the officers to prove them, or if it be
shown that they have acted from bias to
get rid of them. The position of the
acting Attorney General was very clear.
The Colonial Secretary to begin with
took up a position that one man coin-
mitting a breach of the Electoral Act
should not be prosecuted unless other
offenders agaitit that Act could be found
and prosecuted. In other words, he fol-
lowed the same principle that if we catch
one burglar we have no right to proceed

agant him so long as there is any other
burglar moving about unarrested in the

community; that we have no right to
proceed for one breach of the law by one
individual while another individual com-
mitting a breach of the law is not vet
detected. What right had the Premier

to go out in certain loose and airy
apparel the other night to catch one
member of the communityv and have him
prosecuted, when there was reason to
suppose there are other men of the same
stamp not prosecuted ? Why did he not
wait until the others were caught instead
of catching this man, whose only offence
was-I do not know whether he was in
the Premier's room ;I believe he was
there to steal the Premier's policy, or he
might have been an agent of the member
for Leonora simply seeking to obtain
restitution. However, the theory that
one offender is not to be prosecuted until
all other offenders are caught, is abso-
lutely ridiculous. This was not an act
perpetrated by a member of the present
Government. It was perpetrated by a
member of the past Government whom
the present Government had the good
sense to drop, and I commend them for
dropping him; and it is not an action
that reflects on any member of the pre-
sent Government unless he was a party
to it in the late Government. As far as
I can judge, if the acting Attorney
General, the Honorary Minister of the
late Government, had acted fairly, he
shonid have said that as an interested
party in the East Fremantle election he
declined to express an opinion on this
(luestion, that the Crown Solicitor had
expressed an opinion, and he would for-
ward it for his colleagues' action. But
what did he do?~ He deliberately im-
plied that certain public officers submitted
statements that could not be relied on,
and deliberately implied that the Chief
Electoral Officer had become a supporler
and partisaii of the Labour party.
That really is what the inference amounts
to, that this gentlemen wvho previously
was notsupposed tohave Labour leanings,
has suddenly developed into a partisan
of the Labour party and of the late
member for East Fremau tie, Mr. A ngwin.
Therefore the acting Attorney General
and Honorary Minister declines to recomn-
mend a prosecution. Wecll then, this
goes to the Premier for Cabinet, and it is
referred to the Cabinet with the result
that Cabinet says, " Wait result of elec-
tion petition East Fremnantle." The
result of the East Fremantle petition has
been determined some time ago, hut what
I want to say is that anything like this
that would have thrown light on the East



Addessin-epl: [2 J~y,190.]Ninth day. 409

Fremantle election is one of the things
which should have been brought up before
the election petition came on for hearing,
We have no right to cloak anything, and
if Mr. Butt was making a false accusa-
tion against an officer for taking a vote
wrongfully, and a false accusationt against
the candidate for receiving a vote wrong-
fully, that matter should have been
brought out in the Court openly in order
to elucidate the ease and to wipe out one
candidate. I do not think Cabinet had
an opportunity of discussing this matter,
because at every Cabinet meeting there
are so many things to discuss and
Ministers cannot go through every file of
papers. Probably there was a statement
from the then acting Attorney General,
and probably the Ministers took for
granted the representation made by him.
I do not believe Ministers would have
been willing to suppress a prosecution if
they had read the file as I have read it.
I believe they would have acted on
the recommendation of the impartial
authority, the Crown Solicitor, from a
legal point of view, and front the prac-
tical point of view of the Chief
Electoral Officer. I want to see the
utmost purity' in elections, apart from
party considerations. We can afford
in these elections to set aside all con-
siderations of the party and opinions
of the different candidates and deal with
cases on their merits. I would not
accuse the Government for a monment of
attempting to serve the cause either of
Mr. Holuies or of Mr. Angwin; but I
ami afraid, very much afraid, that the
Minister who wrote the minute I have
read wrote it because lie was consciously
or uniconsciouisly biased by political
opinions and by the fact that he was
anxious to secure the success of the
olpposition to the petition lodged by Mr.
Angwin. . I am pleased that the late
Government refrained fromi appointing
their acting Attorney General as Judge,
because while I regret the fact that they
cast on the local Bar the slur of appoint-
ing an imported man from England to
that position, I do not think it right that
these gifts should be given to the man
who happens to be in the Ministry of the
day and happens to hold the power of
recomumendation for the time being. I
am glad that the genutlemnan recogniised
his own unfitness for the position and

*therefore was not anxious to secure the
appointment. But there were' other
members of the Bar practising in West-
ern Australia we could obtain to worthily

*fill the position on the Supreme Court
Bench, and if there were none in West-
ern Australia then I am sufficient of a
federalist, to recommend to the Govern.
ment to send to some other State of Aus-
tralia to secure their Judges. Unfortu-
nately there is too often in Governments
a tendency to regard it as imp1 ossible that
any good can come out of Nazareth.
Too often they despise our people because
they are closely associated with them.

iThere are many worthy practitioners at
the Bar here who could fill with advan-
tage to the State and with dignity to the
Bench a position on the Bench of the
Supreme Court. It is to be regretted
that the late Governntent went outside
the State to fill the position; but if the
Government had to go outside the
State, why not go to one of the
Eastern States, because the various
laws of the States of the Common-

Iwealth approximate more closely to one
another than the laws of England
approximate to the laws of the individual
States. It would have been far easier if
a practitioner had been imported fromt
the Eastern States for him to get in
touch with the local statute law than for
any barrister, no matter how able, fromi
the old country to accomplish the same
task. While I say thjs 1 wish to assert
it is not moy desire, far be it indeed from
me, to assert that the gentleman who has
secured the judicial appointmnent is ini
any way unfit for the position for which
he has been engaged. I merely assert,
however, that there are many men in
Australia, and I believe some within
Western Australia, who would have been
quite competent to fill with credit the
same important function. In i-gard to
the question of the Agent General who
was appointed by the late Government, it
is mny intention to, saky only this, that in
my opiinion the Leader of the Opposition
made a mistake in moving the adjourn.
meet of the House on a question of such
importance. There was no such urgency
in the matter as need have dictated that
action. Had the Leader of the Opposition
moved an addition to the Address-tin.
Reply protesting against that appoint-
inent I should have supported it, because
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T feel that the appointment was a wrong
one and wrongfully made. By the ray,
at my last election I protested a gainst
the caucus principles, but it seems that
my protest has done no good to the
Ministerial party, because this is the first
instance so far as I know in which an
important public position has been con-
ferred by a caucus of a parliamentary
party. Trhe appointment was made un-
doubtedly by a caucus of the Ministerial
party. They have carried the caucus
principle very much farther than the
Labour party ever carried it, because the
Labour party never carried it so far as
even to elect a Minister, and my protest
against caucus government so far as5 it
relates to the Labour part 'y relates equally
to the party sitting Opposite to the
Labour party. My opinion is, these
gentlemen who have preached strongly
in season and out of season against
caucus-

MR. BATH: They have ridden it to
death.

MR. DAGLISW": I do notknow that it
is dead yet, but I will take it from the
Leader of the Opposition that caucus is
dead-perhaps both leaders will join in
that assurance. The weak point of the
caucus principle in making appointments
is this. In the Minlisterial party there
were a certain numiber of gentlemen who
aspired to office. They understood that
if the Agent General was appointed from
one of the existing, Ministers and certain
other alterations made there would be at
certain number oif vacancies, and I think
if every one who was a candidate for one
of the vacancies voted[ in favour of the
appointment, what hope would there be
of defeating it? It naturally would be
carried. This is unfortunately the weak
point in regard to makting these appoint-
ments by a party. it is the weak point
in regard to the elective Ministry Prit-
ciple. If you have elective Ministers or
elective Agents General, it means that you
introduce the log-rolling business. You
give power to the vote of men who are
desirous of getting rid of an) opponent
or wish to placate a competitor by
giving vote for vote, by giving advan-
tage or benefit for benevfit. For that
reason I regret that in Western Australia
the principle has been introduced by the
present Ministerial party of making im-
portant appointments in caucus of the

party. I hope the first case will be the
last case. A strange thing was this:
the same caucus electing thle Agent
General was not prepared to elect a
leader, was not prepared to decide who
should be Premier. It was a natural and

I proper thing that a parliamentary party
should elect its leader; and seeing one
leader announced his intention of retiring
it was only right that the party should
have selected his successor. But the party
said, "No, we will not do that; we will
delegate it to the Agent General to select
who should be the next Premnier;" and
when the Agent General in posse had
selected the leader the party- said,
" Although we left it to you, we under-
stood you were going to select so-and-so,
but if you select anyone else we have not
given you authority to select anyone at

MoEMBER: That is where the log-rolling

Mr. DAGLISH: I do not know any-
thing of log-rolling, for I have not been a
member of the Ministerial party. The
Leader of the Opposition should not have
attempted to express his opinions by a
motion for the adjournment of the
House, but should have shown his dis-
approval of the appointment by moving
a, definite amendment or an addendum to
the Address-in-Reply. That would have
been the proper and constitutional course
of lproce(llnt, and would have given
members on the opposite side ain oppor-
tunity of justifying in public the vote
they gave in caucus, and perhaps would
have been the means of converting some
of us who think the appointment bad to
think the appointment good; but the
Leader of the Opposition allowed the
opportunity' to pass.

Ma. BOLTON: There is time enough
yet.

MR. DAGLISH: There is not time
enough. We cannot have at second debate
on a question of that importance without
abusing tile forms of Parliament. The
proper plan to bring the appointment
straight within the ordinary niachiner v of
Parliament was not by the use of the
special method intended to apply to
questions of urgency. If at the present
moment an addendum to the Address-in-
Reply were moved, what would it imply?
It would imply that the Leader of the
Opposition had misled the House. The
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hon. member has not the power of
moving an amendment now. If the
amendment were moved it would mean
the moving of a vote of no confidence in
the Leader of the Opposition, an ex-
pression of opinion by the mover, the
seconder and the supporters of such an
amendment that the Leader had misled
the House when he said it was a motion
of urgency and when it was found there
was no urgency in it. I apologis for
having taken up the time of the House
to a greater extent than I intended. I
hope my remarks have hurt no member's
feelings. I have tried to introduce some
new matter into the debate. I shall do
all I can, I may say in conclusion, to help
the Government in everything brought
forward for the welfare of the State, and
I shall do nothing which will assist in the
(isplacing of the Government unless they
do something which will turn out to the
detriment of the people.

'At 6,30, the SPEAXER left the Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenam) : I had no intention of speak-
ing in this debate, for many reasons; but
if for no other reason, at least for this,
that there has been little said that is
worthy of being classed as true criticism.
while very much has been said which
can only be classed as a pure waste of
the time of the House and the time of
the country. However, for reasons that
are obvious to members of this House, it
has become necessary for me to say a few
words before this debate closes. And in
saying these few words I intend abstain.
lug rigorously from indulging in mere
vituperation, in any mere bitter com-
mnents, however provoked by the conduct
of those who have preceded me in this
debate. I look upon such a course of
procedure as not merely insulting the
traditions of the House, -but as degrad-
ing to one's personality, and I fail
entirely to appreciate any effect such a
course of conduct can have in shaping
the policy of the country iii the direction
we all must desire it should travel in.
However, it is necessary that I should
notice, at any rate in a short manner,
some of the statements that have been
wade during the debate. It has been

said by the member for Mt. Margaret
(Mr. Taylor)--and I am glad to see him
in his place-that for some reason or
other not explained there is some blame
to be attached to me because, as a lro-
fessional man, I am the holder of certain
powers of attorney from private indi-
viduals, from companies and from others
who are without the State. Every man
of ordinary intelligence knows this much,
that it is one of the necessary duties
of any member of the legal profes-
sion to atccept the powers of attorney
which are granted to him by any person
who chooses to become his client, and
who sends them to him. It is a mon-
strous theory to imagine he would adopt
sonic selective attitude; because if there
is one thing I have prided myself on in

the profesion which, in spite of all that
ihuldagainst it, is the most noble

among all the professions, it is that I have
never forgotten that I was a public
pleader and that it is the right of every
man in the public who wished to hav'e
my services, to conimand them at any
time he chooses. And for a moment to
suggest that there should be any different
rule in my profession is a proposition
that I most absolutely and entirely differ
from. But, indeed, the suggestion that
I hold any powers of attorney is in itself
a most innocent one; and it is only the
unspoken thought that lies behind it, it is
only the unspoken idea that prompted it,
which makes it worthy of any notice on
my part or on the part of an 'y member in
the House. It is an insinuation that
because I hold, in my ordinary profes-
sional capacity certain powers of attorney,
given me through the confidence of my
clients, I am prepared to give these
people advantages, that I am prepared to
act dishonestly, and sacrifice the interests
of the country in the interests of my
private clients. There is not at gentle-
man in ally part of the British Empire
who holds the office which I now have tile
honour of holding who does not during
his continuance in that office continue to
acet as a private solicitor. It is absurd,
therefore, to say-as would be inferred
though it was not spoken-by the
speaker, that it is anything on my part
which is out Of the Ordinary. Therefore,
we are forced to this conclusion, that the
speaker would infer, whilst he did not say
it, that I am of such a dishonourable,
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nature, that I am, so bred and so raised
that I could entirely forget my duty to the
country, entirely sacrifice the interests of
the country and prostitute my position
for the purposes of private gain. Surely
the record of Mr. Burt, Mr. Leake,
,%r. James, Mr. Pennefather, and
every other member of the profession
who has preceded me in this office from
the time when responsible government
was granted, is sufficiently clean to
warrant even the man who does not k~now
anything but scurrility in making some
examination of his facts before he brings
a& charge of that character, or rather a
anere insinuation of that character, in a
House established as we are. Then
there is a farther statement which is
again supposed to convey something that
it is impossible to define. The bon,.
member says, -Look at the Attorney
General : he is a member of the Chamber
of Mines." The bon, member knowq
perfectly well that ever since that
chamber was founded, long years before
that chamaber became anything like what
it is to-day, when it was practically only
a, congregation of those on the goldfields,
I was a member ; a-ad why ? Because I
have always been interested in mining;
because every year that I have been in
this country and making money.-and I
admit with gratittude that I have had the
good fortune to make mnoney' in this
country-in the practice oif my pro-
fession, I have never hesitated to con-
tribute to the fullest extent of my power
to the development of the country by
participating inl every mining enterprise
open to me to participate in. Therefore
I became a member years ago of a
chamtber which was founded, at any rate,
with the object of encouraging the mi ning
industry. To-day, and since I have had
the honour of be;comiing a1 Mnister of the
Crown, I have boecome merelyan honorary
member of that institution, and I decline
altogether for one wioent-

Mat. TAYLOR: On a, point of order.
Before the Attorney General goes too
far, I would like t4) point out that I told
the House lie was the representative of a
comipanyv in the Clhambier of Mines. My
indictment was that he was the repre-
sentative of a company in the Chamber
of Mines, and I brought forward the
monthly returns of the chamber to sub-
stantiate that. ilaving bad to withdraw

on many occasions previously, I would
like-

WIR. SPEAKER: That is not a point
of order. It is an explanation, I think.

TaE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member says I am the nominee, the
representative, of a company. I think
he himself, because he is a goldfields
in an, must know that the chamber as at
present consitituted allows no one to be a
member unless he is a leaseholder. It is
a leasehoelders' association, and if one is
not registered in the Mines Department
as the holder of a lease lie has to be
nominated by somebody who is. That is
the position, and I am sorry to say that
I cannot convince myself that the hen.
member is not perfectly well aware of it.
Any person situated as I am, now that
personal membership has ceased, must
be nominated by seine member of the
chamber who is a leaseholder. And I
acknowledge with gratitude the courtesy,
as I ain always willing to acknowledge
an act of courtesy, of the company which
allows mne to become a member by noini-
Danting me to the position. What is, the
insinuation which lies behind this Is
inot distinctly thits, that I am capable

of dishonourable conduct, that because I
am a. memuber of the Chamber of Mines
1 am capable of sacrificing the interests
of the country, that--as I said before-I
am capable of prostitutting the position
I occupy ? Why? Not from any
facts the member has adduced, because
an extraordinary thing about the cruiel.
recriminations we hear" hurled fromn side
to side, and which are as frequent and as
broad as possible, is that there is nrever
an atom of ground suggested on which

Ithey shall rest. So it is here to-day.
Here is an ins3inuation1 of the basest
possible kind, andt not ain atom of

iground is suggested on which to base the
charge. My life has been a-very public
one indeed, on the goldfields. There is
no meniber, at any rate of the goldfields
public, who has not had ample oppor-
tunity of knowing everything I did, and
everything I forgot to do. And if it
were possible for an Iy mnan's life to be
tu rned inside out and be sceirced for weak
spots, surely it is mine. Therefore when
members find the bon. member prepared
to hurl these insinuations, and incapable
Of Suggesting oneV WAt) insupport Of thenm,
they must come to the conclusion that he
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acts with a reck-lessness wholly opposed to
the preservation of respect for himself or
for his fellow members in this House.
There 'was a reference miade by the
lion, member to a speech made by a Mr.
Brennan, a merchant of Kalgoorlie, in
which lie said, in the course of some con-
gratulatory remiarks, that lie was pleased
to observe that I was possessed of some
influence with tlie Chamber of Mines.
If I am niisquoting, the hon. genltlemnl
I know will correct me. The hon. niem-
her said that this gentleman was pleased
to observe that I was possessed of sonic
considerable influence with the Chamber
of Mines. That has been brought up by
the hon. member in the course of the
debate; and yet, if hie bad only taken die
trouble to examine the occasion on which
those words were spoken be would have
found that the circumstances were these.
There was in the Kalgoorlie district at
that time a very great amount of friction
between the employers and the workers.
There was very great danger of that
friction reaching a head. It was con-
cerned with the maintenance of thle rate
of wages which had been agreed upon in
past years. There was considerable
diversity of opinion among the mine-
owners as to the maintenance of that
rate. And one would have thought
that the hon. member, priding himself,
pluming himself, and arrogating to him-
self the title of the protector of the
workers, would have been on the spot
and would have used his influence-
for we all possess some influence
in our own spheres-one would have
thought he would have been on the
fields using the influence he possessed
for .the purpose of bringing the employer
and the worker together. But there
was no appearance for the hon. mem-
ber; and the very speech he refers to
was the speech of a business man who
was thanking me for having in my person
interfered, and for haviug secured to
those workers a continuance of the very
agreement which they debired should be
continued, and the preservation of the
rate of wages which they bad received in
the past.

Ms. COLLIER: Nobody but you knew
that. It was not known on the gold fields
that you had exercifsed that influence.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
hon. member lived in a village somewhat

reinote from Kalgoorlie, and the fact was
not known to hini, the fault is not mine.
However, in matters which affect our
personal reputation, I? submit-and I feel
sure that I shall find on the opposite side
of the H11ouse some who will be responsive
to that submission -that there should be
no dividing line in this House. When I
addrmess mnyself to a political speech in this
House, I look only to those sitting on myv
own side for support, and for the neces-
sary veouragement; but on a mjatter
which affects our personal. honour, then I
join with the member for Smibiaco (Mr.
Thiglish) in clahiing the right which he,
claims and which I fully recognise, that
on whatever side of tlit House mnember-s
may sit, they become absolutely bound to
support any luan whose personal honour
is attacked, unless there be amnple. proof
that lie is unworthy of their support.
Therefore I do not confine these words
to the Government benches ; but f
would ask all who have manl y senti-
meats, something more than niere party
ties to worship on the other side of
the Houise, to address themselves also to
this subject, and to consider that the
weapon which they use to-day may, with
far worse effects, be hurled against them-
selves to-morrow; and in that r-ememo-
brance to consider that those who wish to
preserve the tone of the House, to
preserve respect. for our personal honour,
and to prevent these wretched attempts
at mere e schange of calumnies, are
worthy of approval and support.

ME..Corramsa: The Minister for Mines,
for instance.

THE MINISTER FOR. MINES: I 'have
had enough abuse from your side.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
member for Boulder will allow me to
speak, I can at least say, and I challenge
any man to contradict me, that I hatve
never refused an absolutely full and
patient hearing toany man in this House;
and I demand the ihame.

MR. TAYLOR: Nobody accused you
of denying anyone at bearing.

Tns ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member (Mr. Taylor) has told us
that he has been for many years in this
House, and it is a boast of which I
believe any man would and should be
proud; but surely the circumstance
beings with it a commensurate sense of
duty. Surely a, man who has been here
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for years, who has perhaps learned over
and over again the lesson of the preserva-
tion of the dignity of this House and of
the individual, surely lie owes something
in the nature of an example to those
who are new-owners to the House, with
unformed mninds, and who come here
with everything to learn concerning par-
liamentary etiquette. But instead of
being an example to new members, what
is he? Can anyone say that hie is not
absolutely and 'entirely a, beacon that
every one of us must learn to shun ? He
tells us that he is hail-fellow-well-met
outside the doors of this Chamber; that
no matter what he may say in the
Chamber, lie is a good fellow with
everybody outside. And I believe his
statement is a fact. But surely no
other man making the charges made
by the hon. member, if he believed
only one-tenth of what he said, would
ever address outside the man at whom he
flung such charges in this House. On
the other hand, let me say that if a man
males such reckless charges, and if there
be absolutely nothing on which those
charges are based-

MR. TAYLOR: To what charges are you
referring ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: To
insinuations to which I have already re-
plied in the House-insinuations so base
that it is useless to refer to them farther.

MR. TAYLOR: Proved by the reports of
the Chamber of Mines.

Tan ATTORNEY GENERAL: If a
man is guilty of making such insinua-
tions, without having any justification for
his action, then I say it is time for
the members of the House to let him
know-

MR. TAYLOR:; I proved you guilty of
every charge I made, and proved it by
producing black and white; and I am
glad that my action is hurting you.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must keep order.

MR. TAYLOR: I will not allow him to
abuse me, sir.

'MR. SPERAKER: t will not allow you
to abuse the rules of the House.

Tasi ATTORNEY GENE RAL: I have
said to-night, and will repeat, that if the
hon. member thinks I have said anything
unfair or unjust, I will, if so directed,
unqualifiedly apologise to the House for
any trespass on its proper decorum. But

I have stood up to-night to voice what I
believe to be the sentiment of almost
every member of the House, namely
that the time has Come to ptitl an end to
this system of merely hurling charges
from one side of the House to the other;
that the time has conme to put an end to
the exchange of wretched insinuations;
aind that what we ought to do is this-

MR. TAYLOR (in explanation) : I
accused the hon. member of being a
member of die Chamber of Mines. I
proved that statement. TS that an in-
sinuation '? I object to the Attorney
General accusing me of innuendoes,
because I made definite charges which I
proved in black and white by the reports
of his own chamber.

Tan ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do
not wish to travel back over the ground
which I have already covered. But does
not the hon. member fully understand
that to say Ilam a member of the Chamber
of Mines was nothingP It was a
childishly innocent statement; but behind
it lurked the insinuation that I am
capable, because I am a member of the
Chamber of Mines, of acting dishonour-
ably and of betraying the country. There-
fore I say that the interruption of the
bon. member is a miserable attempt to
cover up what he knows is incapable of
excuse. And now let me have done with
these recriminations, which I have dealt
with I hope in a manner not too severe,
considering their nature and extent. Be-
fore dealing with any matter in the policy
speech, I desire to answer certain queries
which were addressed to me in the course
of the debate on this motion by members
whom I desire to furnish with every
possible information. The member for
North Fremantle (Mr. Soften) com-
mented on the non-inclusion of certain
names on the East Fremantle roll after
the issue of the writ. I desire to inform
him-and if opportunity offers I shall be
only too pleased to go farther into the
subject than I can possibly go to-night-
that once a writ is issued, it automatically
closes down the roll. Therefore any
attempt, after the date of the issue of the
writ, after the first hour of that morning,
to put a name on the roll is an improper
attempt and it must be stamped out.
Therefore, if I properly understood the
hon. member -
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MR. BOLTON: No. MY complaint wasI
that certain names handedl in on the dayI
prior to the issue of the writ were not
included.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
now understand what the bon. member
refers to. That is a difficulty which it is
impossible for us to overcome in the prec. i
sent state of the law. As the bon. mem-
her will recognise, we cannot have a. staff
of enormous proportions. Our staff must
have some limit. There is a rush to get
names in; and that rush culminates
during the very last hour in which the
office is open on the day before the issue
of the writ. What is the consequenceP
On the following morning the writ issues.
Those names are not on the roll;j and it
is not the receipt of names but the put-
ting of them on the roll which entitles
the applicants to vote. The names are
unfortunately crowded out. This is one
of the difficulties which we shall hitvre to
overcome in the Electoral Bill which I
hope to be able to bring in, not this
session unfortunately but early in the
following session, and to be abl to place
before the country before I bring it in,
in order that every member of this
Chamber and everyone else who takes
anl interest in our electoral system may
assist me to pass into law a workale
measure that will solve all difficulties of
that character. But to-day the difficulty
cannot possibly be avoided; and it will
recur in every election. I can assure the
bon. member that I regret its happening;
but we shall not, until we amend our law,
get a system whereby all those who are
entitled to be on the roll will get on the
roll if they lodge their names at any time
when they are entitled to do so. The
second inatter- in the nature of a query
with which I have to deal is that of land
tenure on the goldfields, raised by the
member for Hannans (Mr. Ware), who
is not here to-night. However, let
me, though he is absent, congratulate
him on the fact that he spoke and
spoke ably and well on the wants
and the requirements of his district,
without descending to a single per-
sonality. He is a man with whom I
have had a long acquaintanceship, ias-
much as we were for years acting together
on the land board at Kalgoorlie; and he
has fully retained the qualities which I
then saw in him. He is an able,1

vigorous, anid attentive member, while at
the same time he is in every respect a
gentleman of whom the goldfields can be
proud. To the question which lie sub-
mitted, my answer is that to have a dual
system of laud tenure on the goldfields is
impossible. We have there at present
the freehold and the leasehold systems,
cheek-by, -jowl. Now one thing is aibso-
lutely certain: that the man who haf a
leasehold title, and lives alongside the
mail with a freehold title, will never be
contented. And farther, when the man
with a leasehold title goes to get that
financial accommodation so absolutely
necessary to carry on his business, or to
erect a, house, or to obtain some material
for fencing, he is met with the difficulty
that most of the institutions which lend
money will not touch any title but a f ree-
hold title. The result is that the man of
small means who holds such a leasehold
area is forced to go to those who lend
money only at exorbitant rates; and
to-day one of the worst evils on the gold-
fields-one that I should headily like to
work in conjunction with all our gold-
fields members to remedy-is that lease-
holders who have to borrow, as we all
have 't borrow, say for the worthy
purpose of building a home, are, paying
rates of 20, 30, and 40 per cent. interest
for the accommodation they receive.

MR. BATH: You forget that as the
leaseholder has not to buy the freehold,
he can spend in erecting a house a suim
equivalent to the price of the freehold.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
admit that a man who buys a freehold
has to pay some money down; but the
hon. member will hear me out-because
this should not be made a party question,
as it affects those whose interests should
be placed above party warfare-he niust
know that men would far sooner pay
down whatever price the Government
may ask, if it be a fair price, and obtain
the freehold, as a purely commercial
speculation; for the freehoder can get
far more money* on loan, and at a lower
rate of interest, than is now obtainable.
by the leaseholder. Whilst wre counten-
ance as at Parliament-and nobody ques-
tions the expediency of the principle-
the alienation of Crown lands of great
value in the coastal districts, and the
giving away of the freehold of those lands
to everyone who comes for-ward to take
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them, it is absurd ill the extreme to say
to settlers who wish to build homes oil
the goldfields, where hlndis alost value-
less, "1 You are not to get a freehold title.
The soil you take up is worth nothing or
next to nothing, save for the fact that
you are living on it;i but whilst we give
freehold titles in other parts of the State
where land is valuable, for you there will
be nothing but the leasehold title, which,
whatever hardship it may inflict on you,
we are determined to maintain." For
that reason I hope soou to see steps take,,
to enable all leasehiolders on the goldfields
to obtain freeholds on proper terms; and
by proper terms I mean that the freehold
shall be sold at a reasonable .-rice, and
fartherinore that precautions shiall be
taken, tbrough a land board or some
similar institution, to see that the free-
hold isgranted to none but those who are
prepared to become genuine householders.
Thle third matter raised in this debate
was by the member for Murchison (Mr.
Holman), I think, dealing with a libel-
lous matter that appeared in a certain
weekly journal reflecting on the Bench.
I took the responsibility myself of ignor-
ing that paper-[Mn. A. J. WILSON:
Hear, hear]-for this reason, that the
matter then published had been fully
gone into by a committe appointed by a
former Government of this State, con-
sisting of men whose names are above
reproac h, and it would amount to this,
that we would say we were prepared, at
at the dictation of a gentlemani of very
questionable standing, to doubt the recti-
tude of those men, to doubt the result of
their report, and to open the whole thing
again. In coming to that decision I did
so with some relcance, because my per-

sonal opinion of the individual who owns
that paper is not a favourable one, He
came over here some years ago when I
occupied a municipal office, and sug-
gested to me that I should take his chair
because he was going to belabour the
Labour party of this State. Having
some knowledge of the gentleman's ante-
cedents and being besides that Dot
desirous that any person of his standing
or of his methods should belabour any
person, least of all people who, although
we are opposed to one another, are at
any rate members of the same State, I
refused to take his chair; and in con-
sequence he has indulged in some of those

diatribes, those criticisms, open letters I
believe lie calls them, directed to me per-
sonally; and although I was embarrassed
by the knowledge that he is aI man to

whmI have personally a strong objec-
tostill I felt that, in liy capacity as

Attorney General of the State, I should
take a stand worthy of the State,
and should, even at the cost of some
personal sacrifice, prevent any notice
being take-n of an individual of his
Standing ; and I am sure the right
course was adopted. I do not believe
anyone in this State for one moment
attaches the Slightest importance to a
man whose most eminent desire is
that we should make him anmartyr. [MR.
HOLMAN: He has made himself one now.]
I hope hie has. He is a 'nan whose
eminent desire is that he should be
given an advertisement in this State to
which lie is not entitled. The next matter
is one I mention with considerable diffi-
dence-thie Esperance Railway; and why
I have any diffidence is that on the gold-
fields I am prepared at any time and
anywhere to discuss the question of the
Esperance Railway, but I will not, be-
cause I happen to have views about it
which are not so cognate to the feeling
onl the goldflelds ais members think, allow
it to be discussed in coastal districts to
decry it. Whatever my views are, they
will be given in my electorate as they
have been in the past; and therefore I
trust the member who raised the question
will recognise that my lips on this matter
are shut in the coastal districts, where a
reference to it would be nothing on my
part but a personal advertisement. The
next matter raised was an objection by
the member for Mount Magnet to the
position assumed by me in regard to the
application of union funds. Hie said that
I objected personally to the funds of
unions being use for political purposes.
That is perfectly correct, and the reason,
and the manner, and the time of the
objection were that when I was standing
for re-election at Kalgoorlie I was asked
whether I was in favour of unions being
allowed to use their funds for political
purposes, and amongst other questions,
"1Was I in favour of unions that had a.
rule allowing them to use their funds for
political purposes being registered under
the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Act?" At the time thequestion was



Addessin-epl? [2 J~y,190.] Ninth day. 41 7

asked the subject was entirely new to me.
I had not had ain opportunity of perusing
it, or having it brought before me;
so I gave mly own Opinlion. on the matter.
I stated the opinion T held that a union
was formed for industrial purposes, and
every mani in the trade, no matter what
his political views were, was entitled to
join it; and therefore it stood as a contra-
diction that his contributions should be
used for political purposes which must
be opposed to his views if the member-
ship was sufficiently wide.

MR. BA&TH: A union is farned. by the
members for purposes specified by the
members, and- not for political purposes.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Since
the Leader of the Opposition has reminded
me of his views on the matter,, let mne
remind him. that when lie was in office
exactly the same question arose. I found
since I camne hack and looked up the
matter that the question actually arose
when the Labour Government were in
power, in the case of the coastal coach-
builders. Some question arose, and the,
Registrar of Friendly Societies-I think
the same officer acts to-day-objected to
the inclusion in the society's rules of a
rule allowing themn to apply their funds
for political purposes. It cannot be
reasonably conceived that in a matter of
that kind the Registrar acted entirely off
his own bat, because in a matter that
must have been abnolutely novel then,
for it had not occurred before, we know
that the first thing he would do would be
to go to his Minister. Therefore, the
Labour Government should, or ought to
if they did not, have had possession of
the same facts.

MR. BATH: Nearly every union had &,
rule for political action at the time.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
action did the hon. member take? The
hon. mnember did absolutely nothing.
There was merely a formal letter from
the Registrar showing that the rule was
to be deleted.

Mt. HOLMAN: That letter never came
beforri the Minister.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then
I suggest that the Minister, whoever he
was, must have been very lax to allow offic-
ials to decide on matters absolutely new.

31R. BATH: That union has the rule
among its rules to-day. So theRegistrar
must have retracted.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
rules were registered long after the hon.
member went out of office, I think it
was in October. I invite any member
who wishies to do so to peruse the file.

MR. TAYLoR:. When was that applica-
tion first madeP

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL:- In
June, and it was dealt with -in June and
July. The member for Brown Hill (Mi-.
Bath) surrendered office in August, did
lie nut? [MR. BATH:- Yes.] There is
no record of any Ministerial decision on
the matter. There is simply the letter. I
recall the incident, not for the purpose of
reviling the hon. member and showing
that lhe did something then which he now
wants to criticise us for doing.

Ma. BATH: I was not MXinister for
Labour.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
addressing any member of the Labour
Ministry who was responsible. I pre-
sumed nmatters of that kind, after all, were
decided in Oabinet. I am now informed,
and accept the information, that even the
Minister did not know. Still the fact
remains that it is not a new difficulty,
and that it is not one that has sprung up
since we came into office. It has been
there blocking the way since last June
twelvemonths ; and it is absolutely
natural that it should be so, because the
Industrial Oonciliation and Arbitration
Act was formed simply for the purpose
of enabling unions to register for indus-
trial purposes, and I defy any member to
say that there is anything in that Act
which contemplated political action.
However, I am not here to-night to dis-
cuss the matter at length, but merely to
explain my views, which members may
differ from, perhaps properly; and also
to explain that it is not a situation that
has arisen quite suddenly since we have
been in office, but that it was a situation
under the notice of the Registrar of
Friendly Societies for twelve months past
last June. There is a matter mentioned by
the member for West Perth (Mr. [fling-
worth)-electoral law reform. The hon.
member was disappointed because I was
not in a position to bring down a Bill this
session; but to do so would mean to bring
in a hasty measure, one that-is ill-con-
sidered, and one that possibly we had no
sooner placed on the statute-book than
its faults and deficiencies would be found.

Addreps-in-Roply: [12 JULT, 1906.]



418 Address-i n-Reply: [SEBY]Nnhdy

out, and we would have immediately to
do the whole work ag. I think it is
much better to go slowly and get infor-
mation, as I am, from every registrar in
the State as to the difficulty he has ex-
perienced in obtaining enrolments and
carrying out the duties of his office; and
after comparing these reports and the
systems of other countries with ours, to
devise something that really will go to
the heart of the trouble and give us a
workable measure that we can leave on
the statute-book untouched for years to
come. Surely that is better than attempt-
ing to rush it to-day. For instance, the
member for West Perth very properly
suggests that it is wholly opposed to the
true interests of the country that we
should have members returned on a
minority vote, and he suggests as a cure
for that evil that we, should adopt the
French system; but to do so simply be-
cause we know there is a system of that
kind without knowing its drawbacks or
anything about its working, would appear,
to me to be a dangerous step on our part;
and therefore, while I desire to acknow-
ledge with gratitude the advice of any
member of this House in attempting to
find a solution for a question of this kind,
I am not going to hastily adopt the sug-
guestion of an~y member until I have bad
full time to examine it carefully and to
compare other systems with our own to
see whether the suggestion is worthy of
our adoption. I have now to deal with
the constitutional question raised by .the
ieraberfor Subiaco (Mr. Daglish). That

question involved the decision arrived at
by the Cabinet of the State to accept the
ruling made by the High Court of
Justices of Australia in allowing an
appeal in the matter of the East Fre-
mantle election; and if I would not tire too
much members of the House with a dis-
quisition, which after al must be of a
technical character, I should like them to
understand the position we occupy.
Perhaps it will be better, instead of deal-
ing with sections and Acts, if I speak
generally. Under the Electoral Act of
1895 there was a court established, called
the Court of Disputed Returns. It was
a special court, and a. section of that Act
provided that the finding of the Court
was to be absolutely final and beyond
and above any appeal. As that court
was a special court, that section was

absolutely binding and effective; but
when they came to adopt the Act of 1904,
unfortunately they no longer kept up the
special Court of Disputed Returns, In-
stead, they allowed an appeal to the
Supreme Court, and the result is that
now the hearing of a petition is a mattter
that goes before the Supreme Court.
When a petition is decided, the order of
the Court is issued in the ordinary course;
and under the Federal Constitution Act,
which we are all parties to ini Australia,
it is provided that the High Court of
Australia shall have jurisdiction to hear,
among other things, appeals arising fromi
any judgments, orders, decrees, or sen ten-
ces of a Supreme Court of any State. The
member for Subiaco unfortunately read
on, and by reading on misled himself;

1because it got's on then to say in addition
or in contradistinction-" or of any
other court of any State from which on
the establishmnent of the Commonwealth
an affeal lies to the Queeni-in-Council."
So the High Court of Australia now has
absolute jurisdiction not only over the
Supreme Court of any State, but over
any court you like to create, in that State,
or that you had crearted before the
establishment of the Commonwealth,
from which there was ani appeal to the

IPrivy Council. We know that there hasIalways been an appeal from the Supreme
Court to the Privy Council. [Interjec-
tion by Mn. TAYLOR.] The position is
that when you appeal against an election
you must go to the Supreme Court, and
you thus invite an appeal to the High
Court. And I may inform the Rouse that
the matter has in some sense arisen already
as to the meaning of the section, because
in one of the Eastern States an attempt
was made to exclude the jurisdiction of
the High Court by a provision made by
a State Parliament, and the High Court
took up the position that no attempt in a
State Parliament can preclude it. They
are not the creatures of any Parliament,
but the instrument of the Constitution ;
and until we abolish the Constitution, we
are bound to observe its provisions, and
every decree of the Supreme Court can
be reviewed by the High Court of Aus-
tralia. What is the position? Let us
suppose that I ventured to differ from
the High Court of Australia, and set up
muy own legal opinion beside the opinion
of the member for Subiaco, what would
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be the result? The High Court would not
give way to us. It would proceed to the
hearing of an appeal without minding our
opinion. And if in the meanwhile we held
an election in this State, being in a wrong
position, ire might have two members
elected, and these two members we should
have fighting in the passage as to who
should come in here and occupy the posi-
tion of member for East Fremantle.
Surely the House will not take the risk
of being in that position. Even if we
thought we were right, and we thought
the High Court was wrong, we could not
go so far as to risk the position of having
two members of the House, both equally
entitled to sit for the East Fremnantle
seat.

MR. A. J. WILSON: Has the member
who was elected ceased to be a member ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: His
position is really dormanit. He has no
rights, but be h~as no wrongs. I notice
only one farther matter as to the queries
made by membhers which I wish to reply
to, and that is the question discussed
by the member for Stibiaco as to the ap-
pointment of the Agent General. I spoke
on that matter when the discussion
camne up, and I explained then my views,
that I thought he was tbe best mian con-
sidering the business side of the matter.
I go no farther. But the member for
Subiaco brings the question up in con-
nection with what he calls the caucus
meeting of the party, and he goes on to
discuss the meeting held, to discuss the
future leader 'of the party and the
personnel of the Oabinet. I au myself
very confused in my Ideas as to whlat is
the meaning of caucus. The only thing
we object to in caucus-I do not say my
ide is right-is that if you area member
of it you e bound by the ruling of the
majority. That is where we dissent. If
I go to any meeting, no matter how
private it may be, I do not call itacaucus
because it is private, but I wonuld call it
a caucus if I went there bound down to
tie my hands if I am in a minority, even
if in a minority of one. It is that phase
of caucus which is supposed to rule
amongst the Opposition that we have a
most distinct objection to. [MR. BOLTON
interjected.] No member of the party
was in any way bound except by his
voluntary acceptance of the decision
arrived at.

MR. BOLTON: WAS it not agreed to
abide bv the decision of the majorityP

THE iTTORNE Y GENERAL: There
was no agreement whatever.

MR. BOTON: But they absolutely did
agree.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
the member who was not present knows
a great deal more than those who were
present, he is prepared to make his Reser.
tion, and we can treat it for what it is
worth. I turn from the matters which
were raised by queries, and I desire to
Speak shortly on the matter of the
Governor's Speech. There is nothing
that is more painful in regard to the
criticism of the policy in that Speech than
to hear those who know perfectly well
that the Governor's Speech must be a
nebulous document, complaining that it is
not definite enough. Is there any Gover-
nor's Speech that has ever been framed
in this State, or anywhere else, which has
not been open to that charge P Surely
members do not expect to find in the
Governor's Speech the details of the Bills
to he brought forward ? Surely they do
not expect the lines of policy to be intro-
duced by more than mere headlines ?
And when members now in Opposition
did occupy the Treasury bench they were
forced as all Governments are forced
to adopt the same practice. Therefore I
regret that for the purpose of scoring a
mere temporary point they have taken up
a position of that character. The three
principal items mentioned in the Speech,
according to the view I personally take,
are unimproved land values taxation, the
amendment of the Constitution Act, and
the Laud Bill. The member for Leonora
complains that we have stolen his clothes.
I refer to the political garments that
adorn him in this House. If any attempt
were made to appropriate or misappro-
priate the more stable garments he wears
outside the House, there would be consi-
derable difficulty in doing so. Is anything
really to be aid in stealing ideasP There
is no absolute monopoly in ideas. No
one, now-a-days, advances this theory that
he, the one individual, has the sole right
to claim a certain idea. As a matter of
fact we know this much, that every one
of us has to learn from some other source
at some time or other. It is not innate.
The member himself must have done a
bit of Stealing when he started. I con-
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fess I have learned entirely the value of
this legislation, to appreciate what can be
done under it, not from any innate know-
ledge, but from facts I have read and
learned from others. 1 have been taught,
and all must be taught unless a person
is something more than human, Or Some-
thing less than human. The principal
criticism directed to the proposal to in-
troduce land values taxation has been on
these lines: it is not necessary to fr-anme
any farther taxation, and if we wish we
can make our two ends meet by a mere
policy of retrenchment and economyv. I
take it that was the solid objection urged
to this proposal. Let me point out it is
not a choice between this proposal and a
policy of retrenchment and economy; bit
it is this, it is a comparison between rais-
ing enough revenue to be able to main-
tain the full rate of progress of our
country, or, on the other hand, negle.Aing
to raise that revenue and bringing on an
era of absolute stagnation. Can there
be any absolute choice between these
two issues? We are all prepared to make
some sacrifices, especially when, as a mere
business propositon, one sees that the sacri-
fice brings us a return far greater than the
loss. Anyone interested in this State,
even as a property owner and nothing
else, must recognise that in a time of
stagnation the value of property must
fall out of all proportion, and that if he
contributes a fair amount to maintain the
revenue of the country, to keep up the
rate of progress to which we are entitled,
that will maintain the value of his
property far in excess of any contri-

*bution he may make in the way of
taxation. That is an appeal I desire to
address to those who look on this form
of taxation as being something in the
nature of a burden placed on their
-shoulders. It is really nothing of the
kind, because unless you accept the word
" burden "as meaning something possibly
for your good, you cannot place taxation
in this form under that designation.
Members opposite have told us, par-
ticularly told me, they will not favour
this proposal in any form if any exemp-
tion clause is included. [MEMBER:
Who said so ?] I have no desire to
taunt the hon. members who adopted a*
position different from that which they
occupied some time ago. I believe this :
every day we live we learn something.

It is absurd to imagine that we cannot
learn something, that we cannot see the
errors of opinions held previously. There
is nothing so absurd in the taunt of
changing opinions. The only' time the
taunt is worthy of recognition is when a
change is taken, not from absolute coni-
viction, not from any examination of the

reaons bu toobtin popular favour or
some personal profit. The member for
Boulder who has carefully considered
the words says "Exactly," from some
sense of self-consciousness; but I ala not
addressing one member, I ami addressing
tbe House. Why I ai Jprepared per-
sonally to support a moderate exemiption
in land taxation, I explained to my con-
stituentq, and I believe some members
associated with the Opposition. were
present. We must bring in a measure
which will be accepted, not by the
individual who brings it in, lint it must
be accepted by the House and the
country. Any man of sense understands
that. If any one here could write his
own policy, and by reason of doing so
shove it on tile country, we should. have
the most extraordinary statute-book
anyone ever dreamt of. We have to
eliminate the excrescences of one's ideas.
We have to find the vid media so that we
shall have a sufficient number to support
a measure to enable it to become the
statute law of the country. That is why
there should be exemptions in the law .
If by the reason of adopting a moderate
exemption we procure a Bill being placed
on the statute-book, sniely that is an
argument that will appeal to any sensible
man in the House. I do not know that
I should deal at any length with the
matter of the Constitution Act Amend-
ment Bill. The member for Ivanhoe
pointed out that in one speech I made in
Kalgoorlie, t reckoned, as he called it-
to use his own phrase-that the true line
of reform was in the direction of house-
hold suffrage. The quotation is practi-
cally correct. But I reminded him then
that I have spokeit many times since, and
he himself was present on an occasion
when I spoke, and pointed out that as far
as the country was concerned the only'
change in the Constitution which has
been put before the people wag the change
from the £25 qualification to the £15.
Members sitting in the House, or a large
number, have placed that before their
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constituents. There has been a deter-
mination on that issue. Therefore we
are entitled to ask them to vote on what
has been determined on. If we were to
suggest in accord with each one's ideas
that the qualification should be swept
away to a certain extent, or altogether,
dloes not everyone know the first and fatal
objection to be made would be that the
country has never been asked to express
an opinion on that question?~ Therefore
members are not entitled to deal with
that matter as something which has been
considered by' the electors and something
which is admitted by the constituencies;
and in that speech I mentioned then,
as I mention to-night, that redution
havin g been a question before the country
and the reduction having, I believe,
received the sanction of the country, we
should proceed immediately to give effect
to it; and I am of opinion that the more
the House comes to believe in liberality
and the more wide and free we make its
franchise, the more easy will it be for it
to hold its position and discharge useful
work in theConstitution. There has been
a considerable amount of fun-which I
consider has been of a character abso-
lutely above any criticism-poked at us
for our proposal to reduce the salaries of
Ministers from £1,000 to £2800.

MR. LYNCH: That was not before the
electors.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL!± As
the member for Mount Leonora well
knows, it is always open for one who
receives a grant at all to cut off portion
of that grant without the consent of any-
body. But in this case, let mue say at
once that I object strongly to the attempt
to view the position wve are occupying
to-day on these benches simply from the
monetary standpoint. We may, talk
about £1,000 or £800 not being enough,
but if we are really coming down to
p')unds shillings and pence in respect to
the position we occupy on this bench, we
are coming to a point that I absolutely
and entirely abhor and repudiate. Not
for one moment would I consent to sit on
these benches merely on account of the
money the country gives for the work we
do. Surely every member who has been
here knows that one values the honour
far more than the money paid him. He
values the confidence of the electors of
the country far more than the amount

of dross given him for his work.
Therefore it is absurd to talk of these
benches-as it would appear in this
debate they have been talked of-as
being worth so much a seat. I take it
that by reason of the consent on our part
aud the proposal which follows our
consent to reduce our salaries, we have
evidenced at least a desire for economy
in the administration of this State which
must react on every part of the service.
It is true there may be something in it
which members may find of a farcical
nature, because as I say the money value
is ridiculous; but it cannot be denied
that when the civil servants of the
countr~y see that those who are placed at
the very top are prepared to prune down
their salaries to meet the altered times of
our State it will have an influence for
good, and will show them that the
pruning knife is not to be put in entirely
at, the bottom, but in fair proportion
from top to bottom.

Mn. BATH: The difference is that the
'nan at the bottom has to depend upon his
salary or wages for a living.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
man at the bottom if pruned to the same
extent in proportion as one at the top
would have such a small amount sacrificed
that I believe he would willingly submit.
At any rate I amn of this opinion-and I
have over and over again pointed it out
to the country-that every citizen of the
State worthy of beiiig such, whether he
be a man of small means, a man of
moderate means, or a, muan of great
means, is also worthy of taking part in
its burden, and I believe that although it
may be. and I believe it would be, a
rather harder task for those who have
but little to live on to share this burden,
still I am of opinion that what they
possess is at least equal to the demand
we shall make upon them, and for that
reason alone, if for no other, it is advisable
to) show that whilst we ask for no sacrifice
from those not in a position to bear it,
we who are in a better position will bear
our share and give an example to all
others in the State. The Land Bill is a
Bill that I do not desire to attempt to
deal with. It is something that is so
entirely beyond the sphere of action
I have ever lived in that if I were
to attempt to deal with it I should pro-
bably blunder hopelessly.- What I wish
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to make plain to the House is that we
intend-and I personally hope to be able
to see the Bill is so drafted-that the
measure will cover provisions to the fol-
lowing effect: that it will enable every
man in the State who has a wish to
obtain at least a fair modicum of the
land of this State to do so, and farther
enable him to obtain it in tbe easiest
possible manner with. the least amount
of red-tape imaginable, and lastly enable
him when he does obtain it to have
some chance to turn it to useful account
by having money advanced to put it into
order, and to be able to live upon it,
before be is called upon to bear the bur-
den of farming and agricultural pursuits.
The member for Forrest (31r. A. J1.
Wilson) has told us that the true solution
of the unemployed question lies in the
land policy, and I heartily re-echo his
view. If we have a country of this size,
with land practically unlimitable, and we
throw these areas open upon the most
generous terms possible, surely it follows
that those unemployed who wish to escape
from the position they occupy, anld to go
away and no longer be begging cap-sn-
hand for employment where there is no
employment, will avail themselves of the
opportunity. What nobler opportunity
can be offered to the unemployed than
throwing open the land for them, and
what greater benefit canl be conferred
on workers at large than by giv-
ing some fixity of tenure, or at any
rate some degree of certainty that one
will not ho supplanted in his work by
some man who has been better able to
obtain the ear of his employer. 1 believe
that nothing more worthy could be done
in this State than to obtain a solution of
that difficulty. As has been stated here
more than once, no State of Australia
nor any state in the world has ever been
able to eliminate entirely the difficulty of
thle unemployed. Before I finish, let tire
point out that although there is no
criticism whatever of our proposals of at
tangible nature, we are met wyith this
charge:-" It is quite true that your
proposals are liberal in the extreme;-
it is quite true your programme
is one we are not in a position to
criticise; but we do not believe in your
sincerity." Surely when an assertion
of this kind is wade and our sincerity is
challenged, it should be challenged for

some reason. It should he challenged
because we have done something which
would enable member-s opposite to justify'
the sneer which they throw in our faces.
What justifies it?

Ma. BATH:± Previous opposition by
your Ministers and the Legislative
Council. elections.

THE ATXORNEY GENERAL1,: I am
only aware of some Legislative Council
elections on the goldfields, and members
were elected on a platform just as liberal
ats that which the Government have to-
day. I am now referring to the two
electorates adjoining Kalgoorlie, the
North-East and the South provinces.
Both the members elected-and every
member here knows it-published a
platform in every way ats liberal as the
policy which we have brought down to this
House;, therefore the taunt finds no
ground to rest on as far as that is con-
cerned. Let mec also ask the hon. member
before be indulges in such interruption
to indulge in some self-contemplation.
He talks about sincerity. T do not wish
what I am going to say to be taken in
the nature of a gibe, but I wish the hon.
member would think before he flings
these charges at other people. He was
down at the Fremantle election, at which
I also spoke. No man who went to that
election was more anxious to secure the
return of my colleague than I was; no
man was more prepared to do everything
in his power to secure that return ; but,
nevertheless, when the question arose
which is so dear to the heart of Fre-
mantle that it must, always atrise-the
eternal question of the dock-I at any
rate voiced the same opinion as I voiced
on the goldfields, and although it pos-
sibly endangered to some extent the
return of my colleague, I did not hesi-
tate to exp~ress the opinion I bold as to
the construction of that work. What do
we find in regar-d to the member for
Brown Hill ? T read his speeches with a
great deal of care, because I expected at
least he would balance any ill I did to
liy colleague by a similar declaration on
his part. I expected also to find from
the goldfields membhers something to

s upport the position I found it necessary
to take up ; but so far from that beiug
the case, it never wvas mentioned. I
could not for it moment suppose that the
hon. member is in favour of the con-
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struction of that dock. I do not suppose
he is, because I know that if -he were he
would have an exceedingly bad time in
his own electorate.

Mn. BOLTON: Surely not. Is it the
goldfields versus the coastP

Tns, ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
DoE that.

Mn. BOLTrON: You infbrred that it is.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is

only so in this way, that every person
outside Fremantle examines that work
merely from the point of view of whether
it is a work which can be constructed at
present, having regard to the finances and
the requirements of the country; but
when we get to Fremantle--and I say so
with all sincerity, and a, desire to avoid
saying anything nasty-one gets into an
atmosphere where they think everything
in the world should be done and done
immediately for the edification and the
progress of their district. In that I do
not disagree with them, because the first
thing a man should be proud of is his
family and the next is the place in which
he lives.

MR. BATH: My assistance was ren-
dered on the question of the principles
of the respective parties; not on what
they could do for the electorate.

THEF ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hou. member was present with the candi-
date, who spoke nothing but dock. In
fact at the election it was impossible to
speak anything but dock. Other mem-
bers were there, and they kept their
mouths shut. I say the hon. member
ebbuid think upon that before he talks
about sincerity or want of sincerity,
because it would surely be far better that
he should go down there and say straight
out, as I am prepared to do, -"I am pre-
pared when the time is ripe to support
your demand, but I do not think it is
ripe to-day, and although I say that you,
should support the candidate for whom I'
am spaking I1 do not wish that you
should give that support under any mis-
taken views about my opinion of this
work of yours." Surely it would be
better in the long run, and if the hon.
member had done so he could much
more fitly throw in our faces charges of
insincerity.

Mlp. BATHL: I was not standing for that
COnstituency; it was Mr. Needham.

THEc ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Whether the hon. member was standing
for the constituency or not matters
nothing at all, and for the hon. member to
suggest that as his excuse is deplorable.

Afn. BATH:- It is difficult to find out
what you are driving at.

MR. LYNCH: Would you have referred
to the dock, if a question had been put
to you ?

THrE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
should have had no hesitation to let my

oiins about the dock be known. I
wuddecline, as I believe the hon.

meiher for Leonora himself would
decline, to sail under false colours
on any occasion. [MR. LYNCH: Cer-
tainly.) Let me deal just with two
matters before I conclude. We invite
i eticism. It would be absurd to set up
this position, that we are always right.
Personally I recognise very fully that we
are nothing but human, and it is just as
likely we shall err as that anyone else
will err. However,, we invite legitimate
criticism ; we invite that criticism which
comes to every Government in power.
It enables us to avoid pitfalls which
escape our own foresight. It is always a
tonic which any Government should be

Iproud to receive. But whilst we invite
criticism we, as I said in the beginning of
this speech, do ask that members of the
House will join us in putting an end to
this wretched recrimination which is
degrading the whole tone of our debates,
and has redu ced ou r proceed ings Ito some-
thing which really none of us can justify.

IIt is -absolutely certain that one day we
shall be called upon, as Ministers, to hand
over to successors the control of State
affairs, that in process of time we shall
be called upon to give some final account
of what we have done for the country.
And all that we hope and expect is when

Ithe time comes to be able to say, " We
have done somniething genui nely, and with.-
out question honestly, for the good of the
country; we have done something that
has enabled her progress to be secured,

Iand something worthy of being written
in her annals." If we have done that,
even though it be but little, still it is

-something that we can expect to have
placed to our credit in that great accont
which every nation enters up -with her

*servants when they have finished their
work.

[12 Jtmy, 1906.]Ad4rees-in-Peply:
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MR. T. HAYWARD (Wellington) -I
intend to speak on only one or two sub.
jects, my principal subject being the
timber industry. And I may say at the
commencement, I much regret that no
mention is made of that industry in the
Governor's Speech. We have promises
of assistance to the other important in-
dustries of the State-tm agricultural
and the mineral; but the timber industry
has been completely left out in the cold.
The timber industry is the most important
in the South-West, and especially in my
district, and is quite as imiportant to the
people of that neighbourhood as the gold-
mnines are important to those in other
parts of the country, It is well known
that the timber industry is not now in a
satisfactory condition. It has been clearly
shown that in competition with the other
States, our timber exporters are severely
handicapped. In the first place, in this
State wages, railway freights, and wharf -
age are higher and storage is more costly,
than in the East; and in addition, the cost
of handling the timber from the log in the
bush till it reaches the market means a
loss of something like 50 per cent. Con-
sidering all. these facts, it must be patent
to members that something must be done
to remedy this state of affairs. Our
industry must be placed more on an
equality with the timber industries of
the other States. I had an opportunity
of seeing the beginning of our export
trade in timber; and I aim sorry to have
to say that I do not think a single penny
of profit has ever been made by exporting
timber during the last 50 years, except
by oue company. And the profits made
by that company arc more than counter-
balanced by the losses of all others
that have entered the export business.
As one of the worst instances, I can mcii-
tion the case of the Messrs. Yelverton.
The father of the gentleman who onco
represented Sussex in this Asisembhly Ltfli-
.menced by erecting the first steam saw-
mill and the first tramway, at Quindalup.
He worked there as long as he lived. He
was unfortunately killed while working
with his men. Hfe war crushed by a log.
Mr. Yelvertou senior was then succeeded
by his son, after member for Sussex. He
worked hard nll his life, with the result
that when he died a few months ago the
probate duty on his estate was nit.
There were two men who worked as hard

as it was possible to work during the
whole, of their lives; yet the late Mr.
Yelverton has left his family altogether
unprovided for. We do not wish to see
this state of things continued; for it is
hopelessly unlikely that capitalists will
invcst their money in this industry, with
a strong probability of their never seeing
any return. The Combine has, of course,
come in for niuch abuse. It has been
termed an octopus, and everything that
is bad. Mr. Teesdale Smith, the manager,
has been called a sweater, and many
other unpleasant names, But I mustsa
that the Combine has done immense goo01d
It has employed hundreds of men and
distributed large sums of money. It has
opened up markets in distant parts of
the world that no other company could
have opened up, not having the capital.
However, the Combine does not represent
all the companies engaged in this in-
dustry. Two other companies are large
exporters - the Timl.er Corporation,
Greenbushes, under the management of
Mr. Ellerton Brown, and the West Aus-
tralian Jarrah Sawmills Ltd., Kirrup.
I do not know whether members have
read a statement by Mr. Brown in the
morning papers of the 4th instant. He
puts the matter so clearly before the
public that no one can come to any con-
elusion but that his comupany has not
paid any divideuds for some considerable
time; and the other company, I believe,
is in the same position. It naturally
follows that if these companies are not
now making profits, they arc cutting out
their timber, their principal asset; and
what are they to do in the future ? It
has already been shown that the other
States are cutting us out in the markets
of the world; and I think we have a just
claimt to the assistance of the Govern-
inent. Two members in the Ministry are

tas wRacquainted with the industry as
anyone in the State. I refer to the
Premier (Hon. N. J. Mloore) and the
Treasurer (Hon. F. Wilson); and I am
sure that these gentlemen will see the
necessity for doing something. I shal
not now attempt to point out how a
remnedy can he applied; hut I think
that those Ministers will be able to find
a remedy, with the result, I hope, that
the industry will be maintained and in-
creased. I am sure that in the district I
represent, as in Bunbury and the neigh:-
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bouring localities, a falling-off in the
timber trade would he one of the worst
calamities couceivable. The one other
matter to which I should like to refer is
the dairying industry, mentioned the
other night by the member for Forrest
(Mr. A. J. Wilson). I have been con-
nected with that industry all my life; and
I remember the time when a large
quantity of butter was made in the
Southern Districts, at Bunbury and
the Yasse. In fact, Perth and Fre-
miantle were for many years almost
entirely supplied from those districts;
and we scarcely ever saw a, pound of
imported butter. What was done then
can lie and ought to be done now on a
much larger scale. There is no doubt
that the country can produce the butter;
but some little encouragement is needed,
such as the establishment of model dairy
farms. The principal reason for the
falling-off in the butter supply, in the
Southern District at any rate, is the
higher rate of wages and the high prices
of mutton and wool; and there has, been
a good market for chaff also. Perhaps
we can scarcely expect that the prices of
mnutton and wool will continue at the
high rates now ruling, though possibly
they may. However, as I have repeatedly
said, the time must come whent the
farmers of this State will have to turn
their attention to the dairying industry.
I can say for myself that I always found
it paty better than anything else. (How.
J. P. MCIJARTX: What about the
rick-eta ?] I need not deal now with
that matter. I hope that the Govern-
ment will give serious attention to both
of the subjects with which I have dealt.

Mat. J. E. HARD WiCK (East Perth):
Nearly every available topic of public
inlterest hasW been touchied by the preced-
ig speakers; and some of themn have

touched on much that is not, in my
opinion, calculated to elevate in the
slightest degree the tone or the dignity
of this House. As I ami nearly the lait
tit the speakers on the Addressi, perhaps
I shiall be pardoned if I endeavour to
Ibreak the monotony of this. long and
tedious debate by making some passing
-allusions to the weather. The present
delightful weather, and particularly the
sun1shine of last week, are extremely
gratifying, and have, I think, contributed
largely to the good temper of the House.

Even since the result of the Coolgardie
election has been known, I am pleased to
notice that a good disposition still pre-
vails. However, as I said, we have had
a week of sunshine; and I am inclined
to regard that as aL good omen for the
Moore Government, as a happy augury
indicating long life and prosperity to
their administration. I am also inclined
to think that the path of parliamentary
advancement and honesty will be lavishly
illuminated by the rays of political sun-
shine, and that the actions of the Moore
Government will at all times stand the
light of day. I notice a number of vacant
chairs at the present moment on the
Opposition side of the House; and I
have not the slightest doubt that in the

*speeches of Opipos4ition members therc
has been much misrepresentation and
delirium and diatribe and invective. In
my opinion, the cause of this exhibition
is not far to seek. I do not know why

*we on the Government side have been
subjected to so much uniwarranted abuse
from the Opposition beaches; but the
chances are that the impending elections
have had something to do with drawing
it forth. H~owever, I will endeavour to
throw a little radium 'upon some of the
speeches of members opposite. I will
promise not to throw any mud. If we
care to scrtiniise and analyse those
speeches, I have no doubt the result will
show probably 90 per cent. of that corn-
pound known in pa4rliamnentary Aiction as
political birdlimne, all spread with the
objec-t of helping their friends who are
contesting the, present by-elections.

Mln. BOLTON. You must be using the
old reports of last session.

A .. HARD W IC K:- The hoa. miember
must not worry, because I will give him
a little attention later on. However, the

*nt meber for Leonora p)refaced h is remark s
by telling the Rlouse that he would speak

iin the language of truth, If the hon.
gentleman had not made that statement
it might have left some slight roomn to
doubt his veracity. To that I ami not
going to do more ihban perhaps remark
that lie is an es-Minister for Works, and
that the very sincere speech be made in

*opposition to the present 'Minister for
Works mnight probably be actuated by
sonic slight jealousy. He did not fail to
produce a~ little dodger with a photograph
in the corner. In regard to that, any one
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possessed of the early rudiments of
ph renology must acknowledge that photo-
graph shows a master mind. We can see
the faculties of administration and
determination very pronounced, also
generosity and brotherly feeling above
the average. I am rather pleased to see
that form of advertising, and to-mnorrow,
if I were consting a seat in Leonora
or Mount Margaret, I would-[MR.
TAYLOR-: Send your photo. round]-
I would, because it is a capital sug-
gestion. One thing be sure of: I
would not chop my whiskers off. Ilhave
also another little dodger Or leaflet here.
In strolling the other day between here
and Midland Junction, If found it at the
mercy of the wind, and thought no wrong
in picking it up to see if there was a
photograph of any politician onl it. One
corner was missing, but that might-have
been struck off by lightning. Probably
the matter on this leaflet is worth read-
ing, and with the kind permission of the
House I shall endeavour to read some of
it. It may edify icy friends opposite to
some considerable extent, because it
contains matter of a very valuable nature.
It is built on the " yes-no " principle.
[MR. TAYLOR : Then it must belong
to the Government.] Very likely it be-
longed to the past Government, because
these are the utterances of anl ex-i miter
of the Labour Government. There is anl
extract f rom the Kalgoorlie Miner of the
15th July, 1905; and it says that a
gentleman by the name of Mr. Johnson-
and I am given to understand that there
is a gentleman of that name contesting
an election at Guildford-
announced that he bad always been a con-
sistent advocate of the leasebold princsile or
laud tenure in respect of golddields residential
areas, and that personally he would not seek
to take tip thle fee simple of the block on which
stood his own Kalgoorlie residence.

LABOUR MEATSERx: What does Farrell
give you?

MR. HARDWICK; On the "no"~
side is:

Result of sear-ch lodged at Warden's Court,
Kalgoorlie, October, 1005:

Residence area O0l.-Nanme of holder,
William DartnelJohnson.

Has the freehold been applied for ?-Yes.
Date of application for freehold and name of

person applying.-The freehold was applied
for on 21at July, [905, by William Dartnell
Johnson, the Crown gramt to issue in his
name.

MR. TAYLOR: Is thle hon. member
in order in reading about Mr. W. D.
Johnson in this debate? I do not see
how it affects the Add ress-in-Reply. Hie
is not a. member of this House, and I do
not think the hon. member is in order in
using this for party purposes.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
in order. Unfortunately, as I have pointed
out before, so lung as a member keeps
witbin the four corners as described in
the Address-in-Reply, I am unable to
prevent him from going into any matters
of detail. I understand from the hon.
memnber that this has some political
bearing?
M. HARD WICK: Yes.
M. SPEAKER: Then the hon. wueni-

ber is the best judge of that.
M. HARDWICK: The member for

Mount Margaret should be the last memn-
ber on that side of the House to chal-
lenge statements of this kind. He really
forgets that be, during this debate, made
reference to an ex-Minister of the Crown
who had gone to seek election at Pilbarra,
and he occupied this House for fully an
hour reading extracts from the uewvs-
papers. [M. TAYLOR: Dealing with
his opinions on this Government.] Is
this a somersault, or a handspring? I
am only endeavouring to ascertain what
sort of a gentlemten this candidate is, for
I may have a vote up at Guildford. Mr.
Johnson, speaking in St. Mary's Hall,
Kalgoorlie, said:

I am absolutely opposed to the purchase of
the Midland Railway at the stipulated price
Of X1,500,000.-

M. TAYLOR: What is the date of the
issue?'

Ma. HARD WICK: The hon. gentle-
wan c'an have a look at this when I have
done. Accordinig to ffansard, this is
what Mr. -Johnson said in Parliament:-

On these valuations, the Government con-
sider the asset is worth the price submitted.
We us a Ui,vernment think that the conces-
sion is worth X1,500),000 on the valuation
submitted. No member has said the asset is
not worth that sumi.

What do. you call this? A sudden
reversal of form? - I will tell something,
farther.- Here is an extract from the
Boulder Evening Star:--

Mr. Johnsen, speaking at Boulder, said "-he
favoured the nationalisation of the liquor
traffic."
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Among the namnes of those who sought to
lease the Criterion Hotel at Kalgoorlie,
immediately after his defeat for the South
Province, appears the name of -Mr. W. D.
Johnson. .1 suppose the gentleman
favoured drink being put down with a
strong hand, probably the hand of
Labour.

MR. TAYLOR: Probably with the hand
you would put it down with.

MR.HARD WICK: I have not acquired
the gout yet.

Tam SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member must not be personal.

MR. HARDWICK: At Bonnievale
also Mr. Johnson said:-

He had been associated with Labour on the
fields for years; all his interests were on the
fields. He admitted there might have been
criticism of his actions in the past, but his
worst enemies could not accese him of being
disassociated with the fields.
Here is an extract from the West Austra-
lian of the 5th July:

As a matter of fact, he came with a G~lad-
stone bag, and he was going to tell them that
he had severed his connection with the gold.
fields, and he had no farther interest there.

MR. SPEAKER: I think the bion.
member is going exceedingly far.

MR. HARD WICK: Amt I to cease
reading this?

MR. SPEAKER: I do not think it has
any bearing at all on the matter before
the House.

MR. HARDWICK: I would not have
referred to it, because. I would not care to
injure Mr. Johinson's chance of entering
this House;i but the privilege was granted
to the member for Mount Margaret during
this debate to refer at great length to the
member [candidate] for Pilbarra.

MR. TAYLOR: I never spoke of the
inelber for Pilbarra.

-Am. SPEAKER: I want to put an
end to one custom followed this session,
and to) quote from an authority. For the
future I inteud to adhere strictly to the
rule, that is: When any member rises in
explanation, unless the speaker in posses-
sion of the Chair gives way, he must wait
till the completion of the speech of the
member speaking. I will quote some
authority for tht conclusion I have come
to. It is:-

The proper time for explanation is at the
conclusion of the speech which calls for it, but
it is a common practice for the member desiring
to explain to rise immediately the statement

is made to which his explanation is directed,
when, if the member in possession gives way
and resumes his seat, the explanation is at
once received; but if the member who is
speaking declines to give way, the explanation
cannot then be offered.

So I intend to adhere to that in the
future. It is very unfair to the lion.
member speaking that these explanations
are so often made.

MR. HARDWICK : 1 was only show-
ing the marvellous elasticity of Labour
principles. I may also refer slightly to
the speech of the member for Mlount
Margaret. The hon. member in speakin~g
to the Address-in-Reply also went so far
as to tell the House that he rather
emulated the example of the member for
Leonora by speaking in the language of
truth. Even that admission coming so
late from the hon. member will be wel-
comed by both sides of the House; but I
must say that I really think his speech
was a masterpiece. He eventually at-
tempted to point out to the House that
he was no kerbstone orator or esplanade
politician, and that hie had won his spurs
fighting tile cause of Labour for twenty-
five years. I have met that class of
ploitian before to-day. They tell- you
hlow they have fought the cause and
what their forefathers have done; but if
I, in my pulblic capacity, were called upon
to send men to the front to defend the
good old Union Jack, that is the class of
individual I would pass out-the man
who tells us how he fought in years gone
by. My experience is that gentlemen of
thiat calibre are the very first to run if
they hear a sedlitz-powder fizzle. The
member for Mount Margaret thumped
the table and knocked the books on the
floor, and behaved in such a frantic
fashion that he almost made ine forget
moy belief in Pythagoras that the souls
of animals transfused themselves into
the trunks of men. Also in reply to an
innocent interjection from this side of
the House hie told members-I was going
to say in the language of thle poets, but I
may bv wrong there-that if anyone
tried to use such language to him fromi
the floor of the House be would resent it
with a blow. I am inclined to ask myself
the question whether the lion. member is
largely interested in any undertaking
establishment, or whether lie has a private
eemetery of his own. I amn sorry the
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Leader of the Opposition has left the
Chamber, for I certainly intended to give
himi a little attention. [MR. HITstANw:
He can defend himself.] Perhaps the
hou. member wvil represent him. in his
absence. I only intend to touch lightly
on that member because I recognise that
he is burdened with the dignity of those
members who sit with him. One of the
Ministers spoke the other evening, and
the Leader of the Opposition in reply to
a modest interjection of my own made a,
remark of a very personal nature. Re
said that if I were not bald I would be
sitting on the Opposition side of the
House. I wish to know whether it is
hair or brains that is the first qualifica-
tion for members of the Opposition
party. If it is bait, before I could join
them 1 should bate to let my own grow;
but if it is brains, that is a different
thing altogether. The Leader of the
Opposition above all others should not
indulge in personal reflections. It is
setting a bad example to the members of
his party. Not only that, it was a very
bald statement: As one representing a
metropolitan constituency I may slightly
touch on taxation. I arm of opinion it is
little or no use discussing the question at
this particular stage. We must wait
until the Bill is brought forward by the
Government. But it is quite evident in
my opinion that it is; the wealth of the
State that must foot the Bill. There will
have to be a form of taxation that will
not fall on the shoulders of the poor
man. What would be the effect of at tax
on the poor man i' The way they arc con-
stituted at present it would be impossible
for themn to pay it; iin fact they could
not pay it. I Ihave always regarded it as
a very difficult operation endeavouring to
collect feathers from a frog. As to the
question of taxatiou, ray opinion is that
the possessors of large estates, probably
agricultural areas, should be e~ducatedl to
the fact that their ownership in title is
only a. trust comiitted in the supreme
interests of the State, and if the owners
cannot and will riot produce from that
land they mnust. give it uip and make room
for those -who will, It is not necessary
to dwell at length on that question. It
is a matter for extreme regret that the
GJovernmnent have not given us some
definite information as to what they
intend to do in regard to the gambling

evil. 1 refer particularly to horse-racing.
Iu my opinion, and perhips I know as
much or a, little more than most members
in the House about this particular evil,
if it were not for the surfeit of horse-
racing we have in this State, the poverty
tbat exists within our boundaries to-day
would not be present. When we consider
the great number of horse-races, and
those who follow the calling, who do not
toil, neither do they spin. [MEMBER:
You know a lot about it.] I am sorry
to think the Government have not done
som-zthing in the direction of minirnising'
or regulating this great evil. There is
also to be a Bill regulating the liquor
traffic, and I am of opinion that such
me-asure should embody local option, also
that something should be done to prevent
the granting of farther licenses until a
Bill becomes law giving power to the
State to obtain whatever benefit can be
derived through granting licenses for
hotels. Within the boundaries of the
city of Perth if a man is able to obtain a
license almtost anywhere it is acompetency
for him for life. A license was granted
only a few weeks ago within my own
electorate. What does it mean? When
a man obtains a license be can sell it at
a very high figure and effect a competency.
That should not be so. I would like the

IGovernment to give some information in
regard to a railway from the Williams to
Fremantle. I was given to understand
that some time ago a Commission was
appointed to recommend what railways
were likely to open up the best agricultural
areas, an d I believe a trunk line f rom the
Williams to join the Jandakot line was
suggested by the Commission. I hope
we shall hear something from the Govern-
ment later on in regard to this railway.
A line has also been projected for some
time from Beverley to Wandering. It
was mny privilege some time ago to travel
with the Leader of the Opposition from

IBeverley down the Dale river to Wander-
ing, and the progress that is going on in

1that district warrants the Government in
com ing to the assista~nce of the settlers to

enable them to get their produce to
I mnarket. The soil is excellent, and well

suited for close settleiuent. At present
it is impossible for the people, especially
in the winter months, if they have only a
few wiles to go, to cart their produce, for

ithe land is of such a boggy nature that it
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is impossible to get goods to market. I
hope the Government will do something
in this direction now that we find lines
can be constructed so cheaply. One
member of the Government said that
railways could be constructed flow almost
as cheaply as mnacadamnised roads. I
think a select committee should be
appointed, not a Commission, to consider
what is the best means of cheapen ing and
improving our fish trade. It is a matter
for regret to find that the figsh trade is
almost entirely mnonopolised by foreigners.
This should be a very profitable industry,
but ait the present price of fish it is

imossible for poor people to obtain it.
Onthe golfielld4 we find not only the

fish trade, hut the h-nit trade in the
hands of foreigners. There seems to be
something wrong about that, when at
particular class of people can obtaina
monopoly of a trade, as undoubtedly it is
dlone in this direction. 1 was pleased to
notice in the Gover-uor's Speech that
special provision will be made to assist
in the development of the North and
North- West mineral areas. That great
country is teeming with possibilities, and,
as was pointed out by the member for
North Fremantle the other evening,
there are gold, tin, tantalite, copper, and
many other minerals which could be
worked. Someone interjected "1empty
bottles," but I may point out that the
empty bottles were innocent enou~gb it
was the full ones we had to steer clear of.
From the northern portion of the State we
shall have to draw the bulk of our mutton
and beef supplies for all time. The asset
we have in the leasehold lands in the
North is something enormous, and I
think the Government should come to
the fore and spend money in opening up
and developing that country. I am not
prepared to argue that a railway would
pay from the very start. It may do, but
I think if it did not pay directly the Gov-
ernment should certainly make a move in
the direction of running a line of railway
into that country. They have nothing
to fear, for there are immense possibili-
ties there, and we have an asset in that
country worth thousands and thousands
of -pounds. I would like to see next
session the Government bring forward a
Bill with the idea of constructing that
particular railway. I wish to refer to the
member 'for North Fremantle, and it is

about a letter which appear-d in the
morning Press. It is only' a short letter,
and with your permission I will read it.
The letter is signed by Mr. Higham. I
would direct the attention of the Leader
of the Opposition also to this letter, for
he played an important part in the matter,
and it is just as wvell hie should listen to
it. The letter says:

I desire to take very grave exception to the
statement published by you to-clay of the pro-
ceedings of the Legislative Assembly in which
Mr. T. Bath, M.L.A., is reported as follows:-
" The Minister for Works had stated that
nobody aUthorisc-d to take postal votes sasisted
in his election. lie (Mr. Bath) ha senthe,,,
wearing Mr. Price's colours and bringing sup-
porters of Mr. Price to the polling-booth. He
thought ibdosirable that no other than Govern-
ment officials or in with impartial minds
should be appointed to take postal votes."

T interjected here, "Could you give us
the names?" Mr. Bolton said "Yes;
Leurinonth and Higham."

MEM1BER: That has been proved since
in both cases.

MR. HARDWICK: The letter says:
"Presuming, as Mr. Bath did not correct

Mr. Bolton's interjection that either Mr.
Learrnonth or myself was referred to "-

MR. BATH: This was presumption on
the part of the writer of the letter.

MR. 14ARD WICK: You did not con-
tradict the statement of the member for
North Fremantle. I am only reading
what is in the letter, and merely suggest-
ing to you that there should be anApoiogy
made. I hope members will not shelter
themselves behind political privilege.

MR. TAYLOR: Read the electoral de-
partinental inquiry.

MR. HARD WICK: That only referred
to Mr. Learmonth. I am reading this
letter signed by Mr. Higham.

MR. TAYLOR: It refers to) scandalous
procedure during an election.

MR. HA RDWICK: Here is the man's
statement, and if you will wait till I read
it I think you wYill see there is some
slight justification for an apology being
tendered to the two gentlemen. Mr.
Highama says:-

I wish to state most emphatically that I
was in no way connected with Mr. Price's
committee, nor did I attend any of their meet-
ings. I neither wore his colours nor those of
the N.P. League during the election, and I
drove no one but my wife to the poll.
Farther, a" one authorised to take postal
votes, my services were equally as valuable to
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one party as the other. This Mr. Needhanm's
friends know from the previous election. I
did not visit any voter unless requested to do
so, and then only to take the votes of those
sick or qualified by old age or infirmnity.

It goes on a little farther.
MR. BATH: On a point of personal

expllanation, as- the bon. memiber has
brought forwardi this matter-

MR. SPEAKER: The bion. member
was not present when I read a quotation
front May respecting explanations. If
the bon. member gives way, this is the
proper time to make it.

MRs. HARDWJCK : Certainly, sir.
IMu. BATH: I may say that when I

made that statement in regard to the
gentlemen authorised. to take postal votes
bringing electors up to the poll, I did not
have -Mr. Highiai in my mind at aill. I
had 110 thought of Air. Higbrm; and
seeing I made no imputation on that
gentleman, there is nothing to apologise
for or any explanation to offer to the
paper.

MR. HARDWICK: I must say that I
do not know Mr. Higham. I never
remember meeting him. Undoubtedly I,
have heard the name of THghamn for many
years, and I have always understood that
Mr. Higham. was a worthy and respected
citizen.

Ms. TAYLOR: SO he is.
MR. HARDWICK: I think that in a

case like this, when he gives a denial most
emphatically, the very least the member
for North Fremantle should do is to
apologise for making an error.

MR. BOLTON: I made no error, neither
have you the right to hold a brief for him.
He can protect himself.

MR. HARDWICK: The hour is get-
ting late, but I may perhaps make one
passing reference to that political "OCar.
bine," the member for Kanowna (Mr.
Walker), who undoubtedly gave us an
excellent display no later than yesterday
of how to handle the parliamentary bag.
pipes. The bon. member has been credited
with being a master of elocution. To
think that he should have fallen so iow
as to abuse the Government so much! I
referred to him as that great political
Carbine.

MR. WAxK~a: There is no Carbine
that could play the bagpipes.

MR. HARDWICK: That is so, but
Carbine was a great leader, and always

commended a following. Probably the
lion. member made an effort to laid a party
soiiw time ago; but there was a rumiour
current-there may be no truth in it, and
it mlay be only one of those things one
hears every day-that if the hon. mean-
her had been elevated to that most digni-
fied post, there would have been a rush
to this side of the House. [Mrinsn:
We have got him since.] I just referred
to this matter, as it is only a rumour. I
am told that any hion. friend has a good
policy, ; hut gentlemen opposite chiarge
this side of the House with stealing their
policy. The chances are that, being pos-
sessed of very liberal ideas, we may have
taken a. few liberal planks and left those
which the white ants have possession of
still in the hands of the bon. gentleman.
Take, for instance, the non-alienation of
Crown lands. Members opposite talk of
their policy. They were in power, for
ten or twelve months, and they would not
bring in one of their most important
planks, the non-alienation of Crown lands.
I think the Minister for Lands was
indorsing or granting titles when he was
Minister.

MR. BATH: The lion. member is
incorrect. I stopped the sale of lands.

MR. HiARDWICK: I do not think I
will make any attempt to say anything
farther. I think I have explained very
clearly the position which members
occupy; and I hope the member for
North Fremantle il not be wanting in
his apology to a worthy citizen whom I
think he has wronged.

MR. J C., G. FOULKES (Claremont):
A good4 deal of reference so far has been
made in regard to the various recrimnina-
tions which have taken place during this
prolonged debate. I attribute the exist-
ence of these recriminations to one cause,
and it is this. I have noticed with
great regret that for some years past it
has been the practice of Cabinet Minis-
ters to take part in by-electious. Some
three years ago when I was a member of
this House, some Ministers took part in
an election at North Fremantle. Mr.
James, my leader at the time, who held
the post of Premier, defended the action
be had taken in sending some of his col.
leagues there to take part in that election.
1, when the matter was brought before
the House, strongly dissented from the
policy adopted of sending some of his
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Ministers to take part in by-elections. I
pointed out that no practical good was
done; that in some cases a great deal
of ill-feeling was created between nmem-
bers of the Treasury bench and the
members of the front Opposition bench.
What has happened since is this. If
.some Cabinet Ministers go down to take
part in an election, it follows necessarily
as a matter of course that the leading
member s of the front Opposition bench,
who are es-Cabinet Ministers, will also
think fit to take part in elections.
In England it has been the unwritten
custom for many years that no Cabinet
Minister takes part in by-elections, nor-
do the members of the front Opposition
bench. I therefore strongly suggest
to our new Premier that he should con-
sider the advisability of asking his
colleagues, - and himself adopting the
same Thurse, not to take any part in by-
elections. I would ask the Leader of
the Opposition to adopt the same tactics
by not taking part in any by-election;
and also ask members on the front Oppo-
sition bench to refrain from taking part
in a by-election.

Ma. BATH: The Government sent one
of their Ministers out canvassing. What
do you think of that ?

Ma. FOUYLKES : I think it does not
do the party or a Cabinet Minister
himself any good for hini to take part
in the rough-and-tumble of a general
election. A Minister has far more im-
portant work to do than taking part in
by-elections. What has been the ex-
perience in this wretched election at
Fremnantle? That is not an election
either side can be proud of at all;
and the result has been that half the
time of this debate has been taken up
with an exchange of opinion between the
front Opposition bench and the Govern-
ment benches. Once more wye have anew
set of Ministers, and during the last four
years we have actually had in this State
four different Ministries in power. The
result is that it has seriously affected the
continuity of any policy that may have
been brought forward by any particular
theistr. No particular Ministry with

teexception perhaps of the James
Ministry, has had a fair opportunity of
carrying out its particular policy. Pretty
well every Ministry that has come into
existence has had to spend its time in

electioneering and in trying to bold the
*party together. The result has been that
there has been practically* no effective

*control of the affairs of the various
departments. Pretty well ever 'y depart-
ment has been allowed to run as the
officials of that department thought fit.
It has been a. wonder to ine really, look-
ing back upon the last four years, that
there hits been so much progress effected
in this country. Ini a great measure it is
owing to the fact that we have such
splendid resources in this country, and it
is also very mughi owing to the fact that

*the civil servants of the Crown have, irre-
spective of the various parties that have
been in power, honestly attempted to do

Itheir best by the State. It hats been pro-
posed by' this Ministry to reduce the
Ministerial salaries for the various depart-
m ients. I think that is a great mistake.
There is nO necessity whatever for them
to adopt. that policy, and the reason I
object to it is that if we lower the salaries
to a certain stage, it means we prevent
certain men wvho have perhaps large
businesses from occupying those positions,
because unable to sacrifice private
incomes. There is also this fact to be
borne in mind, that, all the departments
subject to the various Cabinets are not
of equal importance. Some of these
departments are of far more impor- -
tance than others. I will take the
case now of the Department of Mines.
That will always be, I hope, one of
the most imiportant departments we
have in the State. The Lands De-
partment is no doubt of equal impor-
tance; also the Works Department, and
the Agricultural Department. These
four departments are, I consider, the
four most important departments. The
other two, namely' the Treasury and
the Attorney General's Department, are
the lightest departments in the public
service. To show how light is the
Attorney" General's Department, I may
mention that some Premiers have taken
it because they found that it would
not prevent them fromn giving full
time to the post of Premier. Take

Ithe post of the Treasurer. How often
Ihas it happened that the Treasury
Department was taken by the gentleman
selected as Premier, because it was the

ilightest and easiest department to con-
.trol? Of course, there are responsibilities
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attaching to the Treasurer's position; but
as regards the work necessary to carry
thein on, I feel certain these two tire the
easiest departmentsi of the public service.
I regret that the Department of Agri-

*culture should ha.ve been planed under
merely ain honorary Minister; for in the
present position of affairs; I consider this
one of the most important branches of
the public service. The lion. member
for Northain (Hou. .J. Mitchell), who
as Honoraryv Minister wilt have charge
of the Agricuiltural Department, is an
authority on agricultural questions. We
know his views regardibg land settle.
meat; and I hope that if hie finds there
is not much chance of gettinug those views
put in practice by this inistry, he will
do what I consider to he his duty, and
resign the position. ScacoreWil
have the effect of drawinig greater attenl-
tion to the department, and will also
draw attention to the fact that his views,
as Minister in charge of the depantment,
have been ignored by his colleagues in
the Cabinet. I expect, however, with
great sanguineness, that this Govern-
ment, and that the Premier in particular,
will pay due attention to the agricultural
interests of this State. But I am afraid
that he will find his duties as Premier
will prevent his giving much attention to
the other office which he holds as
Minister for Lands. I would suggest
to him-and I approach this matter not
from a Varty point of view at all] the
advisability of taking the first available
opportunity of placing tile departments
of Lands and Agriclture under the con-
trol of the member for Northam in the
capacity of a salaried Minister. There
has been considerable discussion, not
only during this debate but also through -
out the State, on the necessity for a land
tax. By some members it is thought that
the imposition of a land tax is the only
method of insuring the proper cultivation
of our lands. I have travelled over a
greAt part of the agricultural districts of
this State; and from inquiries I have
made there and from information I have
obtained from 'the Lands Department, I
find that there are very few what may be
called large estates in this State. There
are not more than 10 or at the outside
15 estates of over 20,000 acres. It is
true that only a very small proportion of
those estates is cultivated; but we find

*that the same want of cultivation exists
tAo a very large extent amiong the holders
of small blocks. By these I mean areas
of from 100 to 500 acres. The holders
of these areas are not cultivating mnore
land in proportion to the extent of their
holdings titan is the muan who holds 5,O0)0
acres. The smuall holder is an innocent
offender, I admnit. No blame can attach
to him; for in Otost every case the
reason why he does not cultivate more
extensively is that he has not the neces-
sary capital. [Mu. WALw~eR: Too) keen
competition from the East.] So far, we
have not ha-d any very keen competition;
but I recognise that such competition

*will increase. As far back as 1894 the
Legislature perceived the necessity for
some measure of financial assistance to

Settlers in this State; and Sir John
Forrest, then, Premier, inaugurated the
Agricultural Bank. Unfortunately, how-
ever, the provisions of the Act were not
sufficiently liberal;, and in my opinion
it will h incumbent on this Govern-
ment and this Parliament, if we wish
land settlement to increase, to make
some arrangements for liberalising it

Iin the direction of making advances
to farmers on a wore generous scale.

1It is a6 pathetic sight to see brave
men struggling onl the land in the agri-
cultural districts against this want of
capital. A man has, probably, £100;
but 1I consider that £2100 is not sufficient
capital to work, say, 500 acres. I view
with pleasure th e p5roposal of the mem ber
for Northam to inaugurate a scheme
wh ereby a man w ill be assisted to take up
land and given liberal assistance towards

developing it, so that he may make en
it a home. The hon. member's proposal
is that when a man has been assisted to

F take up, say, 500 acres of land, he shall
be entitled to obtain from the Agricul-
tural Bank an advance up to half the
cost he has been put to in clearing the
laud. But I would also extend that pro-
vision to enable him to get an advance

*equal to half the cost of Fencing. There
are hundreds of men in this State
cultivating 30 or 40 aicres of their hold-
ings-just sufficient to enable them, to
get a living. Very few of them can find
the necessary money to stock their land.
The Labour Government recognised the
necessity for an alteration in this direc-
t in, and made a proposal for an am end-

[ASSEMBLY.1 Ninth day.



Addliess-in- Reply ± [12 JULY, 1906i.] Ninth dlay. 4.93

int of the Agricultural Bank Act to
enalble the Government to make advances
for the purpose of assisting settlers to
stock their ftaus. With this Object, that
Government sent a representative to the
Nor'-West to buy stock, particularly
sheep; hut, the conditions it proposed
to create in this connection were quite
unsuitable. I believe that the Labour
Government, had it remained longer in
office, would have effected an alteration
in this coinection. That Government
was prepared to lend money to;the farmier
to buy sheep, on conditon that the
term of the loan should be one Year
onl , , which period was altogether too
short. Sonte may regard as social-
istic a proposal of this character;
but I do not regard it as by any means
socialistic, but rather as an effort to assist
people to carry on a private enterprise.
The Transvaal Government, as I ascer-
tained when travelling in that country
last year, goes so far in assisting settlers
to stock their lands as to advance two-
thirds of the purchase-money. The loan
is for a term of five years; and when the
stock has been purchased, the Govern.
mient and the settler enter into a partner-
ship in the stock, the profits being
divided at the end of the five years.
That system has been found to work
satisfactorily in South Africa. No one
can say that I have been carried away by
the socialistic proposals promulgated in
this House, and on the public platform in
different parts of the State ; but other
countries than ours have found it neces-

Rary to give assistance to people to induce
them to take up and develop laud. On
one fact we as members of this Parlia-
mont will be able to look back with
pleasure when this Parliament has ended;
that we were the first people in Australia
to initiate the principle of constructing
light agricultural railways. Last year
we decided upon three agricultural lines;
and I welcome, therefore, with great

pleasr the proposal of the Government
to sekpower to construct more agri-
cultural railways this session. I have
come to the conclusion that it is abso-
lucey necessary that steps should be
taken to construct agricultural railways'.
People who live in Perth and Fremantle,
in the suburbs and on the goldfields,
have no idea of the enormous amount of
land settlement that has taken place in

I the State. If vou want to take up land
now, you have to travel, in some cases, as
far as 60 miles hack from a railway ; and
it is absolutely necessary, if we want
settlement to increase, that we should
give facilities to the people to get access
to the agricultural land. I do not want
to take up the time of the House any
longer, except with regard to the questioni
of the finances. The Treasurer mentioned
last night that there would probably be
at deficit of £120,000. From the remarks
he made, he did not seem to attach
much importance to the fact that we
would have a deficit. 1 think there is a
great dleal in it. A deficit, if a temporary
one, is not of much importance; but if
we are to allow it to continue, I feel it
wvill seriously affect our credit. Nothing
has done the Eastern States more harm
than that the various Governments in
some of those States have allowed their
deficits to increase from year to year,
accumulating until, at the end of five
or six years, they have reached a large
sum. I believe the credit of some of the
other States was seriously affected by
that unhappy state of affaiirs. Judging
from the speech of the Treasurer, he
seemed to look upon the deficit in a very
light-hearted manner. I believe that. the
people of this State are prepared to submit
to taxation to keep their credit undoubted.
The Attorney General stated that be felt
certain that the poorest man in the
State would not object to taxation. I feel
quite certain that is the condition of
affairs, subject to one proviso that if
farther taxation is imposed on the people
of the State, they will insist on having
the money properly spent. In past
years, the Governments we have had in
power, no matter what Ministry, has
had a tendency to spend money most
lavishly. Wherever one travels, one sees
buildings put u]), hardly ever used:.
hospitals and police courts in small
townships, hardly ever used.

MR. BATH: What would the lawyers
do if there were no police courts? How
would you get alongF

MR. FOULKES: I have been able to
get along very well without police courts.
I was referring to this question of in-
creased taxation, and I can only point

Iout to the Ministry that the more taxation
is levied on the people, the more critical
the people will be in regard to the
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expenditure of money. We have not
many more avenues open for taxation.
Of course the Government can impose a
land tax 'and also an income tax; but
when they have imposed an income tax,
I hope they will realise that it is practic-
ally the last tax they can impose. It is
the last tax, that should always be held
in reserve to meet any extraordinary
demand for public requirements. There
is also another matter I should like to
bring before the Ministry, and that is the
question of the control of our civil ser-
vice. We have had an interim report
from the Public Service Commissioner in
which he has made various recomimenda-
tions. The Government, so far I believe,
have not considered that report suffi-
ciently to enable them to come to a
decision on it, and I should like to warn
them that there should be no attempt
made to alter the Act or to dis-
pense wit-h the services of the Conmnmis-
sioner. The Ministers, I take it, owing to
the various changes we have had, are not
competent to deal properly and in an
adequate manner with the civil service.
The duties of their departments do not
give them sufficient time or opportunity
to come into contact with the public
servants in the departments. A
Minister, as a rule, only comes into
contact with two or three leading
members of his staff. He knows very
little of the men who bold perhaps
humble positions in his department; the
result is, Ministers do not know what
officers are worthy of promotion and what
officers are unworthy of it. I therefore
strongly impress on the Ministry that
they should do all they can to uphold
the influence and position of our Public
Service Commissioner. I have, like other
members, read the Commissioner's report;
and I dare say it contains many mistakes
in regard to the recommendations he has
.made; but adequate provision has been
made for our public servants, and also
for Ministers, to appeal against any
recommendations made by the Commis-
sioner; and I believe that if our present
Commissioner has the time, and receives
fair treatment at the hands of the Govern-
ment, it is only a question of time when
our public service will be placed in a
proper position. I do not wish to take
up the time of the House unduly. We
have discussed this Address-in-Reply at

an extraordinary length. I believe all
parties ini the House are quite sinicere,
whether on this side or on the Opposition
side of the House, in their desire to help
the Government to carry out their ditties,
not only to the House, but also to every
interest in the State.

MR. P. COLLIER (Boulder) : T have
listened carefully to the speeches delivere d
ii) this House during the past two or
three weeks; and notwithstanding the
opinions expressed by various members
who have preced'd me, I should like to
say that the time taken up in a discussion
of this sort serves no practical utility.
The speeches delivered during the past
three weeks will be delivered again
several times over when the different
measures come before the House for dis-
cussion. We have had an endless flow
of talk and, I submit, a considerable
waste of time. I confess to considerable
disappointment since I entered this
Chamber. I caie to this House, I may

say, with a desire to do something, and
with a desire to right some of the wrongs
which, in my opinion, exist in this State;
and my sh~ort experience leads me to
believe that it is not altogether a
place where reforms are to be achieved
-at any rate, not very rapidly. one
cannot help being struck with the
insincerity of the whole proceeding
throughout the debate. The, benches,
particularly on the Government side, but
also on both sides of the House, have
been invariably empty. My experience
leads me to believe that the laws are made
in the corridors or lobbies and not in the
Chamber. I was particularly struck on
Tuesday evening d uring t he speech of
the member for Ivanhoe when hie was
dealing with home very serious grievances
which the miners on; the goldfields are
suffering under, and I counted the
members sitting on the Government side;
there were seven present. The member
for Ivanhoe was dealing with matters that
concern the welfare, the very life of six
or seven thousands of our citizens, and
yet we found members who presumably
came to the House to legislate in the best
interests of the country paying no atten-
tion whatever; in fact they were not
listening, they knew nothing about it.
When the particular measures tbat the
member for Ivanhoe was discussing come
before the House, members on the Gov-
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erment side wvill he guided by the
opinions of the Mlinister for Mines. I
would like to point out to members. sitting
on the Government. side, who represent
mostly agricultural and metropolitan con-
stituencies, that- nearly all the members
on the Opposition side represent mining
constituencies; and notwvithistanding the
fact that the ten or twelve goldfieldsI
representatives on the Opposition side
differ, and very materially, from the
opinions held hj the Minister for Mines,
when the division bell rings on any matter
affectingq the mining industry members
will troop in on the Government side and 1
vote with the Minister without having
heard the debate at all. I would suggest to
the Premier, as he is rather short of money
at present and as he is casting his eyes
round to see where hie can' derive a. litle
revenue from, it would not be a bad
thing to alter to a very great extent the
whole of the procedure of this House.
Hie could first of all abolish the Address-
in-Reply and get to work at once. In my
opinion there is a great opportunity for
anyone on the Opposition side to take
hold oE things and do things. We were
sent here to do things and not to talk-
the inevitable talk. I hope it will not be
regarded as presumption on my part, as
a new member, to express these opinions.
With regard to the policy of the Govern.
meat some of the proposals I agree with,
most of them I disagree with. As one
sitting on the Opposition aide, when the
time arrives that I find myself in
thorough accord with the opinions of the
Government, as the member for Forest
does, I shiall consider it my duty to take
my seat on the Governmnent side. We'
have had tb6 usual meaningless plati-
tudes with regard to the immense wealth
and great prosperity of the State. I
submit the prosperity of a nation does
not depend on its total wealth production
at all. The Treasurer last night, and the
Minister for Mines last week, informied
us of the great progress made in the
mining, pastoral, agricultural, and other
industries. I contend the prosperity of
any nation depends on the distribution of
its wealth, not on the total production
whatever. It matters little to the tens of
thousands of working miners on the
goldields whether the dividends paid are
two millions or ten millions. If these
dividends were increased 10 per cent., .50

per cent., or 100 per cent. to-morrow the
men engaged in the industry would not
be a shilling better off ; therefore I sub-
init it is nlert claptrap to read out a
list of figures about the progress, telling
US by how many heads our cattle, our
horses, or our goats-principally goats I
should think-have increased. With
regard to the Government policy, the
Government's one little ewe lamb, as it
seems, is the land tax proposal ; but
htae ~to say I think the Government will

hvtodepend for the support they
will receive on this side to carry
that proposition through this Chamber.
Various members have spoken on the
Government side of the House, and have
almost all opposed the proposal in somne
shape or other. The member for Katan-
ning will not have a land tax at any price.
The member for Perth is also totally op-
posed to a land tax, andsthe hon. member
with a conscience from North Perth is also
opposed to a land tax. I was particularly
struck by the fact that the Honorary
M inister in another plIlsee ina his speech on
the Address-in-Reply made no reference,
notwithstanding the fact that a majority
of those in another place expressed them-
selves as opposed to the land tax, and no
defence of that proposal; he never
referred to it throughout his speech;
therefore T think members on the Op-
position side are warranted in their
charge of insincerity in this matter.
Speaking for myself I am very pleased
indeed to think the Government have
seen fit to include this proposal for the
taxation of unimproved land values. Per-
sonally I do not care who brings it for-
ward, whether it be the Treasurer,
although we know be has no sympathy
with the matter, or whether it is brought
forward by the party to which I belong.
What we desire, and what we shall strive
to accomplish, is to have the measure
placed on the statute-book irrespective of
who fiti hfirs the proposal. A good deal has
been said by the members on the Govern-
men t side as to the justice of a tax of this
kind. I submait if there is any property the
character of which points to a legitimate
source of taxation, Something that can be
taxed with greater reason and justice, it
is that of the land in the State. All
other wealth is the product of man's
industry, the product of toil, but the

Ieconomic value attaching to land is the
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product of the whole community. We
need not go farther than our own State.
What was the value of laud in Perth 10 or
12 years ago previous to the outbreak of
the goldfields ? Land wats worth only 1
shillings at that tine where it is worth
hundreds of pounds to-day. That
increased value has not been the result
of any effort or work done by the
individuals who own the laud: it is the
result of the common activities, the
common necessities of the people. The
unimproved land values have been
created b y the expenditure of public
funds in the construction of railroads,
and tramroods, and other facilities
where people congregate. If there is
any wealth which justice demands should
be taxed, it is laud. Another 'very imi-
portant proposal of the Government is
their loan policy, and I hope in this
respect that the Government will not
pursue the course which was adopted by
thenr predecessors. Last session we had
the Rason Government bringing down
what I consider an absolutely dishonest
proposal in so far as they were expending
loan funds on the construction of roads
and bridges. While I approve of the
borrowin policy so far as the money is
expended on reproductive works, I alto-
gether object to the expenditure of loan
funds on such matters as roads and
bridges, which in the course of 10 or 12
years will have rotted away, requiringI
renewing. There will be nothing left,
only the interest bill to paty. I remember
last session the member for Kalgoorlie,
the Attorney General, expressed himself
pretty emphatically in connection with
this question of roads and bridges. I
only hope that the hon. gentleman will
live up to scone of his professions, par-
ticularly the principles he pirofessed to
hold when he was on the hustings. One
of the principal charges brought against
us when the Attorney General was stand-
ing for election was that the Labour
Government had expended large sums of
loan money in the construction of the
rabbit-proof fence. He regarded that as
almost a criminal offence. I would like
to know what steps the present Govern-
mnent, of which he is a member, have
takcen to discontinue that practice. The
Attorney General, when standing for
election at Kalgoorlie, delivered himself

of this speech. He said, referring to the
Labour Government

They proceeded with the construction of
the rabbit fence with loan moneys, and not
only this, but they actuall]y credited revenue
ont of loan moneys with the past expenditure
for same considerable time on the fence, which
had been defrayed out of the revenue. By
this means they were able to p resent a wholly
false surplus of revenue, and to mislead and
deceive Parliament and the country as to the
true financial position of the State. Now
there is one consideration in regard to this
expenditure which I would like to call your
attention to, and it is this. The rabbi t-proof
fence is really a substitute on a large scae
for the fencing which otherwise the individual
owners of grazing and pastoral areas would
have to construct at their own expease for
their own protection. These owners have been
making an enormous profit out of Western
Australia for the past 10 years; so much so
that very many of them who 10 years ago
were not worth a stiver are rich m~en to-day.
Surely under these circumstances, if the
burden of constructing the fence, was too
much for the revenue of the State to bear,
the proper course was to obtain any proportion
of the cost necessary from the people who
would be directly benefited by the fence, and
who were in a position well able to bear such
burden. I say, without hesitation, that no
memnber of a Ministry guilty of the financial
juggle which this transaction illustrates, as
also no member of a Ministry which so failed
in its duty in regard to placing the cost of the
work on the right shoulders, should ever be
asked to sit again as a legislator in the
Parliament of the State.

That was the opinion of the Attorney
General when seeking the sufirages of the
electors. The hon. gentleman became
very indignant to-night because he had
been charged with a change of front. He
submitted that it was a childish thing
to charge any tuna with a change of
opinions unless it could be proved that
he changed those opinions for somie
material advantage. That is just the
position we take up. It is a strange
thing that the Attorney General seems
to have changed his opinions immediately
a portfolio became vacant. That is just
the charge that has been levelled against
the hon. gentleman from this side of the
House, and which I think has been
justified. Ini may opin ion, the hon. gentle.
man has, since be has been in this House,
shown a wonderful capacity to accommo-
date himself to political exigencies. Hle
has changed front on several1 occasions,
Although he has attempted to wriggle
out of it to-night, he most emphaticay,
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when in Kalgoorlie, declared himself as
opposed to the', construction of the Fro-
mantle dock, and when be went down to
support his hon. colleague, the Minister
for Works, he stated that if he were
asked to support the construction of a
dock out of public funds he would dis-
tinctly say, " No," but he said, " If there
is anybody in this country who can con-
vince me of the necessity for this dock, it
is my hon. friend the Minister for
Works." What does a statement like
that mean? I submit there can be only
one construction placed upon a statement
of that kind, It means this: "If von.
return my colleague, the Minister for
Works, it is possible I may vote for your
dock; but if you reject my friend, then
certainly it will be a difficult tuatter to
convince me of the necessity for it at all."

MR. BATH: What about his letter of
explanation, too ?

MR. OOLLiIER- Yes; I am reminded
that when a report of his speech was
wired down to the fields he rushed into
print with letters of explanation, trying
to qualify his speech of the previous
evening, and stating that be did not
altogether mean what was reported. I
happened to be at the meeting at Kal-
goorlie, and when the hon. gentleman
was asked a question whether he was in
favour of the construction of the Fre-
mantle dock, so emphatic was he on the
point that lie leaned forward in his seat
and said " No," without any comment
whatever. Therefore notwithstanding the
indignation of the hon. gentleman to-
night, I think members on this side of
the House are fully justified in the criti-
cim which has been levelled at him. I
was also rather amused at the hon.
gentleman's remarks concerning the per-
sonal aspect of this debate. Heeharged the
member for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor)
aud other members on this side of the
House with indulging in personalities.
I submit that no personalities whatever
were indulged in. The matters which
the bon. gentlemin calls personalities are
of public importance. It was, impossible
to refer to the action of the Government
at the Fremantle election without men-
tioning the names of the gentlemen who
took part in it. If any of the hon. gentle-
men occupying the Treasury benches
take action which we deem unworthy, or
which we consider ought to be made

public, to the citizens of this State, mem-
bers ought Dot to be charged with per-
sonalities because they make these ebarges
on the floor of the House. It was im-
possible, as I say, to dwell upon the
action of the Government i connection
with the Fremantle election without
dragging in to a certain extent the per-
sonal element. The Attorney General
als~o lectured the memnber for Mt. Margaret
as an old mnember of this House for not
setting an example. He might very well
have turned round to his left and delivered
that lecture to his colleague, the Minister
for Mines. I submit there is no member
of this House who has offended to a
greater extent than the bon. gentleman
controlling the Mines Department. The
member for Mt. Margaret the other night.
during the course of his speech, charged
the Minister for Mines with lack of duty,
or some other matter, and reference was
made to smelters. The hion. gentleman
interjected that the hon. member had a
warped intellect. When the member for
Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) was criticising
the Minister for Mines the Minister in-
terjected that the hon. member had gout.
What piercing repartee that is! What
brilliant logic, and how absolutely uncon-
vincing! I suppose we shall next have
the Minister for Mines commenting on
the colour of our hair, our Complexion,
our general personal appearance. Yet
the Attorney General has lectured Oppo-
sition mnembers to-night because of their
personalities. He might as well have
turned round and lectured his colleague.
No member of this House has been a
greater offender than the Minister for
Mines. I wish to make a few remarks
on a subject dealt with by the member
for Mt.,Magnet (Mr. Troy) ; and I hope
I shall not be charged with indulging in
personalities. The hon. member charged
the Minister for Mines with discourtesy,
with lack of common civility. My expe-

1rience of the Minister has been rather
brief; hut I entirely indorse the com-
plaint of the member for Mt. Magnet.
Once, when I had occasion to interview
the Minister for Mines in the presence of
a deputation, he almost told me that I
was a liar. Not only that, l)ut when
Opposition members have cause to inter-
view the Minister, he turns round in his
seat and answers them in a disdainful
fashion, over his shoulder. It is not
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pleasant to refer in the House to matters
of this kind; but when tbe Minister
persists in this attitude towards mem-
bers of this party, there is no alternative
but to bring his conduct before the
House, in the hope of finding some
remedy. It is a pleasure to interview
any of the other Ministers. Is is a
pleasure indeed to interview the Premier
on any public business ; and so it is with
the rest of his colleagues. But it is
extraordinary that one cannot obtain
common courtesy from the Minister for
Mines. I would suggest to the Premier
that when next he is receiving a deputa-
tion he should take the Minister for
Mines to his office and compel him to sit
there to get a practical lesson in courtesy
and civility. The reply bv the Minister
for Mines to the charge of the member
for Mt. Magnet absolutely convicts the
Minister of discourtesy.

MR. HOLMAN called attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

[TinE SPEAKER took the Chair.]
MR. CO1LIER: I regret that hon.

members have been called from their
slumbers. The Minister, replying the
other evening to the charge of the mem-
her for Mount Magnet, stated that,
" When the member for Mount Magnet
asked mne to send instructions to the
manager, ordering him to give preference
to Mr. Schuman in having his stone
crushed, I declined in such strong
language that it made Mr. Troy g o out
with a scowl." I submit that the Minis-
ter stands convicted out of his own
mouth. He says that because the bion.
member, in the course of his public duty,
introduced a constituent who had a
request to make to the M~inister, the
Minister refused in such strong language
that the hon. member wvent out with
a scowl. Why should the Minister
deem it incumbent on him to reply in
strong language when a courteous re-
quest is made to him regarding any- par-
ticular business ? If the "Minister could
not see his way to comply with the
request, surely he could decline with
ordinary courtesy and civility. I submit
that the Minister, like the rest of his
colleagues, is a paid 1 ,ubLie servant.
It is part of the duty' of Ministers to
receive deputations, and not to form

deputations. Shortly we shall have to
submit to the Minister for Mines the
names of our deputations, before he will
consent to receive them. Because the
Minister does not agree with the requests
made to him, lie feels quite justified in
practically insulting a deputation. I
say it is scandalous that a miember cannot
introduce a deputation of his constituents
to the Minister without being insulted
because the Minister disapproves of the
request. This the Minister has abso-
lutely proved in his reply to the charge
by the member for Mt. Magnet. We
cannot have a better illustration of the
Minister's attitude than his treatment a
few weeks ago of Mr. McCallum, presi-
dent of the Trades and Labour Council
of this city. When Mr. McCallum
attended with a deputation before the
Mlinister, and rose to speak, he was asked
whether he was a public servant. He
replied that he was, and the Minister
said, "1Sit down; I cannot hear you." I
should like to know whether that is the
principle to be adopted by the Govern-
ment. If so, the sooner the country
knows it the better. It will be well for
the Government to make a definite pro-
nouncement on the matter, and let us
know whether, because a man happens to
earn his living by working for the
Government, he is to be deprived of the
ordinary rights df citizenship. It is
scandalous that, because a man is in
Government empioyment, he should be
deprived of his freedom of speech. The
Minister has to some extent backed down
since that occasion, and now States that
he does not object to Government servants
on deputations if they approach him out
of woiking hours. I submit that it has
nothing at all to do with the Government
whether the deputation come in oi- out of
working hours, so long as the public
I evant is not being paid by the Govern-
mnit while he is on the deputation; and

Ievery hour that Mr. McCallumi, or any
other public servant, spends on matters

Iof that kind is docked from his wages. I
submit that the Government has taken
up an attitude which would be worthy
only of a Russian grand duke. The
lIinisten; in his peregrinations round the
country, always makes the same speech
whenever lie happens to address an
audience. It appears tu we that since lie
became Minister for Alines he has learned
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a speech by heart; and every time he
gets on his feet he delivers 'it. I could
at any time sit down and write out
almost verbatim tbe, speech that the
Minister will deliver, if he speaks at all.

Mu. BATH:- He is a sort of venomous
phonograph.

Mn, COLLIER: A sort of venomous
phonograph. Last evening, the Minister
hurled at this side of the House all those
choice gems from that vocabulary of
abusive wards which, during many years
of travelling he has gathered in the back
country. They were hurled with such
venom and vindictiveness that only the
bon. gentleman himself possesses, al
this side of the House. One can under-
stand a membher making heated personal
remarks in the course of a speech, but
when he comes down to the Rouse with
his epithets typewritten, as the M~inister
for Mines did last week, it is a fa-ir indica-
tion of the member's character. While
the Minister is continually harping on
the one proposal he intends bringing in
under the Mines Regulation Bill, that is
the language test--and one would imagine
fromn the frequency with which the bon.
gentleman attacks this question that, it
was a, burning question on the goldfields
with the men employed on the mines,
though that is not the case at alt, for I
do not suppose there are 50 men in the
State who would be affected by the pro-
posal in any shape or form--and whiile
he endeavours to obtain considerable
kudos in this matter, we hear nothing at
all from him in regard to matters of
vital importance, nothing at all about the
height of stopes. We know that on the
goldfields scarcely a week passes without
some individual, forced by circumstances
to go into dust-laden, deadily atmosphere
to provide food for his wife and family,
is killed. The hon. member tells us
nothing about this. 'We have not heard,
throughout any of his electioneering
spee-zhes, any reference to the question of
Sunday labour on mines. I asked the
Minister last week a question in connec-
tion with this matter, and the re~ply
elicited information sufficient to show
the wanner in which his department is
administered. On Sunday, the 6th May,
several mines in the Golden Belt desired
to work their employees so that the latter
could have a day' off on the following
Wednesday, which was Eight Hours

flay; and they communicated with the
Minister for Mines, I believe on the
Thursday, requesting permission to work
their employees on the Sunday. The
Minister states that he always grants
these requests, provided the men have
no0 objection. This is how it works out.
Although the request' asking for per-
mission was received by the Minister for
Mines on the Thursday, he did not consult
the men interested, the miners' union,
until the Saturday afternoon at 4'30
o'clock, when an urgent wire was sent to
the secretary of the miners' union asking
them if they had any objection to work-
ing on the following Sunday. It is a

Isupremely ridiculous thing to wire to a
body of men at 4-90 o'clock onl Saturday
afternoon asking them if they have any
objection to working on the Sunday;, and
one is justified in the charge hurled by
members on this side of the House that

ithe Government particularly represent
the Chamber of Mines, when we see
matters of this kind occurring. Not only

ihas it happened once, but several times.
I It occurred last Christmas in the same

wny. The Minister said he gave per-
mission to the wines to work on the
Sunday previous to 0Christmas on con-

Idition that the men themselves had no
objection; but the men were never con-
sited. When I raised a protest, the
Minister did go through at form of con-
sulting the men, and on the last occasion
he did it at 4-30 o'clock on the previous
day. We are told this is going to be
sound and stable administration. D ur ing
the course of his speech the Premier the
other night hurled at tauint at the member
for Kanowna and other members in this
House, that they were political agitators
at street corners. I wonder what he
means. What was the object of such a
tauntF I was almost going to name
some of the great men in history, great
reformers, who have been agitators at
street corners, aud compare them with
some of the members occupying seat,, on
the Governuiiut benches; but out of
respect to tbe memory of those dead
giants I shall refrain. from doing so.
During the last short session, the late
Premier (Mr. Etason) gave it as one of
his reasons why the House should
adjournu for Christmas, that Ministers
were anxious to get to the depart-
ments, and that the country was Ian-
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guishing for want of sound adminis-
tration. Members on this side of the
House agreed that the session should
close before Christmas in order to give
the Government an opportunity of Jetting
the country have some of this sound and
stable administration that we were told
on so many platforms was so urgently
necessary. I have a matter here which
will serve to show in what manner some
of this sound administration works oat.
Last November I asked the NJinister if it
was his intention to frame regulations for
the carrying of firewood over the wood
line from Lakeside out south into the
bush, and the hon. gentleman informed
me that it was his intention to do so.That is about nine months ago. No
attempt has been made to frame these
regulations since. I believe it was the
infant act of the Eason Governentto
grant permission for the construction of
that line, but the company have been
enabled to practically rob the woodcutters
daring the past seven or eight months
because of the neglect of the Govern-
ment to frame adequate regulations.
Not only that, but the company have
keen making a charge of Is. per ton
.royalty for all wood carried over that line
since the beginning of the year, and it
now amounts to Rome hundreds of pounds.
One of these cutters interviewed a lawyer
on the matter, and the lawyer advised
him to sue the comipany for the amnount
which he had paid as royalty. fie did
so, issuing a, writ for fraud against the
company. The endorsement on the writ
reads as follows :-" Plaintiff's claimi is
for £64 Ils. 3d. for a return of money
obtained from the plaintiff by fraud."
Considerable correspondence took place
between the company and this wood-
cutter for nmany nliouthis. The company
declined to pay the amount, but finally
they did so. I will j ust read somne of the
correspondence tliat took place between
the companly and that gentleman. On
the 8th June the company wrote as
follows :

in confirmation of the intimation given you
verbally by our managing director, wve hereby
beg to inform you that on anid after the 16th
inst. we shall cease leaving tracks on our
main line for you for the purpose of being
loaded, hut shall place all trucks required by
you for loading only on sidings which will he
put in for the purpose from time to timie at
different points, on the main linet at intervals

of not more than two miles. The costs of
putting in the siding (exclusive of the cost of
material which is provided by uw and remains
our property), must he borne by yen together
with an additional 10 per cent. on net costs
for supervision on the putting in, and you will
be charged a rentalI for the use of the siding
of 165 per annum payablet quarterly in advance.
The coats of putting in the siding and super-
vision as above must be paid by you in
advance before the siding is conuneuced.
Pending the issue of the new regulations
which we understsand are being drafted by the
Minister for Railways in connection with the
Timber Tramway, we are, however, prepared
to allow you to load trucks on our sidings, and
the sum of Is. per ton will be charged to cover
the use of the siding and shunting charges,
etc., while the rate for haulage will remain
as before.-Yours truly, KALOORaLIE AmD
BOULDER FIREWOOID Co., LTD.

This company has been charging 6d. per
ton above the Government rates for the
haulage of firewood over its line, and in
addition to the 6d. per ton it has been
charging one shilling per ton royalty. It
is an absolute fraud-one shiling per ton
royalty on firewood cut on Crown lands.
I laid: the matter before the Premier at
the beginning of the year and told him
what bad occurred; but since then no
action has been taken. After consider-
able correspondence the company for-
warded this letter, which proves absolutely
that the money has been obtained by
fraud. The letter says:-

in this matter the defendant (that is the
cowpany) has decided to pay the amount
claimed. by you in your letter of April 18th -
£66 11s. 3d. This course was decided on
Some little time ago, and the delay has been
occasioned by an endeavour to check the
amount of firewvood derived fromn the Crown
lands and Hamptont Plains properties, but it
was Lultimfately decided to pay the fll. amiount
of your claim. We shall be gla if you will
give your Perth agents notice to discontinue
proudedings. We will undertake to pay you
the anmount of the claim and tnxed costs to
date.
That letter proves asolutely that this
company has heen obtaiging money by
absolute fraud during the last eigh~t
months, and no attempt has been made
on the part of the Govern ineut in check

Mit. Lyca: Tha;t dues nut sound like
Sound adiukit ratLion.

MR. COLLIER: If this is sound ml.
miniistration it is a very good. thing fur
some of thle Government's friends. T do
nut Wish t) weaUry thle Hutise at great
tlngth, fur I befleve tihe Governmni~t
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intend closing the debate to-night;
hut there is another matter I wish
to deal with before I sit down, a
matter of considerable importance. I
admit that the Government are making
very great efforts to settle the people on
our lands; while that is a very laudable
effort indeed it is of far greater import-
ance that the Government should see
that the lands already taken from the
Crown are put to their best use. It is
not sufficient to just register a certain
area of land in any maun's name and come
down to the House later on and publish
the figures showing the progress made in
land settlement. A large area of land
in the State to-day is held by speculators,
men who have no desire to settle on the
land, who do not take up the land with
the intention of settling on it. I am
going to make a serious charge of
absolute dunmmying carried on in the
State, and I salli prove it, and before I
sit down I shall ask the Government to
appoint a select committee to inquire into
the charges I am about to wake. There
is a portion of the State well known, no
doubt, to the mewmher for .Katanuing
(Hon. F. H. Piesse), for it is in his
electorate. There has been a reserve
there; it was reserved for many years and
is known as the Quindanning Common.
Earlv in 1904, when M,~r. Hopkins was,
Minister for Lands, it was decided by the
department that this land should be mnade
aVlLiltible for selection. After some time
it was done; it was madle available for
selection under Section 55 of the Land
Act of 1898. 1 will read that secton,
although most miembers, know what it is
still I will read it so that there shall be
no mistake. Section .55 reads as fol-
lows;

The lessee shall, within siix months from the
daite of his lease, take in his own person pos-
session of the land, and shall reside upon it
and make it his usual home without any other
habitual residence, during at least six mlonths
'in each year for the first five years from the
date of the commencemient of his lease, and if
possession be not Liken as aforesaid the land
shall be forfeited.
That is pretty definite. This laud. was
wade available under Section 55 of the
Land Act 1899, and it is a reimarkahle
thing there were only eight or nine blocks
in the whole reserve, but it is re-
miarkabte that residlents of Boulder were
the successful applicants for nearly the

wvhole of the blocks. The Minister for
Lands for the time being, Mr. Hopkins,
wrote a letter to one of the gentlemen who
was subsequently successful in obtaining
a large portion of the land. On the 29th
February, 1904, Mr. Hopkins had this
letter forwarded to Boulder:

The Quindanning reserve has been sub-
divided and will shortly be made availble for
selection under residential terms. This is a
splendid area of country, and should you de-
termine to maake an application for some I
think you would have no reason to regret it.
Subsequent events proved he did not
have cause to regret it. Thle letter goes
on to Say-

At the samie time you will, of course, under-
stand that in the event of there being two or
more applications the land board will require
to deal with same.

This Mr. Millen was successful afterwards
in securing one of these blocks ; not only
Mr. Millen himself, but both of his sons
hold blocks of the reserve to-day. Another
gentleman who holds one of these blocks is
Mr. Le Mercier, the proprietor and editor
of the Boulder Star. It was a great loss
that Mr {- Le Merce r did not happen to
be on the land on the 27th October last,
election night, because he shed sufficient
tears in Boulder to have watered 50
acres of that land. Mr. Le Mercier has
uever taken possession of that land to
this day. He has held the land for two
years, but has never beeni out of Boulder
for three successive days.

Ma. Cowcasa : I must contradict
the heon. member there. He has been
down to his property; it is fenced, and
hie has some of it cleaired.

Mu. COLLIER: I know lie has been
to his property, and it is fenced and
clearrd; but that is not Complying With
the residential conditions. This gentle-
wan has never be~en on the block for six
consecu~tive dlays. He is the proprietor
and editor of the Boulder .Evening ,Star;
ho has never been on the; land, aud has
no intention of going on. Not only this
gentleman, lint another gentleman who
owns one of these blocks is Mr. Millenus
sont, who is employed iLL the Water Office;
at Northam, anid ho has been there for
eight m11ouths Of last year. This is the
way i-n which the conditions are coniplied
with. Another successful applicant was
Air. Wifliami Brook, an aged man over 60
years. Although the mall and his wife
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are over 60 years, they have no family,
and how on earth any land board, any
sensible body of men sitting as a land
board, would agree to give a block of
land to a man of that age passes my
understanding. Mr. Brook, to my know-.
knowledge, hasi never been out of Boulder.
As the hon. meimber states, be paid a
visit to the land; he was six days absent
from Boulder altogether ; there were the
journey down, also the day onl the land,
and the journey back. That is the only
time he has been on the block. Another
gentleman who owns one of the blocks is
Mr. Bisset, a reporter in the office of the
Boulder Evening Star, a particular friend
of Mr. Le iMercier. He has never been
near his block, has never seen it.

MR. Cowan E: Mr. Bisset has been
there also; he was once down there.

MR. COLLIER: He may have been
down on a flying visit and had a look at
the land, but he. has never lived there.
I assert, and I chllenige the Governmient
to contradict it, that not one of those
men I have mentioned is complying with
the conditions of the Act.

MR. CowcuER: Mr. Mullen, the one at
Northam you spoke of, has been) on the
land some mtonthis working it.

MR. COLLIER: I know Mr. Milieu.
What I contend is that these other men
are only dumimies for Mr. Milieu. Mr.
Milieu himself is living on the block. He
took up his residence imuwidiatel 'v it was
grauted to him ; but lie is the only one
of the successful applicants who did go
to reside on the land. He has two sons.
Mr. D. R. Millen has 197 acres; Mr. ii.
Li. Milleu, that is the son employed in
the Water Office aLt Northamn, lins 334
acres; Mr. Kt. WV. Milieu, 383 acr., Mr.
L~e Mendier, :30) acres; Mr. Brook, 100
acres; Mr. Bisset, 153 acres; and Miss
M ewan, 632 acres. Mliss MeEwani has
never lived on the block. I believe she,
is thefioncee of one of tire Messrs. Milieu.
What 1 state is an absolute fact. This
land is being dumnmied, and it is well
known that it is being dummied. The
late member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins)
knew that Mr. Bisset, Mr. L~e Merlier,
and these other gentlemken had never
been out of it. Legitimate settlers are
driven to out-of-the-way places where
there are no such facilities. If this is
the sod, of thing that coines under iu 'v
notice, who is to say that it has not

obtained in other portions of the Starte ?
It is the duty of the Government to
inquire into this matter. For two whole
rears these men have been allowed to
dummy land. It is common talk in the
streets of Boulder that they are only
dummies for Mr. Millen. flow is it that
they have been able to evade one of the
provisions of the Act ? There is no
answer. I suppose. it is included in the
sound -administration. I trust that the
Premier will make inquiries into the
statements I have wade, and see if they
are not correct.

Tits PREMIE: You know perfectly
well inquiries are made. You had every
opportunity of inspecting the file.

MR. COLLIER: How is it that this
thing could obtain for two years, until I
bring it under your notice ?

TimEPREMIER: In nine cases out of
ten, unless notice that the conditions are
not complied with is brought under the
attention of the office, there is no oppor-
tunity of gaining any knowledge.

Mu. COLLIER: But you have an in-
spector who furnishes a report from time
to time. I have seen a report from In-
spector May stating that not one of these
men was living on the block. That
report came into the office. How is it
that no action was taken? That report
is 12 months old. I asked to be allowed
to see the latest report, which camne in
only a month or two ago, and it wvus
denied me. I had not the oppJortunity of
perusing the latest report.

THE PREMIER: Were you not given
every opportunity by me to go through
the file you asked mei for?

AIR. COLLIER: I was.
TuE Psnrxn1E: Did you nut spend an

hour on it?
MR. COLLIER: I spent two hours.

I asked Mr. Gilbert, the secretary, for
the latest reliort. He said it was private
and confidenutial, and I could not see it.
The only file I did see related to when-
the blocks were first thrown open and
made available for selection. I could
understand, if it were six or nine mouths,
that the officers of the department might
be lenient, to allow these men an oppor-
tunity of going on to the land ; but it
must be knowi- to the office that the pro-
prietor of a newspaper in Boulder and
these men were not settled on the land.
If this thing c;an obtain and the depart-
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mant does not know any thing about it,
what is likely to be happening in other
parts of the State ? It is no wonder that
out of 11 million acres of land-

THiE PREMIER : But are the conditions
of improvement complied with ?

MR. COLLIER: The conditions of
improvement are no good. The crux of
the thing lies in residence.

THE PREMIER: That was the point
raised by the Leader of the Opposition.
who, by the way, was speaking out of his
place.

Ms. COLLIER: If they are going to
be allowed to evade the residential con-
ditions, we open the door to land specu-
lation at once. I understood it was the
desire of the hon. gentleman and the Gov-
erment to settle people on the land.

THE PRExiER: We allow men on the
goldfields to improve their land so that
in a few years they can take it and go
there for a home,.

MR. COLLIER: That is all very well.
But a state of affairs in which the pro-
prietor of a newspaper and his reporter
and other men on the goldfields have
never lived on the land, and have not
built a. house on the block, though they
have held the land for two years, is a
scandalous evasion of the Land Act. It
is most remarkable that, of the applicants
for nine of these blocks that were made
available, seven successful applicants were
warmn personal friends of the late member
for Bouldler. They obtained those blocks
d uring the time lie was Mini ster for Lands.
They were, I say, intimate, warm, per-
sonal friends ol t his.

THE -PREMIER: Butwere not the blocks
obtained throughi the medium of the Land
Board?

MR. COLLIER: Yes; tliey were ob-
tained through the inedium of the La6nd
Board, bit I u, only saying it is a
renliarkable coincidence that the whole of
these successful applicants should happen
to be residents of Boulder, andi it is a
remarkable coincidence to muy mind, in
view of a letter written by Mr. Rloph ins
to Mr. Milien, asking him to manke a"l
application for one of these blocks, and
saying bne could assure hini he would not
regret it. Evidently he has not regrettedl
it, because this letter was written to
obtain a block, and both of his sons
objtined a block. Those others have
been simply dummnying the land for Mr.

Millen. 1 hope that the Premier will
mnake inquiries and see if the statements
Ihave made are correct. I do i ot in tend
todelay the House ait greater length.

Isimply thought it was my duty to call
attention to an important matter of this
kind which camne under my notice, and
a matter in which the land laws of the
State are being evaded, and dnuminvi n g is
obtaining at the lpresent time.

Ma. C. H. LAYMAN (Nelson): I
Iintend to take up very few minutes of the
time of the Rouse in speaking on this
very'v much debated subject, or perhaps I
should describe it as a conglomeration of
subjects, introduced by members in
speaking to the' Address-in-Reply, be-
cause I recognise that it is a6 useless, worth-
less waste of time. Some members appear
to think that it is their one opportunity,
and worse than that they appear to think
it their duty to embrace the opportunity.
of indulging in personal abuse. We
bear members accusing Ministers and
ot her me mbers of bei ng poli tical crim inal s,
of bribery and corruption, and, in fact,
calling them everything except honest
politicans. I would like to say that I
consider this should not be tolerated.
It is not tolerated in any other sphere of
life-in commercial, in professional, or
in Social circles ; and whvly should it be

Itolerated in poli tics ? We hear charges
mrade against %linisters, and we hear
these charges echoed and re-echoed by
other inembcrs ; and I think it is time
we put a stop to such extraordinary and
extravagant language in the House. It
must bej very painful to you, sir, to have
to sit listening to such expressions. Of
course I do not object to fair criticism;

,I do not object to any, Member criticising
the polity or die w ant of policy of any
other wemnber; but I certainly have a
strong objtction to peirsonal abuse. 1
should like to ask you what is the differ-

ene Zetee syitha man is unLking

nisstatenients, anid atcusing himi of telling
-Ldliberate lie. The only difference I

can see IS inI the phn1ageology. One
charge is couched in what we mnay term
parliamentary language, and the other is
not; hut, the meaning is the same. And
I regret to say that the principal
offenders, if I miay be permitted to Style
thenm offenders, seem to ate to lbe the
older parliamentarians ; and I fel I am
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right in saying that we younger members
do not appreciate the example set by our
elders. I will not farther pursue this
subject, for fear of being charged with
inconsisteucy-with abusing others for
giving abuse. I will thererore come to
the Governor's Speech. Xu nmy opinion
the most important and debatable subject
in the Speech is the proposal for the
taxation of land. I will not say, as was
said by another speaker: " I do not
believe in a. land tax, but will support it."
I prefer to pitt it thus: I do not like a
land tax, but I should like to see mnore
revenue coming in. And I recognise
that we must have more revenue, to
enable the Government successfully to
carry on the business of the country. I
am therefore prepared to support a
l-and tax under certain conditions. One
condition is that there shall he a liberal
exemption on all rural lands taken up for
agricultural purposes. I would suggest
that all rural lands in course of aliena-
tion from the Crown be exempt for at
least seven years after selection. "4)
members who are interested in or have
any practical knowledge of land settle-
ment must adniit that during the first
seven or eight years new settlers spend
on the land they have a desperate stAmin-
ing to make both ends meet; and I
maintain that during those years they
should be exempt from that tax. If we
do not exempt them, I say that laud
settlement will be greatly hampered.
When the land has been selected for
several years, and got into working order,
the settlers cant make it reproductive;
and they are in a better position to meet
their liabilities and to pay taxes. I
therefore strongly advocate that all lands
in course of alienation fromn the Crown
be exemnpt for at least seven years after
selection. While on this subject, I shotild
like t4) say there is only one formn of land
tax to which I shall ever agree, and that
is the taxation of the unimproved capital
value; for I consider it unfair and
unjust to tax on the annual rental of
properties, b-ecause that will be taxing
thrift, taxing men for improving their
properties; and the object of this House
should be to encourage improvement.
The other evening the member for Gas-
coyno (Mr. Butcher) said that if the
Government were to retrench there would
be no necessity for a land tax. He sug-

gested that the Government should dis-
continue certain votes, such as the vote
for the Zoological Gardens. -I consider
that the money spent iin the rerth Zoo
is well spent. If that lhon, memuber
would treat himself to a trip to South
Perth on Saturday afternoon, where he
could see over 100 tennis-players using
the courts simultaneously, and several
hundred spectators besides the ordinary
visitors to the Zoo, I am sure he would
agree with me that the money spent
there has not been wasted. The same
remarks; apply to grants for recreation
grounds in country districts, which grants
the hon. member opposes. I do not
know what has been his experience in
getting grants for recreation reserves in
his district; but my experience has not .
been pleasant. I have had great difficulty
in getting very small amounts for such
purposes in my district; and I 'would
mention one particular instauce, There
is ait Greenbushes a recreation ground
which accommodates several hundred
people every Saturday afternoon through-
out the year. The people have subscribed
locall 'y a large sum of money to improve
this ground and make it what it is; and
with the object of farther improving the
ground, I applied some 12 months ago
for an amount of £50. After following
up the application by letters and several

Iinterviews with the Minister, I received
the magnificent sum of £25. I maintain
that the X25, provided it be judiciously
expended, will be mnoney well spent; and
this apJplics to other recreation grounds in
country districts. I consider it is almost
as essential to provide recreation for our
growing youths as to provide educattion
for our children. If there were no recrea-
tion. ground at Greenbushes, a large per-
centage of the young people, instead of
being axt their ouitdoor spbrts on Saturday
afternoon, would he knocking about thu
town playing cards or billiards, or soine-
thi-ng else not nearly so good for them asIathletics. The bon. member mentioned

Ithe subject of our liquor laws. I regret
that the Governmnent. do not propose to
amend these. I ami strongly in favour
and I think a large proportion of the
people of this country are in favour
of local option. I do not think it
right that a licensing bench of two or
three men should sadldle a town or dis-'
triet with mnore hotels than it can reason.
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ably carry. There are too many hotels
in most country towns, as in tis city;
and as a natunrd consequence cornpetition
is so keen that the hotelkeepers have to
resort to all sorts of schemes to attract
the public; and this necessarily makes
our liquor bill much heavier than it would
lbe otherwise. Some people argue that if
we do not grant more licenses we shall
give a. monopoly to existing licensees. I
say that can easily be prevented. If
they are making too much out of the
trade, surely there are other methods
of attaching some of their profits.
We can make them perform certain con-
ditions. We can increase their license
fees. There are many ways of doing it.
So I fail to see that argument is any
good. If the police are instructed to
carry out the licensing lawsas they shotld
he carried out, I do not think we should
find the trouble continue. Thore is
another subject to which I would like to
refer, and that is the tick, question. I
have had a little experience, not with
ticks in the tick-infested districts, but
with ticked tattle; and I consider that
this tick has simply been a bogey to
enable certain firms in this State to
manipulate the meat market. Without
contradiction, there is one firm in this
State that has made more money out of
tick than any other firm has made out of
any other line of business. It has been
enabed to manipulate the market and to
regulate prices to suit itself. I went to
Robb's Jetty on one occasion to buy a.
truck load of cattle, and they told me
they could supply me with live cattle at
Oil. per lb. on the trucks. I remuarked
that the price seemed to he very high,
considering that they were retailing about
Perth and suburbs at 5d. They said
that was tick cattle, and they told me
they could let me have as much; as I liked
of that at 4d. per lb. It was a better
class of meat than they were pleased to
term clean cattle, for which they were
charging 2d. a lb. more. I think it is
high time that the Stock Department,
which is rather an expensive one, should
let the country know whether the tick
will thrive in other districts than those
already infested. If the officers do not
know, it is time they found out. From
my limited experience of disease in
stock, I warrant that in three months I
could successfully prove if tick will live

in the South, South-West, or Eastern
districts. It is no use saying they cannot
prove it. It can be done very simply
and very inexpensively. They hiave been
andrrying the sub]ject for -several years,

-ddonot yet know whether tick will
thrive and prove dangerous to the herds
in the southern districts; and they are
still going on in the slaune way. If ticks
will thrive in other districts, the Govern-
ment should stop the tick cattle front
coming down here at all, and should
construct abattoirs and freezing works in
Wyndiham so that the ticki cattle may be
brought down frozen, and so as to allow
the clean cattle to come in alive. If ticks
will not thrive here, let all the cattle
come ill. [HONORARY MiNTsTR:L They
flourish at Bayswaterj] It is said they
Lbre there, but I have bee-n niaking iquiries
and find that the cattle do not suffer
from tick fever, and that they are not
likely to suffer. I do not know whether
my information is correct. If ticks would
-spread in these districts, it is plain to me,
or to anyone knowing anything about
stock, that they would be all1 over the
State long ago. Several years ago I was
buying stock at Rohb's Jetty, where there
were several hundreds of cattle in the
yards alive with ticks; and the town
herds were browsing around the fences,
poking their heads over and getting a bit
of hay where they could. As a practical
man with stock, can I be told that these
ticks would not have flourished here years
ago if they would do any harm P 1 am
convinced in my mnind that they wifl not;
but I think it is high time *the Stock
Department should make a statement one
way or the other; for then the consumers
would not have to pay the exorbitanut
prices for meat the 'y pay at present.
With regard to the diffrent measures
brought forward in the Governor's
Speech, there is one matter I would like
to refer to. It says.

With increasing population, land settlement
continues to assume large dimensions, and my
advisers intend to carry out the policy of
decentralisation to wmake it possible for every
person desiring to settle on the land to do so
without the objectionable delays which have
caused so much inconvenience in tbe past.

I am pleased to see that in the Speech.
I am sure it is a step in the right direc-
tion. From my own personal knowledge,
I have known a great number of instances
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where men have been delayed and kept
waiting, for weeks awl weeks at a time to
get the right to go on their land. This
to a great extent I consider has forbidden
people from settling, and hampered land
settlement. Of course I know perfectl
well that the department is labouring
uinder great difficulties a.t present in get-
ting people on the land imimediately after
they apply for selection, particularl.'y in
regard to land in the( South-West All
the land there has to he inspected by a
forest ranger, andI his certificate stating
that there is no marketable timber on the
lana must be in the hands of the depart-
mient before the se-ttler gets the right to
occ-upy. We can quite und(ert-SAnd that
when a selector sends in his application
to thme local agent, it is forwarded to the
department, and then the forest ranger is
instructed to inspect the property. When
he gets these instructions at his address,
for possibly lie is 70 or 100 miles away
inspecting some other property at the
time the letter is sent to him, hie must
return, probably, to the very part of the
country where he has been inspecting.
It will take an army of forest rangers to
keep up with land settlement in that
district. These forest ranigers have
large areias to inspect, and their reports
have to be sent back to the department.
and then there is the routine of depart-
mental work to go through ; so selectors
are kept waiting weeks and weeks, and
get thoroughly disgnsted, and in some
instances they go away and abandon
their applications. I therefore consider
this scheme of decentralisation is a very
good idea, because it will enable people
to get on the land much earlier after their
applications are put in than has, been the
case in the past. The next paragraph in
the Governor's Speech to which I wish to
refer says;

A steady and increasing stream of immigra-
tion is flowing into the State and becoming
absorbed mainly in our agricultural popu.
lation.
It is indeed very gratifying to me to see
this clause in the Governor's Speech, and
I feel sure it is gratifying to the whole of
the State.

MR. Lvzci NeW Do you think it is true?
MRn. LAYMlfAN: I do; I honestly be-

lieve it is true. I was under the inapres-
sion that a large proportion of newcomers
come here with the object of competing

with the labour market, that those who
could not get emiployment joined themrnks
O}f the unemployed, and those who could
get employment elbowed someone else
out amiong the unemployed. I do not
think there is a doubt aboukt the accuracy
of the clause, therefore it is gratifying to
know such is the case. While on the
suibject of settling people on the land, I
would like to refer to the different pro-
ducts that are being brought into this
country. We are at the present time
paying thousands of pounds a week for
articles such as butter, bacon, cheese,
eggs, and different dairy produce, and it
seemis to me the Government would be
wise in turning their attention to this
particular branch of agriculture. It is
no use hustling people on to the wheat-
growing areas* after we once catch up to
the market, and it would be a very good
idea if the Government set a good object-
lesson in regard to dairy farming, estab-
lish a State dairy farm, and showing the
people how to go in for np-to-date farm-
ing. It would prevent a large sum of
mnoney being sent out of the State for
these products. There are thousands and
thous~ands of aitres of land lying idle
which could be turned to good use for
dairy farming; net only Crown lands
but -there are hundreds of thousands
of acres of land which have heen
alienated from the Crown. and by sett-
ing an object-lesson to the holders and
occupiers of this land the Government
would naturally draw attention to dairy
farming, and it would be a great saving
to the country. On account of the late-
ness of the hour I do not intend to detain
the Rouse longer, but before I conclude
I cannot refrain f rom criticising, I do not
say abusing, our friends on the Opposi-
tion side. Of course there are a great
many subjects I could criticise them on,
but I will confine myself to one as a
specimen. In the district I have the
honour to represent one of the principal
industries is tin-mining, and before the
Labour Government took office as Min-
isters of the Crown, miners there, by
virtue of their miner's right, were entitled
to an area of 100 yards square.; and
immediately after the Labour Govern-
ment took office that area was reduced
to 25 yards square, one-sixteenth of the
original area-what one man could hold
originally it took 16 men to hold on the
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25 yards square princiJple. Labour mem-
bers were returned to the House to
protect the interest of the workers, On
this particular tiufield the whole of the
claims% are owned by working miners, or
fully nine-tenthis; the miners take uip
claims and work them tlhemselves. They
were getting on very satisfactorily until
the labour Government reduced the area
to 25 yards squiare. There was naturally-
at great outcry at Greenbushes about this
thing, and mass meetings were held and
resolutions passed condemning the actions
of the Government. From representa-
tion made by myself, and after following
the subject up and worrying the Govern-
mnent for some time, we got the Govern-
ment to extend the area from 25 yards
to 70 yards; square. That meant that
what one man could hold originally it
would take thitee men to hold under this
new regulation.

MR. BATH: When did th is take place ?
MR. LAYMAN: It took place iinmedi-

ately after the Labour Government took
office.

Mu. BATHF: What time?
Mut. LAYMAN: I presume the bon.

gentleman knows when he took office: he
was one of the Mtnisters. Within a few
weeks after the Labouir Government took
office the area was reduced to 25 yards
square.

Mu. BATH:- Was that in 1904?
Mr.. LAYMAN:- I would not be cer-

tain about the date, but immediately
after the Labour Government took office.
After representations were made by
myself and some agitation on the part of
the miners, we got the Government to
extend the area to 70 yards; they would
not budge an inch beyond that, and not
until the present Minister for Mines took
office could we get the regulations satis-
factorily fixed up. At the meeting which
was called to discuss this subject there
was, not a man in Greenbushes who
opposed the alteration to the 100 yards
square. There are several other matters
I could criticise the Labour Administra-
tion on, but I will not detain the House
farther in doing so tbis evening.

Mu. E. E. E1TMA1NX (hic):- I bog
to move that the debate be adjourned.

Motion put, and negatived on the voices-

Mu. HITETMANN: I have listened to
this debate now some three weeks and

every member who has spoken on the
question has had a fair chance, but I find
now on thme las~t day of this week's debate
that this: is denied us lwv the Government
side.

THE: TREASURER: You have had an
oppo rtn ity.

MR. HtITMANN: I have had an
opportunity, but if I had takzen that
opportunity' somecone else would have
bee n depri ved o F the sam e opportu n ity of
which you spmak. The Government wish
to close down nowv, and I think myself
this debate has gone onu rather long; at
the same time every mnemibr in the
Chamber is entitled to speak on the
Address-in-R-eply. Why not give me the
samne right the Government have extended
to other members P

THE TREASURER: We arc pleased to
hear you now.

MR. HEITM.ANN: The Government
have given me an opportunity at twenty
minutes to twelve o'clock, an hour later
than we have sat on any day during
the debate. [Mn. HOLMANW: Night-
shift.) The memiber for Mmrcison speaks
of night-shift; I have done a good deal
of that, but I do not desire to work
niight-shiift in this Chamber at any rate.
I have listened with interest to the
debate, if you can call it so, on the
motion before the Chamber, and I hare
thought at times that it would be far
better for members, instead of criticising
the personality of other members, to
end eavour to solve some of the problems
which are facing us tn-day. I have.
endeavoured at all times to rezard the
actions of my fellow men as the actions
of honest and sincere men. I like to give
credit to my fellow beings for being
honest and sincere, and until I find them
otherwise I shall always do so. But
there are actions on the part of my
friends opposite which leave doubt in my
mind as to whether they are the actions
of honest and sincere men or otherwise.
It has, indeed, been interesting to listen to
the speechesof -various niem hers, especially
when referri ng to the Speech we are debat-
ing, and I am sorry that I cannot agree
with many, members and cannot agree
with the Speech of His Excellency when
he says that this State is in a prosperous
condition. Th aragraph of the Speech
reads thus :-" it is my pleasant duty to
again assure you that the, prosperity of
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the State continues apace." and so on. I
am not prepared to say that the State is
prosperous. I do notidesire to beclassed
a pessimist, but rather as one who is
prepared to view the situation clearly ais
we find it. Many memiabers get up and
tell us that the State is in at prosperous
condition, but in iny opinion it is not as
it should be ; and more than that, I :tm
sorr v to ay I believe that the immediate
future of this State means depression
and poverty. Whilst I look upon the
affairs of the State in that way, I believe
that with wise administration. and wvise
legislation they can be altered. The
depression that now exists has not existed
onl for a week or month, but we know
it miade itself felt two or three years ago;
and we find also that there are members
in this Chamber, as well as people out-
side, who are ever ready to blame the
party in power for the depression which
might happen at the time such p)arty is
in power. I amn not one of those ready
to jump up and, no matter what may
occur, blame the party in power. Not
by any means. lecan understand the public
outside this Chamber, who as a rule do
not study these things, blaming the party
that may be in power at the time of the
depression, for such depression, but I can-
not understand members of this House
who have been returned to represent the
people blaming, the moment a bad time
comes along, the party that may' be in
power for the time being. This depres-
sion is not of to-day or of last year, but,
as I stated before, it has been felt for the
last two and a-half years at least. When
the Labour party were in power, Mr.
Eason at Midland Junction declared that
this depression was wholly and solely'
accounted for by the fact that the Laboui-
party wvere in office, and he said in effect
at the time, "'If you return me, as one
who has sufficient confidence in this
country to say that things will come
right, everything will be all right. The
deficit which we are facing at the present
time" "-that was 12 months ago--" will
disappear." That is the promise we had
from Mr. Rason. What have the party
at present occupying the Government
benches done in the way of trying to
square the flnanods of this Staite and
remove the depression which at the
present time existsP I will leave that.
In fact it is needless for me to reiterate

the statements of members in this House
as to what the party have dlone. But
anyvone trying to find out how this
depression has Come about miost look, in

Istudyving the question, to the other States
of Australia. Look, for instance, at
Victoria. We find that a few years
ago Victoria was in the same posi-
tion as we were in but a few years ago.
We find that Victoria was; boomed ; and
after that State regainedl its normal conl-
dition, it was far worse oft' than it hald
been prior to the boom. lhe Same
applies to Westein Australia. I do not
blame the present occupants of the
Treasury benches for the existing depres-
sion, nor do I blamie the Labour party
who preceded them. We have to look
farther back for the cause. This State.
wasq boomed. Undoubtedly the goldfields
boomed Western Austrilia, with the
result that Perth wats boomed at the
same time, and was boomed more effectu-
ally than any other part of the State.
And Perth collected hundreds, perhaps
thousands of workmen, to take advan-
tage of the employ mnt offered by private
people and by the Government. But the
moment the State resumed its normal
condition, those attracted by the boom
were thrown out of employment. Many
other causes led up to this depression;
and of these causes I should like to men-
tion one. The Minister for Mines said
rather sarcastically the other evening
that the Labour party were not likely to
promote the interests of the State; that
they were not at all patriotic. But I
would ask the Minister to consider for a.
moment whether his patriotism, and the
patriotism of the Government, is dis-
cernable. We found the high-and-

imighty a-member for Giuildford (Mr.
Rasan) telling the people that he had

evey cnfdene n this country; yet aIfew days afterwards he, although silent,
I led the people to infer that he did not

think them as good as the people of other
countries. Only the other day, while the
Minister for Mines wats speaking of
patriotism, a contract was let to some
other country for the supply of £4,000
or.£5,000 worth of pipes. Whilst we
are endeavonring to populate Western
Australia, we at the same time give work
to other countries-work that could be
done here. This is one of the causes of
the present depression. How can we ex-
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peet Western Autstralia to be populated,
when we send abroad for articles that
eculd be manufactured here?

MR. HoLMAN drew attention to the
state of the House.

Dells rung and quorum formed.
[12 o'clock midnight.]
MR. HEITMANN: That great little

man the ex-Premier (Mr. Rason), appeal-
ing to the people of Guildford for sup-
port, emiphasised his confidence in the
country, and almost next day showed his
want of confidence by letting contracts to
other countries instead of keeping the
work in our State. Our population is
almost stationary; and why? Perhaps
the Minister who has carge of iinmigta-
tion can tell us. But in my~opinion, one
reason is because we have not sufficient.
confidence in ourselves to trust our own
workmen to do our own work. We have
only sufficient confidence to repeat that
platitude of the sic-Premnier, when he
said to the electors of Guildford, " Trust
me; I have every confidence in this
country; in my opinion the deficit will
disappear." And hie sat down. When
the present Government took office they
were faced with a deficit. What have
they done to produce better conditions ?
Mr. Rason said he had every confidence
in the country; and he expected that in
consequence of his statement people
would flow into Western Australia, and
the deficit would disappear. 11I know,"
he said on that occasion, " of a. vast sumn
of money now locked up, simply because
the Labour party are in power." And
when ho was elected he returned thanks,
and said, 11I still have confidence in the
country, and the deficit will disappear."
Next morning he went round to those
capitalistic friends of his and said, 11I
have been returned; unlock your safes;
spend your money, speculate your
money; it is all right the Labour party
is out of power." What do we find?
After 12 months Western Australia is in
a, far worse position. We find that
during the term the present party have
been in power, the means adopted to try
to square the finances are paltry in the
extremne; that the party that described
the Daglish Government as the "1mark-
time " party have been spending far less
than the flaglish party in public works;
they eudeavoured by all sorts of petty

means to gather every pefiiy- to square
the finances; that the Gove'rnment even
went so far as to tell the people of
Geraidton, those unfortunate casual
workers of Oeraldton, that s. a day was
too much for them. They said. "1We
want to square the finances; we mnust
cut Is. off your wages." Any man who
has been in Geraldton, or *has lived
in Perth for any tine, must know that
8s. a day is not too much for at man to
live upon and keep at wife and family, ats
the ease way be. The 'Minister for
Mines stated that it wats not his fault,
and that he had nothing to do with the
cutting down of the wages in Oeraldton;
hut rather remarkable to relate, it took
him some days, in fact until the puhlic
had got wind of the movements of the
Commissioner, to manke any effort to
grant these men in Oeraldton the wages
they were receiving before. We find the
samne tactics in Fremantle where they
endeavourtid to cut the unfortunate men
working on the rvilways down from 8s. a
day. We find that the Railway Depart-
ment, through its Minister I think, tried
to cut themt down to a wage that could
not be called by the greatest stretch of
the imagination a living wage. Yet the
Minister proclaimis that he is a democrat.
But the greatest stroke of the Govern-
ment that came before the country some
10 months ago, led by the great little
man with the big heart, this. "1messiah "
-their master stroke was that one mem-
ber of the Mlinistry happened to visit a
country lockup and met a man who was
rather fleshy, and in rather good con-
dition. That poor unfortunate man was
awaiting his trial. He might have been
guilty or not guilty. That did not
matter to the member of the Cabinet
headed by this great " messiah," the
member for Guildlford. He said to the
man, "Do you know that we want to
square the finances? Do you know that
you are looking fat and stoutV" The
result wae that they cut down this poor
man to Is. 4d. a day. That is the action
of statesmen who are trying to square
the finances. Are you not proud of
it, you members of the "unoccupied"
benches opposite? Really, words fail
to express my appreciation of such an
action. Who knowsP I may be at one
time awaiting my trial; and I will
remember You, you statesmen who said
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to that unfortunate prisoner in tbe out-
back lockup, "We want to square the
finances, You must help with the rest
of the community. We will cut you
down to Is. 4d. a day. Must you always
have butter witb your bread? Must you
always have tea with your water ?" In
faut, the poor unfortunate being-T aw
speaking in all seiousness-the poor un-
fortunate devil--

Mu. SPEAKER: The bon. member
must not use such language.

MR. HEITM.ANN: A man in the
same position anyhow-the poor unfor-
tunate man 'who bappenerl to he inter-
viewed by one of the Ministers camne to
the conclusion tbat he must not even
have bread. They could not afford it at
Is. 4d. a aay. That is the action of a
party led by this, great " Wellington "
'who came be fore the people at Guildford
and stated, "Although I am a small
man in stature, I have a big heart.
I will save this country." And he
saved it, in his own opinion, by ta~lk-
ing that worn-out platitude, "I have
confidence in my country." Then we
have the Ministry going farther. Their
idea of economy for the next session
is to cut down their salaries. I agree
with thew to a certain extent, that the
party ocupying the Government bench
now should bhe out down more than £200.
It should be a reduction by £800 or
£1,000 a year at least. But in all serious-
ness, can Ministers now occupying that
bench say that 1,000 a year is too much
for a man devoting the whole of his time
to Ministerial businessP It is, in my
opinion, playing to the gods, playing the
game low down in the extreme, when a
man will say, " I shall show the people an
example and cut down my own salary
&irstr-othera afterwards." If Ministers
consider they are not worthy of £1,000 a
Tear, it is high time, and I feel satisfied
tbe voters in Western Australia will
think also, that they give way to people
who are worth at least £1,000 a year.
What do we find in the Governor's
Speech ? There is one reform or one
matter that has been referred to several
times during this confab, I cannot call it
a debate; I refer to the arbitration
amendments. I believe that the member
for Kalgoorlie stated that he would not
allow, if possible, union funds to be
devoted to political purposes. I have yet

to learn that uiioon funds have been
devoted to political purposes. The asso-
diation with which I bave been connected
for several years has not devoted union
funds to politica purposes. Even if that
were so, I am prepared to vote for an
amendmeut which the Attorney-General
will bring forward to prevent uuion
funds being voted. for politics, if hie will
give members of unions some means of
getting justice. If the Attorney General
will bring in a measure that will force
the men working in an industry to
become members of an association, I am
prepared to vote for the amendment out-
lined in his speech at Kalgoorlie. Many
members of this Chamber contend tha
when we ask for preference to unionists
'we ask that people should dictate to tbeir
employers as to whom they shall employ.
That is not so: all we ask is this. B~y
law it is intended that the Arbitration
Court shall sit to decide disputes between
the employer and the employee, and
without the union on the one side there
can be uo appeal to the Arbitration
Court. It is declared illegal for anyone
to strike or find other means of redress.
If it is declared illegal for anyone to
strike, why not at the game time'declare
that every man saai belong to a union
which has authority to appeal to the
Arbitration Court for the settlement of
disputes ? We base no desire to dictate
to the employer as to whom he shal
employ, or whom be sbialU not, but it
is, in my opinion, unfair to force unionists
to comply with certain regulations, to act
within certain laws, at the same time
leaving it open for non-unionists to go
outside the law. Leaving the legal side
of the quoestion out altogether, is it fair
for any one in the community to be bene-
fited by the efforts of unionists and not
pay a little towards the union funds ?
I contend it is not fair, and if the
Attorney General is prepared to vote for
preference to unionists, I am prepared to
vote for an amendment which will dis-
allow union funds being used for political
purposes. A land tax is mentioned in
the Speech. The Government know well
enough that the Opposition side of the
House will vote for that measure, they
know it is a measure that has been advo-
cated by the Labour party for years. If
it had not been for the Labour party
tbis matter would not have been brought
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before the State Parliament ait the pre-
sent time. Reference has been made to
the collection of the land tax. Many
members contend that the costof collection
of the tax will be more than it is worth. I
suggest the collection of this tax should
be placed in the hands of municipalities
or local bodies who may have control of
districts-municipalities or roads boards.
The beuefit of this would be that instead
of creating a new department-and I hope
the Government do not* intend to create
a new department-the placing of the
collection of this tax in the hands of the
local bodies would mean that these bodies
wonld see that the tax Was collected, they
would see that lands were not under-
valued. The Government could ensure
that in a very simple way: by telling the
municipalities or roads boards that, their
subsidies, instead of being paid out of
the Treasury as at present, would be
taken out of the tax collected on the un-
improved land valnes. This would_ get
over, to a great extent, the cost of creating
a new department. In the Governor's
Speech mention is made of the mining
laws. I suppose it is the intention of the
Government to bring in a consolidating
Mining Bill, and I believe in this we shall
find a clause which will liberalise the
security of tenure to leaseholders. Whilst
I am prepared to support any amendment
that may be brought forward by the
Minister for Mines that is likely to en-
courage the mining industry, I have very
grave doubts about amendments which are
to be brought forward by the Minister to
encourage the mining industry in any way.
He has told the public time after time
that he intends to encourage the mining
industry by liberalising the security of
tenure. Not many years have elapsed
since the introduction in this House of
clauses for the concentration of labour.
U~nder the present Act mining companies
in Western Australia are allowed to hold
h uge areas of land br working one por-
tion, and placing the same number of men
on that portion as would be required
under the covenants to be placed on the
whole. And we find that this does not
encourage the industry; in fact, on the
other hand, it has discouraged it, if any-
thing. I know that in flay Dawn a
certain company is holding at the present
time, I think, about 200 acres. It is
working on only about 112 or 14 acres.

Several years ago these people bought
out at company which was employing at
fair number of men, and the land which
it bought is known by miners to be
fairly profitable. We find that since these
people have bought it the land is lying
idle ait Day Dawn. There is no nteed for
a more liberal security of tenure. I know
one company at least in Day Dawn that
has held laud for the last five ye-ars, and
during that time has had exemption for
three and a half years. If any company
wants more liberal tenure than that, it is
of no use to Western Australia. I would
like to bring under the notice of the
Minister 'for Mines that there is some-
thing required in relation to another
matter connected with mining. I would
like to ask him what he intends to do in
the matter of the health of miners. This
nity appear a very small matter to those
who have not been connected with win-
ing, but to one who has worked in the
mines for years it is a very big ques-
tion indeed. I have worked in the mines
nearly all myv life, and where I first started
mining, namely in Victoria, there are the
deepest mines in Australia. I remember
working in places there where a man
could not possibly do justice to his em-
ployer, nor could he get fair health and
work in those places. That was at Bendigo
many years ago; and certain mining
men gave a few thousand pounds to
a fund which was afterwards called the
Watson Sustentation Fund. It was
to be used to give pensions to worn-out
miners. When this money was first
granted there were a few old miners
there who benefited by it, but tt
the time I left Bendigo, some nine or ten
years ago, there were men walking the
streets who could not be called old men
-men between .35 and 40 or 50-who
were absolutely unable to earn their own
living owing to the disease which they
had contracted in following their occupa-
tion. This may not bear upon the posi-
tion as we find it in Western Australia,
but in my opinion we shall have a6 pro-
blem before many years are passed which
will require the greatest consideration by
members of this Chamber, and by the
mining men of this State. The condi-
tions of mining will be much worse in
Western Australia than in Victoria at
the present time, owing to the fact that
mining is carried out on a far larger
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scale in Western Australia than it is in
Bendigo. It is far better, I think-and
I believe members will agree with me-to
have a healthy population in our mining
districts than to have a percentage of our
miners men who cannot help themselves.
This is a question which will have to be
faced by the Mines Department before
many years have elapsed. In reference
to the encouragement given by the present
Government to mining, I would tle to
mention just one case. Nine months ago
a party of miners started in flay Dawn
to work on a topper show. After work-
ing about seven months the 'y got out onie
lot of copper ore. They consigned this
lot from flay Dawn to Fremantle, and
we find that the officers of our Minister-
who is always ready to shout from the
housetops that he is the one man to en-
courage mining in this State-instead of
sending this to the smelters in Fremnantle,
sent it to Adelaide. After waiting five
weeks for the return from this consign-
ment of ore, these miners, who we are
asked to believe get every encouragement
from the M%4ines Department, had intimna-
tion from the Railway Department that
their ore had gone to Adelaide, and
the Railway Department were very
sorry that the mistake bad been made.
The men then asked the department for
some compensation for the time lost in
waiting for the returns; but the Rail-
way Department replied that it would
pay them for the seven hundredweight
lost in transit between Fremantle and
Adelaide, but could not consider any
claim for the time lost in waiting for the
returns. The Minister for Mines knows
of this case, but I mention it in the hope
that these miners who have been kept
waiting for five weeks will be compen-
sated for the loss of time. The Minister
or Mines has always claimed to be the

one patriot in this country ever ready to
encourage the mining industry. I will

give him an opportunity of proving
whether tbat statement was justified. If
there is one district in Western Australia
that has lived on its own resources with-
out the help of outside capital, that dis-
trict is the Murchison. We find there
towns and mining camps which have
existed for years without the expenditure
of one pound of foreign capital. In the
Day Dawn, Cue, and surrounding dis-
tricts we find that the cost of fuel is

exorbitant. Last year the Great Fingal
in..e paid the Railway Department some

£10,0O00 for carriage of fuel from Ger-
nldton to flay Dawn. If the Minister is
the great patriot he professes to he, let
him comply with the request of the
mining people at Day Dawn and Cue,
who some time ago asked him to con-
struct a line to a point about 40 miles
from Cue, to provide the mines in that
district with firewood. Five years ago
the mining companies in Day Dawn
were paying for fuel about 25s. or 26s. a.
cord. Now one mine in that district is
paying 34s. per cord. If the Minister
allows the mining people of Day Dawn
to construct such a line, or constructs it
himself, he will show his patriotism. We
are now sending to New South Wales
some £1l5,000 or £20,000 a year for coal.
What would this sumi mean to Western
Australia if spent in cutting firewood
and building railways? We are asking for
population-wondering that people will
not come to this State, although the
Premier, as Minister for Lands, tells us
they are flocking here in thousands, and
are still. going on the land. I say, let
him provide work for the people alrady
here, by constructing those 40 miles of
railway to allow the people of Day Dawn
and Cue to get their fuel at a fair price.
This railway for which I ask has some
connection with the line proposed by
various Governments to give railway
commyurncation to the Black Range field.
North of Black Range there is an exten-
sion of auriferous country almost as far
as Nannine. There is a proposal to build
this line in a hurry from Mt. Magnet,
though I cannot imagine the present
Government being in a hurry to construct
a goldields line; and I do not think
they have even promised to consider the
matter. While they are prepared to
build railways in agricultural districts,
the goldfields are left to provide for them-
selves. But in case the Governent may
in four or five years consider it necessary
to connect Black Range with our railway
system, let me tell them that there are
other staffing points worthy of con-
sideration besides Mt. Magnet. The

raiwayexensonafer reaching Black
Rane, illevetualygo through to the

u ot-atr ala system. North
1of B lack Range there are several auri-
1ferous belts that have to be considered.
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Let the Government try to find which[
starting point would he of the greatestI
benefit to the people in general. By
starting the line from Cne or Nannine,
which, I believe is the nearest point,
it will not only sup)ply the wants of
Black Range, but will open up a vast
area of country which, if the line starts
from Mt. Magniet, will be for ever with-
out a railway. Speaking of railways
generally, it struck me as rather peculiar
that the Minister, referring to the Op-
j)osition criticisms, said that the Govern-
ment had not yet decided to build certain
lines because the five or six new -Ministers
had not found time to consider the ques-
tion. But, as the member foqr Kanowna I
(Mr. Walker) said last night, although
they have not had time to coDnaider gold-
fieldsrailways proposals, they have already
decided on several agriculturaL railways.
I expect they intend to bring out, to
occupy the lands thus opened up, many
more of the same class of people
whom they have already imported.
Speaking of the immigration proposals of
the present Government, let me say that
the system of immigration now carried
out is absolutely cruel, not only to the
unfortunates we bring here, but also to
the unemployed here at present. I state,
without fear of ,contradiction, -although
the Governor's. Speech says that the land
is being occupied by these immigrants,
that not two per cent. of the immigrants
are settling on the land. I defy the Gov-
ernment to state otherwise.

THE HONORARY AMNISTER: I think
you are wrong.

MR. HEITMANN: I challenge you to
disprove it.

Tns DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. F.
Illiugworth): The bion. mnember must not
challenge another member across the
House. He must address the Chair.

Mau. HEITMANN:- Then I shall chal-
lenge him outside. What do we find in
this system of imumigratione Let me
give the experience of one man who
attended a meeting addressed by a person
named Scammell, in England. Not being
altogether satisfied with tbe address, he
asked whether Mr. Scammell had ever
been in Western Australia, and Mr.
Scamniell replied that he had been there
twice, and that what he had said in his
address was ahsolutel y correct. This
man, a married man with a family and,

about £160, decided to come to Western
Australia, and on arriving here was handed
a rather elaborate letter of welcome and
told that if he wanted any farther infor-
mnation he should call upon the Superin-
tendent of the Labour Bureau. For a
couple of da. s he did not think fit to call
upon the superinten~dent, hut after two
or three days he called, and was told, after
explaining his position, to look for work.
Is this the policy of the present Govern-
ment, to bring men to this country to
flood an already over-flooded market?
We have thousands of men out of
employment. The same thing applied
to a number of immigrants who
came in the same steamer, about 50,
three weeks -ago. The advice of the
Superintendent of the Labour Bureau
was to look for employment. When
asked where they should look for it, the
superintendent said, 11In Perth." Out
of the 60 immigrants who came on that
boat, only one had had experience in
farming, and he was an assisted immi-
grant who landed here with £2 in his
pocket with which to go on the land.
Are we going to continue this system,
this polic 'y of trying to force paupers on
the State ? Surely to goodness there are
numbers enough here now of men out of
work! In my opinion, it is absolute folly
-and it has been proved in the Eastern
States of the Commonwealth-for any
Government to force an immigration
policy upon the State. We found in
Queensland, after the Government had
spent some two millions of money, on
immigration, that after a very short time
the majority of the immigrants were in
the city. In my opinion, there will be
no necessity to pay the fares of people to

Icome lo this country. Let us make our
country worth living in, and people will
flock here. Let us use up the present
unemployed on our lands or wherever we
like, and we will find that the mnoment
we have no unemployed the trouble will
cease, and people will come here. I was
rather inclined this evening, after listen-
ing to the various speeches, to deal with
personalities. I was somewhat put. oit
the other evening on hearing something
about the police episode during the Fre-
mantle election. I thought it was one of
the old dodges of the conservative crowd
to try to get the sympathy of the people
at the expense of their opponents; but I
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inquired into this matter, and found that
it was not so. I am pleased to be
able, to state that the Minister for
Works did not do it with the in ten-
tion of alienating the sympathy of people
from the Labour party. It appears
that after the poll had been declared,
the Minister for Work. walked down
the street, and there was, to his regret,
an elderly lady following him, declaring
in no uncertain tone that the hon. mem-
ber owed her a certain sum of money for
a day's work. It appears that she had
washed clothes for him. I do not know
whether this is true or not, but in defence
of this party I will state that it was this
that caused the larrikins, or rough 'uns,
as they were termed by the member for
Fremantle, to follow the hon. member to
the railway station. This poor old lady
was asking him for her 4s. 6id. for aday's
washing. Let me tell this hon. member,
who comes here and poses as a paragon
of virtue and as an injured innocent,
that I have spoken to one of the police-
men who escorted him'that night, and
the policeman said. " Look here, I have
worn uniform for seven years. I have
never disgraced it, nor have I been
ashamed of it until the time I was asked
to look after that poor little insignificant
member for Fremantle. I reckon when
I was asked to see that Minister to the
railway station I was ashamed of' my
uniform, and I had disgraced that uni-
form."

Question (that the Address-in-Reply
be adopted) put, and passed on the
voices.

ADJOURNMENT.

%The House adjourned at nine minutes
to I o'clock a.m. (Friday), until the next
Tuesday.

lkrgi~tatibz; ®ouurdt,
Tuesday, 17th Muy, 1906.

PAGN

Addres-in Presnai ton
R~ernetrpoiNPMta riag n Sewem~ge 5

ys ontrutinSouth-West .. 455

JTury Act A mendment, tn. moved .. 456
Erementis Jocky Club Trust Funds, 2at- etc. .. 463

Adjournment, one week ... ... ... 44%

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. H. Briggs)
took the Chair at 4-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYES.

A DDRESS-LN-REPLY-PRESENTATION.
THEu PRESIDENT: I have received

the following reply from His Excellency
*the Governor;-

MRt. PRESIDENT AND Hot;. GswrNsur]E OF THE
Lsuisnrrxvs COuNcIL,-

*I thank you for your Address-in-Reply to
the Speech with which I opened Parliament,
and for your expression of loyalty to His
Most Gracious Majesty the Ring.

FaED. G. D. EDFRD, Governor.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1,

Fifth Annual Return under " The in-
du str ial Conciliation and Arbi tration Act,
1902." - Report for- year ended .31st
December, 1905. 2, Copies of Orders in
Council under Section 35 of "The Audit
Act, 1904." 3, Regulations under " The
Aborigines Act, 1905." 4, By-laws of
the Municipalities of Southern Cross and
South Perth. 5, Statement of the Re-
ceipts and Pay ments of the Fire Brigades
Board for year ended 31st December,
1905. 6, Rlegulations and By-laws of
the Fremantle Municipal Trarnways and
Electric Lighting Board. 7, Conference
of Commonwealth and State Premiers
and Ministers-Report of Debates, etc.

QUESTION-PUB3LIC SERVICE
CLASSIFICATION.

HON. M. L. MOSS asked the Colonial
Secretary: Will the Governuient expedite
the consideration of the Public Service
Commissioner's classification of the
clerical division of the Public Service,
in order that he inay make an early start
with the classification of the professional
division?

[COUNCIL.] Question, etc.


